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   The Directors Cut  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hi everybody, 
 
 
Another riding season half way through and already we have started plans for 2015. 
We have decided on four large trips Killarney Bike Fest, one Hog rally (Hogging the hay fields) and 2      
Europeans trips—France and Germany. 
 
We are also looking at Faaker see Rally in Austria for 2016—once we have some firm plans we will         
circulate the information to member as soon as possible and all that we ask in return is that you register 
your interest in any of the events so that we can firm up prices and accommodation.  
Last Club night at The Royal British Legion an impromptu conversation was started and many of the   
members present aired their views on the direction of the Chapter in the future, this was very helpful and 
will enable the Chapter to move forward in a positive manor and it is something we would hope to repeat 
at future meetings.  
 
On Wednesday 10th September I have organised a ride to Nene Valley Chapter Club night—meeting place 
and time TBC. I thought it would be a good opportunity for us to meet up with our nearest neighbour and 
on this particular night they have a presentation by Eurocamp looking at accommodation available for 
Chapter members in Europe, along with special offers.  
 
I would just like  to remind members that as a Chapter without a dealership we all have to be creative in 
recruiting are members so if you see anyone riding a Harley and doesn't appear to be wearing a patch 
then please introduce yourself and offer them the opportunity to come along to any of our club nights to 
experience what the Chapter has to offer.  
 
At September Club night we will have some slides showing the accommodation and  what's on offer for 
the planned trip next year to France—hope to see you all there.  
 
Ride safe,  
Martyn.  
 
  



 Ride leaders: Cliff and Nick  

Sunday, 3rd August 

Spontaneity. 

Undoubtedly resulted in Martin P and Cliff posting a text message without much notice suggesting a run 
out to Clackers the following morning, Sunday 3rd of August. 

Meeting up at Baldock Services, Martin and Cliff were joined by Tony, Gill, Peter and self for the eighty 
mile run to the coast. 

Why Clacton? No obvious answer.  Maybe because 
it has not featured on recent club menus.  In my 
case it would be the first re-visit since the 60’s – 
blimey! 

Agreement was reached that the best route would 
be the most direct.  So flowing in line astern onto 
the A507 we headed for the A10.  The entire run 
would have been near legal limits but for conges-
tion onwards from Colchester. 

Snaking past overheating MPV’s laden with their 
overheated human contents for mile after mile re-
duced the guilt of leaving family at home. 

Clacton, as expected, is a busy place in summertime.  Parking even a bike can be an adventure, but on a 
positive note we got to see the delights from the saddle while hunting. 

 

 

 

 

 

Clacton Cruise 

Cont/... 



 
Shoehorning the bikes into spaces between endless cars left us with only a short walk to the pier head.  
Being hardened bikers our first urgent port was the public leaks. 

While scrubbing hands as hardened bikers do, my attention was drawn to a rather deep voice from late 
booming: 
“So what gang you from?” 
I turned round to see three enormous black males staring at the club patch.  Before any answer could be 
given one of the males said: 
“I got contacts in the Outlaws – you know the Outlaws?” 
“Course I do!” I replied. 
“But you’re not an Angel?” (He was dead right there). 
“Nah.” 
“Then you’re okay, man!” (Thank goodness for that, I thought). 
For some strange reason we all ended up shaking hands as if we’d known each other for years. 

Next stop – the ubiquitous fish and chips, which was really good. 

Couldn’t visit Clacton without a stroll along the pier.  So we all took a stroll along the pier. 
And had an ice cream. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Slick Nick 

Clacton Cruise (cont.) 



Biker Down 
Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service (HFRS) influences motorcyclists with its 

new Biker Down course 

Fire crews are often called to road traffic collisions involving motorcyclists that are 

trapped or injured.  Therefore HFRS are launching the new Biker Down initiative to 

reduce the number and severity of motorcycle accidents across the county. 

Biker Down is designed for riders of motorcycles, mopeds and scooters, of all ages and experience.  It is a 

free course which teaches practical skills to help bikers avoid accidents.  

Richard Thake, cabinet member with responsibility for community safety explained: “Although bikers 

make up only one percent of motorists, they account for a staggering 20% of those killed and seriously 

injured on Hertfordshire roads every year.  It is therefore vital that we provide these motorists with the 

tools they need to avoid road traffic accidents. 

“One of the challenges our safety advisors face, is the changing of  

motorists’ behaviour.  While shock tactics may work for some, with the high  

number of fatalities and casualties of motorcyclists on Hertfordshire roads,   

another approach is clearly needed.  Biker Down gives this fresh approach.” 

Biker Down teaches essential life skills.  It teaches essential first-aid and gives 

advice to bikers that may find themselves first on the scene of a motorcycle 

collision. 

Tony Smith, from HFRS Fire Bike Team, explains: “Instead of just teaching bikers about consequences, we 

believe that the information provided in Biker Down will encourage a sense of responsibility and a change 

in attitude, both in motorcyclists’ riding technique and how they react at the roadside.” 

Biker Down will be rolled out across Hertfordshire.  

 

As some members of the club have shown an interest, Nick has been in touch with  HFRS and has asked 

for a provisional course date of end Oct/early Nov. Minimum and maximum numbers are still to be  

advised, but we hope to have sufficient numbers to make this viable. 

What to Expect from the course: 

 The course lasts 3 hours and will be held in Stevenage NOT Harpenden 

 It is run by the crews who actually attend RTA’s and who are bikers themselves 

 It teaches general first aid and how to manage a RTA until the emergency services arrive 

 Part of the course includes a presentation slide show/video for staying safe and alive on a bike 

 Each attendee receives a personal certificate on completion of the course 

 Tea and coffee and maybe biscuits if we’re lucky! 

If you would like to take part, please contact any committee member 



Thur 31st July 

Chris & I went to visit Greta…… but the journey!!!     

 ‘Tom-Tom’ said the journey to Whitechapel was 52 miles and will take one hour twenty seven minutes. We didn’t 

think it appropriate to turn up in bike gear, so we opted to use the car and therefore had to allow for traffic, and 

parking. We decided to leave at 3:30pm, this should keep us just ahead of the ‘rush-hour’, which I figured would be 

mostly in the opposite direction. Giving us an ETA of a little after 5pm. Plus it’s free parking after 5:30 ……… perfect!     

The M1 was fair enough, just the usual arrogant idiots and rubber-necker’s BUT, then the London section. 

In my more Halcion days I spent most of my time in and around London, so I thought I knew it pretty well, and  

certainly had no qualms about navigating to Whitechapel.  

A major mistake! The changes ‘they’ have made have stopped any form of direct route, forcing us on extended  

detours, in the wrong direction! Plus, the so called ‘Health & Safety’ measures, like: The traffic lights that are  

sequenced to stop you at every junction and stay red for so long I found myself looking for something to do, 

(maybe write a text or two)! Huge areas of 20 mph, and unbelievable ‘traffic calming’ measures that threaten to 

break your car. Far from ‘calming’ us down, it frustrates the hell out of you as you crawl from one queue to the 

next, turning most drivers into raging arrogant bullies, or to completely ‘switch off’ in some kind of fantasy world. 

As for making London safer, after an hour, I was just about ready to kill someone, which is perhaps what it’s all  

designed for and why they’ve install thousands of cameras, all poised, and waiting for you to get it wrong, so that 

they can rob you of a healthy portion of your ‘hard-earned’. 

Eventually we arrived, found a parking spot, and the entrance to the hospital, and the lifts to tower 5. (I didn’t 

count them but I saw a sign for tower 8). Working the lift was our next hurdle, normally get in the first lift to open, 

(there were 4 of them to tower 5) select the floor, and away you go, don’t you? No, you can end up anywhere, like 

we did. No, you get out of the lift, and find a console where you ‘program’ the floor/ward you want, it then tells 

you which one of the 4 lifts to get into, and after another wait, eventually opens and takes you to the correct floor. 

– ‘simples’. 

We walked into Greta’s ward around 6 o’clock, in serious need of some R & R ourselves, fortunately Greta was in 

good spirits, and laughed at our plight, while Dave rallied round to get us some comfy chairs to sit on. Greta was 

keen to hear all the news of the Chapter, or is that ‘gossip’, and said that she is very touched by all the get-well 

wishes she has received from everyone. The hour and a half we spent with her seemed to melt into minutes, in 

many ways she was her ‘old self’, even though her legs looked more like some laboratory experiment. 

The inventory of Greta’s injuries is huge, and Greta took the time to explain it all to us, in some detail,  

unfortunately I couldn’t begin to repeat it all because I’d probably get it all wrong, accept that I will say it was the 

Herts Air Ambulance that made the difference. Reports vary a bit but, it was certainly several hours that they  

treated Greta at the scene, before they air lifted her to one of the best hospitals in London.  

The Royal London has taken Greta into theatre no fewer than 7 times usually for multiple operations, and are still 

working on her, but the work is nearing completion and they are talking about transferring her to the Lister  

Hospital in Stevenage to finish healing. This will be a great relief for Dave who at the moment is doing that journey 

EVERY day.  

Apart from a few ‘tasty’ scars Greta is now expected to make a full recovery…. 

Big Al  

 

Visit to Greta 



 

Events 
 

 

 Club Social Nights: 

 Wednesday, 20th August 19:30-22:30 

The Chequers, 171 Sharpenhoe Road, Streatley LU3 3PS 

 Wednesday, 27th August 

Lytton Arms, Knebworth 

 Wednesday, 3rd September 19:30-22:30 

The Bull Inn, Redbourn 

 Tuesday 9th September - Club Night 19:30-22:30 

 Royal British Legion, Leyton Road, Harpenden 

 

Calendar events: 

 21st-26th August - III Rivers Holiday  

Fort William, Scotland; for list of hotels to book, see Big Al  

 Saturday, 6th September, 08:00 

Sammy Miller Museum, New Milton, BH25 5SZ 

 Sunday, 7th September, time tbc 

Essex Air Ambulance Motorcycle Run 

 Sunday, 14th September 

Brighton Burn 

 

 

Please check the website for changes, more details and new rides 



 

    Tail End Charlie 
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