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First the bad news - Sorry guys but we, the committee, have elected to cancel the Ride, Rock 
‘n’ Roll at Brickets Wood Social Club  It was just getting far too difficult and expensive setting 
up our own food at that location. 
 
The good news is that we are looking at another location where they can provide food and 
music. Similar format, we go ridin’, we eat and we listen to some good live music.  Same date 
just a different location. 
 
 
The better news is that the group that we were looking at using 
again, Just for Kicks, is actually playing at the Air Ambulance 
event - I'm sure you will be able to go along and support the-
band  and the Air Ambulance charity at the North Weald Airfield 
on Sunday, 21 May 2017.   
 
The event is preceded by a mass ride out.  Martyn and Big Al 
had a discussion with the organisers and have kindly            
volunteered the club’s services for route-marking.  We need 
people to be second man drop offs, of sorts. Dayglo Pink waist-
coats will be provided  for your pleasure. Lol 
 
 
 
Also to note is that the books are virtually closed on the ‘Not the Isle of Man TT run’.  Ferry is 
booked and Hotel reserved.  But if you are desperate to come let me know, although I cant       
guarantee the same ferry or hotel. 

We are still open on the following weekend trips: Older Railway Children, Kent & Sussex 16 th 
– 18th June and Portmeirion, Wales18th – 20th August.  Please book early –it helps me with 
the hotel reservations.  The previous mag gives all the details, expected costs etc.  If you 
need more information just ask. 

Something New   

Have you got Cash in the Attic? Junk in the Garage 

HARLEY, CHOP & BOBBER AUTOJUMBLE 

Sunday 11th June 2017, Jacks Hill on the A5 at NN12 8ET 

Free Pitch, Free Admission 

Between the Club Members can we put a pitch together? Contact Pete G if you want to flog 
those odd bits of bike that are cluttering up the living room and maybe we can do a joint boot. 

However,  this does clash dates with Ride, Rock ‘n’ Roll so maybe if not this boot, we can set 
up bringing your junk in for another one….let me know the interest 



  The Directors Cut 

 
First I must apologise this mag should have been sent out before the 
French trip but time and work got the better of me. 
 
The air ambulance ride was to say the least interesting for those of us 
who assisted in the ride, one thing that I took from the event was we 
are a well organised when we ride out …… over 500 bikes took part and 
most of them arrived at the airfield together. 
 
The weekend in France was well attended and the weather was kind to 
us and we were made very welcome by Eric at the hotel. 
The ride down went generally ok and by the time we got to the Euro-
tunnel we had all got together, the ride through France was great and  
we rode through some beautiful countryside. 
 
After a few drinks , dinner and more drinks we retired to our rooms. Saturday was a chilled day in and 
around the town with dinner in the evening and ……. More drinks with entertainment provided by some 
chapter members  and other guests (look out for pictures in the next mag) 
 
Sunday we rode to one of the many memorials in the area to the Somme battles in the First World War  
the day was hot and being a Sunday very few places to eat were open but it was a moving day to say the 
least.  
We are reviewing if we should repeat this trip in 2018 please let me know if you would be interested or 
should we look for a different destination. 
 
The committee has purchased a Ride First Aid Kit  this will be carried on all major rides by one of those 
who has attended the Biker Down training or First Aid trained , on that note if anyone has any relevant 
training please make it known to other so if we ever have a situation we can enlist your help. 
 
I know many of you have parts and clothing that you no longer require so if you do please let me have 
some details and we can try to let other members who might be interested in buying it from you know. 

 
 
 
We have been approached by a company who make custom  

Derby covers and as you can see I have had one made for my 

bike if other members are interested in one I can give you a web 

address they are in the region of £110 each and take about 3 

weeks to come  

 

Ride Safe  

 

Martyn 



 

 

Do you look good in pink? 

Recommendation from the Biker Down course is 
that pink is the best colour for standing out 

Some just stand out a little more than others 

Contact Jo if you would like one of these natty     
numbers, and Gill if you want some lovely III Rivers 

patches to sew on it 

 

Would one of these III Rivers 
Derby covers look good on 

your bike? 

Contact Martyn if you are 
interested. 

Think that they are about 
£110 (or about £15 if you 
need to tell your wife the 
price) 

 

 

 

 

 

Great ride out to Black Bears 21st birthday 
bash. The 
place was 

rammed out 
with bikes. 

 

 

 

Wendy and Ian, fed up with all the 
bikes , asked 
Martyn for 

directions to 
the coffee 

machine 

They took up the coffee machine mental 
challenge…….& I think they  

R I D E    R E P O R T S 



 

What can I say?  We arrived. 
We got off bikes.  We got on 

bikes.  We got off bikes, and then 
picked them up.  We walked 

around pretending that we were ridin’ the bikes.                                               

 

 

 

But the star of the show must be Taz’s granddaughter who just smirked at 
us idiots and carried on playing on her phone –bless her 

Very   slow   R I D E   R E P O R T  



 

R I D E    R E P O R T S 

19 March - Group Ride Training 

Unfortunately, the RBL couldn’t support us and this prompted a late change in departure point.  

Unfortunately, not a lot of us thought that group riding practice was necessary 

Unfortunately, there were only ½ dozen bikes there for the ride 

Fortunately, the day was good so we went on a Big Al adventure ride 

Fortunately, the ride was excellent on the country lanes 

Fortunately, there were no 2nd man drop offs in gravel infested swamps 

Fortunately, we finished at Scoffers Café 

Fortunately, they had plentiful stocks of eggs, bacon, sausages, black pudding, hash browns, fried bread, 

beans, tomatoes, mushrooms……….  And coffee 

 

26 March at 09.30 or was it actually 10.30…soddin’ clocks 

As the clocks went forward and following Big Al’s advice (first day of the riding season) I decided 

that  today would be a good day for a ride and as Pete S’s bike was now firing neatly on both   

cylinders, he came along too.  Sorry guys, I didn’t advertise the ride as the route was an experi-

ment with a very high risk of getting lost.  I didn’t want to lure others into my disaster plan.   As I 

pulled out of Stevenage, Ingrid gently enquired, with a sharp dig in my ribs, “why  all the          

profanities emanating from the front seat?” My response being, with a few extra profanities 

thrown in for good measure, “you know what >?:@#  happens today?” “Err mother’s day” “nope, 

the clocks go >?:@#{ forward and I forgot, and we are already ½ hour late for meeting Pete and 

Mel at Baldock” “>?:@#{ it” said Ingrid. “There goes the luxury mother’s day services breakfast 

you promised me.” We settled on a Greg’s bacon roll and a cup of coffee. 

The next rather explicit profanity came at the A1 
J10 roundabout when a less than considerate 
driver pulled out on me as I negotiated the 
curved bits, he got a “>?:@#{” and an arm full of 
‘ooter.  The day, thankfully, proceeded well   
without any further need for blasphemous      
outbursts.   
 
The route was planned to take in the picturesque 
Suffolk villages strewn with oak beamed houses.  
So it was Baldock to Buntingford via the nice 
winding A507 then onto Lavenham via some  
absolutely  beautiful ‘chocolate box’ villages (If 
that’s your thing).  We acquired a lunch of 
Scotch eggs, bread & cheese and garlic 
drenched olives at the Lavenham Farmers Market and sat on a church bench scoffing our sump-
tuous lunch and avoiding the vicar just in case he dragged us in for a quick session on our knees.   
 
Home was via Finchingfield where, as expected, the grassed arena was full of bikes of every 
shape and size and the 2 coffee shops still didn’t employ enough staff for the hordes - ½ hour to 
get a cup of coffee but it did eventually come with a smile and a china cup.   
 

 



 

First visit to the Crown at Shillington as a 5th   
Wednesday pub. Great choice guys…. 

Lets do this one again. 

 

 

Sunday 2nd April ‘The Charlbury TT’ 

Little bit of confusion here, I did actually hear somebody 
say ‘so where is the racing circuit?’ 

Great Day out, brilliantly led by our newest Road Captain  

Peter La Port 

How to mend an air suspension pipe with nowt but a biro 
and a bit of sticky tape 

 

11 March – Ride to Krazy Horse and Black Bear 

Sunday morn and the weather was kind to us, not brilliant sunshine but good enough – the roads were dry. We 

mingled  outside Baldock services admiring the new signs in the coach park advising that you will be fined one    

million pounds if you park in a coach space (if you are not a coach)  We stayed on the pavement where there was 

no such threat. As the departure time arrived, Pete La Porte was seen to be wearing a distinguished dayglow jacket 

proclaiming his occupation for the day – Road Captain.  

13 bikes set off and thanks to Pete ,13 bikes arrived at Krazy Horse.  Big Al stepped in for ride leadership as Pete’s 

Sat Nav was throwing a bit of a wobbly, in the Bury St Edmonds traffic.  Al promptly missed the turning for Krazy 

Horse – lol.  Sausages and other culinary delights were consumed, custom bikes were admired but the general 

opinion was that they were somewhat  expensive and not representing good value for money.  But we ride Harleys 

which are renowned for value for money (ha!),  personally I just love the Krazy horse bikes and I will be asking    

Ingrid to buy me one for my birthday. 

For the next stage of the ride , Martyn led and before long we were at the Newmarket Harley. Unsurprisingly ,not a 

lot of space to park, so it was the pavement again.  We were joined by Loopy from Darkest Norfolk and Pete Swan 

came up by car to book his bike in to get the niggling engine management light problem fixed (would you believe a 

loose plug lead).  So we can now call it a 12 bike, 1 trike and 1 car ride out.  New models were admired; personally I 

couldn’t see much difference to the old models. The new Road King -based Trike was there, good, as it’s been   

available in the USA for at least 2 years, to my knowledge.  Martin went off armed with a big stick, a large left boot 

and a shotgun to find the Dealer Principle to discuss the chrome falling off his wheels despite the bike only having 

done 700 miles.  I didn’t hear the outcome but given Harleys outstanding customer , can guarantee it  involved a 

lot of tooth sucking and non-committal type statements – I think Martyn 

left composing his letter to Marge at Harley UK…….Stop press, 2 new 

wheels now fitted.  

Lessons learnt by P la P and myself, don’t put a USA extended mapping 

chip into your Garmin…..this action will only be rewarded with tears and a 

‘I just give up’ expression on the Sat Nav 

Jo gets her new bike and would you believe it, it totally matches her 

helmet, what's next ? matching leathers? ….mmmmmm 

R I D E    R E P O R T S 



 

25 March Biker Down 

I lost count of how many and who was there but I’m sure it was at least 20 club members.  Note to Al, if you want something 
well attended - stage it for somewhere indoors that has a sumptuous supply of coffee.  The course addressed: 

INCIDENT SCENE MANAGEMENT 

A presentation from a Fire Bike Team member, on scene management and personal safety for a biker happening upon an RTC 
involving a motorcyclist, this covers the individuals initial     considerations including their own Dynamic Risk Assessment to 
assess the most appropriate action to take in order to protect themselves and other road users at the scene, an order of ac-
tions and instruction on management of          resources available (i.e. other witnesses). Information they should gather to as-
sist attending Emergency Service     Personnel and possible legal obligations. 

A good snippet was – drive past the accident then walk back to it.  That way you are facing the oncoming traffic and when the 
Police close the road you are the right side of the barrier so you can quietly bugger off.  Priority, don’t put yourself in danger 

CASUALTY CARE 

This module is delivered by our Herts Fire & Rescue Service Instructors and  covers: Trauma and mechanism of injury, Snatch 
rescues, why when and how, basic  life support, CPR,  managing spinal injuries and crash helmet removal, when and how.  

THE SCIENCE OF BEING SEEN 

During this session the attendees receive instruction and advice on conspicuity, how effective is Hi – Viz, 
looking at the use of conspicuity clothing and Hi-Viz aids. Within this talk phenomena such as Motion 
Camouflage and Looming are discussed as well as tips on what you can do to be seen without necessari-
ly  the need for covering yourself head to foot in luminous yellow!  This module is designed by Kevin 
Williams of Survival Skills Motorcycle Training who is an Advanced Instructor and widely experienced as 
both an Author of several Motorcycling Books and as a lead rider, regularly leading parties of bikers both 
in this country and abroad. 

ASSESED RIDE 

After completing the biker down course we would like to offer you the opportunity to have an assessed ride.   This would be 
with a qualified member of the Firebike Team or a trained observer from the IAM. The ride will last approximately 90 minutes 
and cover about 20 miles.  Whilst the assessed ride is not a training solution, the assessment is intended to make riders aware 
of safety issues when riding and to ‘bridge the gap’ into accredited further training on offer from third parties.  A few took up 
this offer. 

What did we gain from it? 

 A certificate and a Think Biker sticker 

 Pink is the best colour for a Hi-Viz vest.  Go on I dare you 

 Knowledge off the above that was excellently presented that hopefully brought learning points for us all.  Particularly 

for me Tourniquets are back in fashion and its correct under some circumstances to remove a helmet, particularly if the 

causality isn’t breathing 

 Knowledge of a Biker down phone app that might become our charity area this year – more to follow on this when I 

(Martyn) understand more about it 

 A free first aid kit.  I sent a message of thanks from the club to the suppliers.  They responded with ‘Hi Pete, thank you 

for your email.  All 4B Medical team send our wishes to your club for many safe miles. Have a nice day. Kind regards, 

Martin Podrasky 

 Knowledge that it’s good to have a pair of latex first aid gloves in your pocket along with a Sharpie pen to write causality 

information on, and telephone numbers just in case there is a chance of a date – single members only.  Hopefully we 

will sort out a bulk supply of these for everyone.  

 And lots and lots of very practical useful advice.  If you get a chance to go on this course, don’t hesitate its very      

worthwhile 

 

R I D E    R E P O R T S 



 

 

Heybridge Basin Ride-out 

Sun 23 April 2017 

By Big Al 

I was not without some concern when I 

learned that Pete La Porte had organised 

two rides on consecutive Sundays, within 8 

miles of each other. The prospect of an 

identical route was reducing me to mutter-

ing to  myself and kicking dirt around, and 

even the thought of spreading gloss paint 

around the woodwork in our bedroom 

started to get attractive. 

‘Oh ye of little faith’, to start with, (no pun 

intended) Pete set the meet some 18 miles 

further North at Baldock and then led us on 

a zig-zag course, through half the villages of 

Essex, that put my reputation at some risk. 

Plus he set a good pace that kept the 12 

bikes on the ride well occupied. 

The clouds were too high to dump on us, and I do believe I even spotted an occasional slash of blue sky, and by the 

time we reached Heybridge Basin the sun started to shine and it was warm enough to sit on the sea wall in our T 

shirts. 

Lunch was a strange affair, we all squeezed into the tiny bar to place our orders, only to be told the ‘shed’ had been 

set aside for us and we were to go there to wait for staff to serve us, so we all filed back out and into the ‘shed’, 

and sat at the tables in there. Then we were told to note the table number and go back to the bar and place our 

orders, so up we all got again and filed back into the tiny bar, forming a queue that stretched out the door. We 

eventually placed our orders, but, I had reservations on just how well they were going to cope with us all, so I 

bought some peanuts, and sat back on the sea wall to wait.  

Well, by the time I had found someone to help me open the damn  peanuts (I swear the average wallet isn’t half as 

secure) and was eating my first handful, the lunches started to be served, and we had to rush back to the ‘shed’.  

The quality of the food wasn’t half bad either! 

After lunch most (ed –some of you) of us bought the now prerequisite 99 from a very respectable tea shop on the 

beach side of the sea wall, which also did ‘all-day breakfasts’, (mental note for the future). 

The ride back was half-n-half, twisties and arterial roads, which most of us welcomed because it got us back sharpish. Although 

we did stop at B’ Stortford Services for a quick coffee and to say our goodbyes 

The traffic on the roundabout outside the services was heavy, and some of us got separated, but, not a worry because we had 

said our goodbyes, and enjoyed a ‘frisky’ last leg of the day. 

It was a perfect day for riding, not to hot or cold, and Pete had planned an interesting route that was not remotely similar to 

last week, and lead us at an exciting pace. Well done mate, I thoroughly enjoyed it… 

R I D E    R E P O R T S 



2017 CHAPTER RIDES AND EVENTS calendar 

An indication of what we plan to do and where we will do it 

Full details on the club website 

Date  Timing  Event 

May 

3rd   1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Farmer’s Boy, Kensworth 

10th  1930 – 2200 Club Night, RBL 

12th  1200 – 1500 Iron Horse Rally, St Ledger Chapter 

17th  1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Chequers, Streatley 

21st  08.45 -?  Air Ambulance Ride and Fun Day, North Weald Airfield 

24th   1930 – 2230 Club Social Night, Green Man  

26th – 29th    Chapter Tour to Montreuil-sur-Mer, France 

31st  1930 – 2230 Club Social Night, (5th Wednesday)  The Crown Shillington 

 

June 

2nd – 5th     Irish Bike Fest, Killarney 

7th   1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Farmer’s Boy, Kensworth 

9th – 12th     The Gathering – Clyde Valley Chapter 

11th     Ride,  Rock ‘n’ Roll, somewhere 

14th  1930 – 2200 Club Night, RBL 

16th – 18th     Chapter weekend - Older Railway Children, Kent & Sussex 

16th – 18th    Hog the Hayfields , Great Western Chapter 

21st   1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Chequers, Streatley 

24th  1130 – 1700 Armed Forces Day, Harpenden 

25th     Herts Air Ambulance, Audley End House  

25th     Bike Festival, St Ives 

28th  1930 – 2230 Club Social Night, The Green Man 

30th – 2nd     Roar on the Moor, Devon 

 

July 

2nd   1030 – 1530 Ride ‘n’ visit Brooklands Hill (Ace Café event) 

5th   1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Farmer’s Boy, Kensworth 

6th – 9th     Wake the Lakes, Red Rose Chapter 

7th – 10th     Chapter Tour to Isle of Man (NOT the TT) 

12th   1930 – 2200 Club Night, RBL 

14th-16th     Proud to be Rutland, Rutland Chapter 



2017 CHAPTER RIDES AND EVENTS calendar 

Date  Timing  Event 

July 

15th      Norwich HD birthday Party 

16th     Thetford Motorcycle Show 

19th  1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Chequers, Streatley 

20th – 23rd     Dragon Fever, Black Mountain Chapter 

21st – 29th    Chapter Holiday, Germany 

26th  1930 – 2230 Club Social Night, Green Man 

27th – 30th    East of England Rally 

28th – 30th    Heart ‘n’ Soul Rally, Geordie Chapter  

 

August 

2nd  1930 – 2200  Club Social Night – The Farmer’s Boy, Kensworth 

4th – 7th     Hog & Bog Rally, Belfast Chapter 

6th  1300 – 1400  Ride-out – Thorpeness 

9th  1930 – 2200  Club Night, RBL 

16th 1930 – 2200  Club Social Night – The Chequers, Streatley 

18th – 20th     Chapter Tour – Portmeirion, Wales  

18th – 20th    Back to the Forest, Sherwood Chapter 

20th – 21st    Old School Rally, Nene Valley Chapter 

23rd  1930 – 2230 Club Social Night, Green Man 

27th  1030 – 1500 Ride-out – Scoffers Café via B645 

30th  1930 – 2230 Club Social Night, (5th Wednesday) The Crown,  

      Shillington 

September 

6th   1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Farmer’s Boy, Kensworth 

7th      Newmarket HD New Model VIP Preview 

10th  0900 – 1700 Ride ‘n’ Visit Essex Air Ambulance Day, Harwich 

13th  1930 – 2200 Club Night, RBL 

20th   1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Chequers, Streatley 

22nd     Lads’ Weekend (suggestions, please) 

27th   1930 – 2230 Club Social Night, Green Man 



2017 CHAPTER RIDES AND EVENTS calendar 

Date  Timing  Event 

October 

4th   1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Farmer’s Boy, Kensworth 

7th      Ride to the Wall, Lichfield, Staffs 

11th  1930 – 2200 Club Night, RBL 

15th  0830 – 1700 Brightona Bike show  

18th  1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Chequers, Streatley 

25th  1930 – 2230 Club Social Night, Green Man 

 

November 

1st   1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Farmer’s Boy, Kensworth 

8th   1930 – 2200 Club Night, RBL 

15th  1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Chequers, Streatley 

22nd  1930 – 2230 Club Social Night, Green Man 

29th  1930 – 2230 Club Social Night, (5th Wednesday) The Crown, 

      Shillington 

December 

6th   1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Farmer’s Boy, Kensworth 

13th  1930 – 2200 Club Night, RBL 

20th  1930 – 2200 Club Social Night – The Chequers, Streatley   

 

Meeting Points, for ride-outs etc.: 

 Brickhill, McD's - Shell Service Station;  MK17 9RB, A5 / A4146,  R'bt, Bow Brickhill,  Sth of MK 

 Hatfield Tesco - Esso Service Station;  AL9 5JY, near, A1 Junc 4  /A414  east.  Hatfield Retail Pk 

 Baldock Services- Shell Service Station;  SG7 5TR; near, A1, junc 10 

 BP Hemel - BP Service Station;  HP2 4UA; A 414,  Breakspear Way,  near M1  Junc 8  

 MBDA  Car Park - Gunnels Wood Road, SG1 2DA—post code is actually Ford Dealers, MBDA back 

gate is actually next left, near A1M J8—for slow riding only 

 Toddington Services - BP Service Station;  LU5 6HR; M1 - between Junc 11 & 12  

 South  Mimms Services - BP Service Station;  EN6 3QQ; A1 / M25 junc 23  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

III Rivers UK Chapter  

Harley-Davidson Owners Group  

 

www.iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 Director                                    

Martyn Coote  
director@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

 

 Assistant Director & 

Safety Officer 

Doug Armstrong 
assistantdirector@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

 

 Webmaster  

Ian Jefferson 
webmaster@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

 

 Ladies of Harley                        

Trudie Davies 
tbn.co.uk 

 

 

 

 Merchandise 

Gill Williams                                   

merchandise@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 Editor  

Pete Gould 

peatpeatpeat@yahoo.co.uk 

        

          

This year sees the retirement of Wendy as our ever supporting committee secretary.  

Jo has kindly offered her services for this post. 

The rest are the set of felons that you have become accustomed to 

Pending the re-election of the Conservative Party this is your committee for the   

foreseeable future. 

 

 

 Assistant Director &  

Head Road Captain 

‘Big Al’ Fether 
roadcaptain@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

 Honorary Committee Member                                        

Dave Groombridge 

email TBN 

 

 

 New Members 

Tony Williams                          
newmembers@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

 

 Treasurer 

Pete La Porte 
treasurer@iiirivershogchapter.co,uk 

 

 

 

        

 Secretary 

 Jo Allen 

 secretary@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

    

 

 Membership Officer 

 Paul Davies 

 membership@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 


