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Dear Chapter members, 

As you will be aware if you 

attended the recent AGM, 

after a year of producing the club  

magazine, I am changing roles and  

taking over the Merchandise from Greta 

who really has done a brilliant job.   

So, with Tony’s help, I will have all the 

stock items available to buy at the next 

Club Night - don’t forget! 

 

I am pleased to say we are lucky to 

have a new Editor, Pete Gould - see 

inside for an introduction to Pete (or 

Peat). I hope you will give him your 

support by sending lots of articles,  

photos etc for the mag. Its certainly 

going to be interesting! 

 

Thanks this month go to  Martyn, Big 

Al, Trudie and Pete Gould for their  

contributions inside. If you have  

anything for the next issue, please 

send them to: 

  magazine@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 
All the best, 

Gill 

Website  

Don’t forget to visit our fantastic 

website at: 

www.iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

And you can still find us on  

 

 

 



   

   The Directors Cut  

 

Welcome to another great year in prospect and above all thanks for  

sticking with III Rivers.  

Recently I have been going through some old chapter paperwork and 

stumbled across my very first Directors Cut in the July Magazine 2005 so I 

guess that means I have been in this position for 10 years … or as some 

might say too long. Much has changed in those years many good friend have come and gone but the 

chapter still exists and that is something we should be proud of particularly as we have spent most of that 

time without a dealership. We held our AGM at the March Club night and it was great to see a good turn 

out, business was brisk and the minutes are available should anyone wish to see them. 

We have supported the Herts Air Ambulance now for a number of years and it was agreed to continue 

this for 2015-16, we will be organising a visit to the airfield to hand over £1000 next month it will be a  

Friday afternoon and any members are welcome to come along full details will be on the website. 

Following on from the AGM there are a couple of changes on the committee the first is Gill who has been 

editing this magazine  for the last year, Gill is taking over the Merchandise form Greta who is taking a rest 

so I would like to thank them both for their hard work and dedication, the position of Editor has been 

filled by Peter Gould who I know will do a fantastic job so please help him to find his feet by sending your 

photos and write-ups to editor@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk. 

It is with great sadness that I have to inform you that Sue Sacre one of the original members of III Rivers 

passed away last week after a short illness, Sue and Brian were founder members of this chapter and 

both were committee members for many years, Sue was Secretary/ Treasurer for a long time. Sue knew 

how to have a good time and enjoyed life to the max. Our thoughts are with Brian at this sad time.    

Finally over the last few years we have picked up a select number of new members and without doubt all 

have become active club members and good friends so if you have friends that ride no matter what it is 

they are very welcome to come along to meetings and events as your guest and you never know we 

might just get them to switch to a proper bike …  

 

Ride Safe  

Martyn 

 



 

 
They’re chucking less and less SALT on the roads, which means the temperature is rising 
and we’ve finally reached, ‘that time’! 
 
If you haven’t already, get the bike out and give it a thorough pre-season check over, and 
make sure everything still works properly. Fresh oil in the engine is always good, as it is 
mostly time and carbons that break it down. Tyres can also degrade over the lay-up and will 
almost certainly have lost pressure, and don’t forget the battery; is it going to start? 
 
British Summer Time begins Sunday March 29th, and traditionally is the start to the riding 
season. Weather permitting, we will meet at Tesco’s, Hatfield, for a 10:45am briefing. And 
a fairly modest ride along the A414 to LEIGH-on-SEA. 
BUT, our first meet will be a week earlier; 10:30am, on Sunday 22nd March, at the Royal 
British Legion; for a ‘Group Ride Refresher’. 
This is quite definitely not an effort to teach you how 
to ‘suck eggs’. We are a small club and you are all good 
riders, but we do need to come together every once in 
a while to make sure we are all on the ‘same page’ when 
it comes to group formations.  
We will go through the basic moves and positions and 
what we are trying to achieve, have a short discussion 
on any queries that may arise, then a group ride to a 
nearby café for brunch…. 
 
Finally, a quick word on the Club WEB site Calendar. 
The TBA’s on the WEB site calendar are exactly that; 
the ride is ‘To Be Arranged’, nearer the time. 
It gives us the freedom to take advantage of your suggestions.  So the favourite venue that 
you think will make a suitable ride-out can be put forward, just send me an Email with the 
details.  
Many of the TBA’s that are still vacant a month before, will be ride-outs to a pub or café 
for lunch. 
The Club’s WEB Calendar will be regularly updated with these ‘events’, even changed, so, if 
you want to know what’s going on, click onto the site frequently. The Calendar is fully down-
loadable if you want a hard copy to put on the fridge, just remember to check for updates. 
Apart from high days and holidays and of course human error, there will always be a TEXT 
preceding the rides…. 
 
Ride Well 
 Big Al 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  From Your Head Road Captain 



 

 

Well, for those of you who know me, my journey to being a bike rider has been, to say the least, eventful!  

but at last I passed my Module 2 on Friday, 6th March and haven’t  been off the bike since.   

It all started  10 years ago when my husband, Paul, decided that it was time for him to get back to riding 

and off we went to the ‘Taggart’  Harley Dealership in Watford, where Paul was busy looking at all the 

Road Kings etc and there in the corner was a glittery pink Sportster !  Although I have been dragged 

around Harley Dealerships all over the country this was the first time it had actually held some appeal.  

The dealer seemed to notice me in raptures over this bike and asked if I was a rider. No I said, it was Paul 

who was mad on Harleys and at this point Paul must have noticed me talking to the dealer and shot over 

in a panic!  As this was the first time I had shown any interest in a bike in 20 years Paul said ‘how about 

we buy a Sportster for your 40th Birthday and it is good for me to get back to riding and you learn to ride, 

but definitely  NOT IN PINK ! 

So, two weeks later this shiny new black Sportster 1200cc arrived, it 

look much bigger than when we saw it in the shop and Paul was 

thrilled.  It had a double seat and weekends we were off out and 

about and now I look back on it, as Paul and I are not small people!!  

It was no wonder that after a time we felt it was not the most  

comfortable ‘bike for two’ and that Paul would look for a bigger bike 

and it would be mine. Here starts the journey …..  I enrolled for the 

my CBT in Watford and passed it, going on to the big 500 that  

afternoon and following a couple of lessons took my test, only to fall off before I got to the test centre, 

and although I got up and got back onto my bike and rode to the test centre, my instructor looked at me 

and with all his tact said ‘you are riding like a Tit ,I don’t think you should take your test!!’  Therefore, 

with confidence totally shot, I decided to give it a miss, leaving Paul to blaze his trail alone on the 

Sportster. 

In 2012 Paul took delivery of a Road King 2003 Anniversary Model and when it rolled off the truck and 

Paul started it up, again I got the bug and we talked about joining Harley-Davidson Group to get Paul’s 

confidence up on the newer bigger bike and enjoy some rideouts.   Following a warm welcome from the 

III Rivers Harley Group, Paul spent many weekends on rideouts and although enjoyed it, did not feel  

confident enough to take me on the back and again suggest I reignite the journey to riding myself and on 

a visit to Black Bear one Saturday, a Sportster Low Rider caught my eye and before I knew it we had 

signed on the dotted line. 

It was not until April 2013 that I got round to booking my 

CBT which I passed, and met a chap who talked the talk and 

as he had got me through my CBT and progression onto a 

Kawasaki 650, was happy to take me out on lessons.  After 

two lessons, something did not seem right, during the first 

lesson we stopped  at his friends and he put this chap on the  

MY JOURNEY!! 

Trudie Davies 



 
back of his bike and off we went to an Airfield where I was practicing for my module 1 test (slow riding) 

and these chaps were taking it in turns to tear around like nut jobs !!  After a couple more weird events, I  

decided to call it a day and met Ron from ERT, who knew of this particular chap and confirmed he was 

not qualified and should not have been allowed to take me out as he was not even insured!!  Ron was 

great and after a few lessons, practicing on the Redbourn road, avoiding busses,  got me ready to take my 

Mod 1 Test.  

I was so nervous on the drive to the test centre, my mouth was as dry as the Gobi Dessert, it was  

Mothering Sunday and the hottest day ever, which all you ladies at my age will understand is not the 

greatest situation to wear a full face helmet and massive riding jacket ! By the time we got there I was 

sweating  and had trouble remembering my name, let alone ride a bike.  However,  we arrived and the 

biggest man I have ever seen walked towards me, looked down at me and said ‘Hi, are you ready’, I must 

have nodded yes and somehow got the bike into the space and walked it back into the reverse space  

accordingly, only to look at the slalom cones ahead of me and went into a blind panic ! 

 

This is what greeted me, a whole line of 3 ft traffic cones !!  

   This is what I have been learning to avoid, small flat discs !! 

 

 

In May 2014, after trying to find somewhere local to practice with ‘tall cones’, I ended up finding  the 

closest place was Bristol!!  So off Paul and I went for a couple of days, and with the help of a fantastic lady 

called Gael, again I was ready to take my Module 1.  Feeling confident, off we went to the test centre, and 

again I got the bike into position to go forward into the slalom and off I go.  At this point I forgot to  

mention that it was again a boiling hot day (I was beginning to think God hates women over 40 on bikes) 

and so I was riding with my visor up and whilst in my flow of riding I became 

aware of a buzzing near my right eye and no sooner had I noticed it, it  

decided to fly into my helmet at which point I had to stop the bike and  

subsequently put my foot down !  

Totally distraught I looked at the examiner and said ‘I know I have failed’   

only for him to say ‘Well honestly, I saw the bee and as this is a slow  

controlled manoeuvre exercise, I don’t believe you could have done anything 

else and it was above all a controlled stop, so if you are happy please carry 

on!  I could have died!!  So off I went and, much to the amusement of my 

instructor, I managed to pass my Module 1!! 

Well the summer came and went, and although I went back to Ron for a  

couple of lessons in preparation for Module 2, work commitments and then 

winter overtook events.   

 

MY JOURNEY!! 

(cont) 



 

 

In January 2015 Paul said, ‘when does your CBT run out’ and when I looked it was due to run out in May 

2015.  I thought I had better get on with it, as the thought of starting over again was a no brainer,  and 

booked a lesson with Ron who said I was ready for Module 2, all I needed was to practice fast riding 

which I hated.  Again, for those of you who know me, in my car speed is what I live for (with too many 

points to back it up) but on the bike I just felt like I was hanging on for grim death !  

So after too many fast rides up and down dual carriageways and with my test booked for Friday 6th March 

at 11.11am,  I spent Thursday night cramming in last minute tips Ron had given me and after an awful 

restless night questioning my reason for putting myself through this, and giving Paul a hard time for just 

about everything including breathing !! the morning came and at 8.30again there I was getting on my 650 

ER6f setting off for the Uxbridge Test Centre, and although the sun was shining I think someone was  

giving me a break as it was not in the high temperatures and I was feeling surprisingly calm.  I think I had 

resigned myself to thinking of it as a practice test, doomed to fail, and that I should just look at it as a 

learning experience in preparation for re-taking the test later.   Ron was brilliant and took us around 

some the usual route hazard areas and then it was time to go in.  I was greeted by Chris who was simply 

the best at calming me down and immediately made me feel at ease.  I breezed through the 3 technical 

questions and then off we went.   After 40 minutes of riding through country lanes, high streets and tiny 

back roads we eventually got back to the test centre and I waited for the inevitable ‘unfortunately on this 

occasion you have failed’  but NO!!  Chris said, thank you Trudie that was a great safe, confident ride and I 

am pleased to tell you that you have passed !!  I could have cried, I looked over at Ron who was waiting 

for some sort of sign either way, so I put the thumbs up and he just mouthed ‘ Well Done’.  After that I 

was floating, into the test centre, grinning like some demented creature, while Ron followed in for the 

debrief.  Congratulations, Chris said, virtually a clean sheet, only 1 minor ……….. excessive speed, 67 in a 

60 !!  Ron nearly spat his coffee out laughing as speed was the bit I hated most, but Chris said it showed 

confidence as slightly too fast was better than too slow !   I wonder if this will work with the Police if I get 

stopped for speeding !! 

Well that is my journey. Since passing my test Paul and 

I have been out all weekend and I must say, although I 

am still finding my feet, I am officially hooked!  I read 

this somewhere and it seems to work :  ‘Always go with 

the choice that scares you the most, take the road that 

has more curves because these are choices that are  

going to require the most from you.  Never stop  

challenging yourself’ 

 

Trudie 

 

MY JOURNEY!! 

(cont) 



iii Rivers 
go west ! 

 

iii Rivers Go West – A Tale of Simple Folk 

 

I’m not sure how it all started but it was definitely at a Club night when we heard that Tony & Gill, 
Mel & Pete were thinking about going over to the good ole US of A for a riding holiday They were 
probably inspired by Pete La Porte’s grand adventures in that distant land, and so the planning 
began.  

The intrepid team of adventurers of Gill & Tony, Mel & Pete, Ingrid & Pete and the  
Possiblity of Pete La Porte Participating.  We concluded that would be too many ‘Ps’ and  
definitely too many Petes, so Pete La P was put on the reserve bench. Actually, Pete La P  
decided to take a bit of a sabbatical from big adventures etc. this year, but from his wealth of  
experience, he acted as our tour advisor.  

You wouldn’t think that planning would be so difficult, lots of chin wagging at club nights, copious  
quantities of wine and his best whisky at Tony’s, and the odd donut and pretzels at Ingrid’s 
(donuts and pretzels just had to happen, it’s an American tradition and staple diet) And so to the 
decisions; where to start and finish the tour, where to go, which bike company, tour company + 
guide or go it alone. We eventually decided on start and finish at Las Vegas, go it alone –  
organising our own route, hotels etc. (primarily saving us £1,000 per couple over the organised 
tours) and Harley Davidson dealership rental - Electra Glides. 

Gill looked after the bike rentals, Ingrid looked after booking the hotels, I sorted the route, Mel 
kept on falling over, and I’m not sure what Pete and Tony achieved but they shouted some very 
sound advice and encouragement from their respective corners. 

After much deliberation, we eventually went for a late September trip as the deserts shouldn’t be 
too hot by then and an itinerary that brought together the best of the organised bike trips but was 
extended to meet our duration with some snippets from other (coach) tours. 

The planned route was Las Vegas, St George, Bryce Canyon, Torrey, Moab, Blanding,  
Monument Valley, Page, Grand Canyon, Flagstaff, Sedona, Prescott, Route 66, Hoover Dam 
and so back to Las Vegas for a Gin and Tonic. Some 1,317 miles of cowboy adventure. 

Unfortunately Ingrid decided that all this would be a little bit boring and booked a hotel in St. 
George, Australia rather than in St. George Utah - doh! But to her credit she did manage to find 
Tepees for us to stay in at Moab. 

And so, after only 3 months of planning and jibed on by Gill’s alarming messages about Virgin 
fares going up, on 19

th
 February Ingrid & Pete booked flights with Delta and KLM!. The rest  

encouraged by my actions booked up their flights the next day. 

I ’spose at this stage I should mention that Ingrid & Pete only planned to have one day in Las  
Vegas on the way out and one day on the way back, whereas the others had 2 days on each 
end. Something about Ingrid not letting me loose in sin city to gamble, drink and chase the  
dancing girls, or maybe it was that she hasn’t got much holiday left after our other escapades. 

 

Cont... 
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…...wait for the next stunning episode - will the USA map chip arrive for Pete’s sat nav, will we all 
get lost and run out of petrol, will Mel fall in the Grand Canyon, will the Petes ever manage to 
slow down to 55mph and will Ingrid ever get off that bloody sun bed. 

 

Pete 

iii Rivers 
go west ! 

http://bluffutah.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Monument-Valley-Road-resized.jpg


2015 CHAPTER RIDES AND EVENTS 

 

 

March 
(M) 22/03/15 – Sun – Group Riding Practice – Start of the season –Led by Big Al 
 
(M) 29/03/15 – Sun – Ride to Cocklesheds , Leigh-on-Sea – Led by Big Al 

April 
(M) 05/04/15 – Sun – Club Ride TBA 
 
(G) 06/04/15 – Sun – Southend Shakedown 
 
(M) 12/04/15 – Sun – Club Ride TBA 
 
(M) 19/04/15 – Sun – Slow Riding Practice, Stevenage 
 
(M) 25/04/15 – Sat – Ride to Black Bear dealership 
 
(M) 26/04/15 – Sun – Club Ride TBA 

May 
(M) 01/05/15 – 04/05/15 – Fri – Mon – Chapter Ride to France - still in planning stage (Martyn) 
 
(O) 01/05/15 – 04/05/15 - Fri – Mon - The Cider Rally  (Bridgewater Chapter), Weston-Super-Mare 
 
(M) 08/05/15 – Fri – Club Ride to Blue Grass Smoke House, High Wycombe – Led by Martyn 
 
(C) 10/05/15 – Sun – Club Ride TBA 
 
(G) 17/05/15 – Sun – BMF Show (tbc) 
 
(M) 24/05/15 – Sun – Club Ride TBA 
 
(G) 25/05/15 – Mon – Margate Meltdown 
 
(O) 29/05/15 – 01/06/15 – Fri – Mon – Ireland Bike Fest , Killarney 
 
(M) 29/05/15 – Fri – Evening Club ride to Southend for fish’n’ chips – Big Al 

(M)ember events are 
events that are open 
only to III Rivers  
Chapter members. 
Members may be  
accompanied by one 
guest 

(O)pen events are 
those chapter events 
which are open to 
chapter members, 
national H.O.G.® 
members and other 
guests as desired 
 

(C)losed events are 
those chapter events 
which are open to  
chapter members and 
one guest per member 

(G)eneral events open 
to anyone 
  

http://bridgwaterhog.co.uk/
http://www.irelandbikefest.com/
http://www.irelandbikefest.com/


2015 CHAPTER RIDES AND EVENTS 

 June 
(M) 07/06/15 – Sun – Sammy Miller Ride – Led by Doug 
 
(M) 12/06/15 – Fri – ride to Stoke Bruerne 
 
(C) 12/06/15 – 14/06/15  Fri – Sun – The Gathering (Clyde Valley Chapter), Dunoon, Scotland 
 
(M) 14/06/15 – Sun – Club Ride to Hunstanton – Led by Big Al 
 
(G) 17/06/15 – Wed – Meldreth Bike Show 
 
(C) 19/06/15 – 20/06/15 – Fri – Sun – Hogs in the Hayfields  (Great Western Chapter), near Bristol. 
III Rivers Chapter Ride. Road Captain Ian 
 
(M) 27/06/15 – Sat – Henlow Dogs – tba (Martyn) 
 
(M) 28/06/15 – Sun – Club Ride TBA 

July 
(O) 02/07/15 – 05/07/15 – Thur – Sun – Wake the Lakes (Red Rose Chapter), Kendal 
 
(G) 04/07/15 – Sat – Herts Air Ambulance Bike Run, Harpenden 
 
(M) 05/06/15 – Sun – Club Ride TBA 
 
(O) 10/07/15 –12/07/15 – Fri – Sun – 10th Anniversary Horseshoe Rally (Rutland Chapter), Oakham 
 
(O) 10/07/15 – 13/07/15 – Fri – Mon – This is Not a Raleigh Walter (Peak Riders Chapter), Matlock,  
Derbyshire 
 
(G) 12/07/15 – Sun – Jacks Hill Ton Up Day, Towcester 
 
(M) 18/07/15 – 24/7/15 – Sat – Fri – Chapter Holiday Ride Germany. Road Captain Big Al 
 
(O) 23/07/15 – 26/07/15 – Thur – Sun – East of England Rally (Fenlanders Chapter), Fakenham, Norfolk 
 
(M) 26/07/15 – Sun – Club Ride TBA 
 
(C) 31/07/15 – 02/08/15  – Fri – Sun – Dragon Fever (Black Mountains Chapter), Port Talbot 

August 
(M) 02/08/15 – Sun –  Club Ride TBA 
 
(M) 09/08/15 – Sun – Club Ride TBA 
 
(O) 14/08/15 – 16/08/15 – Fri – Sun – South of England Rally , Hickstead 

http://www.greatwesternhog.co.uk/
http://redrosechapter.com/
http://rutlandchapter.co.uk/
http://peakriders.org/
http://fenlandershog.com/
http://blackmountainshog.co.uk/
http://sofer.uk.com/


2015 CHAPTER RIDES AND EVENTS 

  

August (cont) 
(O) 21/08/15 – 23/08/15 – Fri – Sun – Back to the Forest (Sherwood Chapter), Walesby Forest 

(M) 23/08/15 – Sun – Club Ride TBA 

(O) 21/08/15 – 23/08/15 – Fri – Sun – Old Skool Rally, Towcester (Nene Valley Chapter) 
 
(O) 28/08/15 – 31/08/15 – Fri – Mon - Thunder in the Glens, Aviemore (Dunedin Chapter) 

(G) 29/08/15 – 30/08/15 – Sat – Sun – Wings and Wheels, Airshow & Motoring Display, Dunsfold,  
Guildford, Surrey 
 
(M) 30/08/15 – Sun – Club Ride TBA 

September 
(M) 06/09/15 – – Sun – Club Ride TBA 
 
(G) 13/09/15 – Sun – Brighton Burn Up 
 
(O) 18/09/15 –21/09/15 – Fri – Mon – Circus Maximus Remastered (Deva Legion Chapter, Chester) 
North Wales 
 
(M) 19/09/15 – Sat – Bedfordshire Steam Fayre, Shuttleworth – Led by Tony  
 
(M) 20/09/15 – Sun – Club Ride TBA 
 
(O) 27/09/15 – Sun – Sand & Motorcycles Day, Leighton Buzzard. Road Captain tba 
 
October 
(G) 03/10/15 – Sat – RTTW Chapter Ride - Road Captain tba 
 
(G) 11/10/15 – Sun – Brightona 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check the website for changes, more details  and new 

rides 

http://www.sherwoodchapter.co.uk/
http://www.nenevalleyhog.co.uk/
http://www.dunedinhog.com/
http://www.ridetothewall.org.uk/


The new editor 

Who is Pete? 

Well it doesn’t necessarily have to be Pete, it can also be Peat, something about my spelling 

ability and it was a bit of a Pagan thing at the time, hence my home e-mail 

peatpeatpeat@yahoo.co.uk but if you want a quick response you can always get me on my work 

e-mail peter.j.gould@mbda-systems.com and I suppose at some point I’ll even get a iii Rivers 

account. (You have one already … Edd) 

It would be good to think that I’m a lifetime biker with a Harley bolted to my bum since time  

immemorial; unfortunately that’s not the case, I’m a born again biker.  The good news is I started 

my biking career at the ripe old age of 16 with a Triumph Tiger 20, suitably modified with Ape 

Hanger bars, twin headlights and a mega exhaust, which all sounds good but the headlights 

kept falling off and the damn temperamental thing would never start when you wanted it to.  It all 

came to a literal grinding halt when the big end and the small end decided to part company and 

the con rod concluded that it would look a lot nicer poking out of the crank case.  Unfortunately, I 

was negotiating a roundabout at the time and needless to say, ‘cos I was 16 and knew every-

thing, it wasn’t slowly.  If you ask nicely I’ll show you the scars on my knee.   

That was the end of bikes for the next 39 years.   I progressed my life with cars of every shape 

and size including such delights as a 1275 Mini, a Spitfire, (I won’t mention the Marina) a lime 

green customised Bedford CF (!) and eventually an exceptionally quick Tiger Super 6 (Lotus 7 

based cars – it was once said ‘the most fun you can have in a car with your clothes on’). I’ll bore 

you to death with the engine specification on that, if you want.  I ‘spose that I should also  

mention that I’m an Engineer, who now only gets his hands dirty when he falls over.   

Bikes came again at the grandiose age of 54 when I concluded that my reaction times might not 

be at their best any more so the Super 6 had to go. I toyed with classic and modern sports cars 

but concluded bikes could offer a lot more and secretly, without telling the kids, took my bike 

test.   

Ingrid had guessed that I was up to something when I stopped drawling over Lotus V8 Esprits.  

My secret came out …..when the 

purple Honda Shadow VT1100 

appeared on the driveway.   

This kept us entertained for quite 
a few years with some great  
adventures in France and the 
Scottish Islands.   

 

Cont... 

 

 

mailto:peatpeatpeat@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:peter.j.gould@mbda-systems.com


The new editor (CONT) 
The next bike just had to be a Harley. I tried a few and eventually settled on a V-Rod, I knew the 

purists didn’t love it but I did. I even came down to a chapter pub meet to see what the club was 

like (Honda club had been a huge disappointment – full of boring old men in carpet slippers).  

On that pub night even the guffaws of Al, Doug and Ian, when I mentioned the urge for the  

V-Rod, didn’t put me off.  Just a final stage to go, take Ingrid 

to see one at Lakeside, this was closely followed with “don’t 

think that I’m getting on the back of that bloody thing”, “that 

one over there is a lot nicer”. Money and bribes exchanged 

hands and, having never considered or ridden one, I was 

suddenly an owner of an Electra Glide… and a Harley- 

Davidson rucksack. Since then I have heavily customised the 

bike by adding tassels on the brake  levers.  I’m thinking 

raked out forks and ape hangers next ...  

As the magazine editor, I don’t think that I’ll ever be a 

Piers Morgan but I will do my best for the club.  I have authored the odd thing in my life,           

engineering reports etc., and I think that I climaxed with a somewhat less than candid book of 

my life and times, it started:  

Christ, I’m 55 next year - A Book 

Dedication: 
This diatribe is dedicated to all those mentioned.   

Especially those whose input may have been slightly exaggerated by my poetic licence.  
 ps. Don’t ever, ever, let my Mum read it!  

 
Christ, I’m 55 years old next year, just where the hell did all those years go.  I thought that I was 
only 19 – and I can prove it.  I’ve grown my hair long, bought a big motorbike and get pissed 
whenever I can.  But when I was really 19, I couldn’t afford such luxuries so something positive 
must have happened in my life……. 
I’ll sell you a copy if you wish but needless to say it didn’t win a Man Booker prize. Microsoft’s 
products tell me that it runs to 40,000 words; hopefully the chapter magazine won’t get that  
boring.  
 

Gill, our outgoing editor said that I should include a picture of me 
for this article, sorry Gill this was the best I could find, I suppose it 
will do. As in-coming editor the only request I have is, in the vein of 
Lord Kitchener:  
    
 

You will quickly get 

bored with my inane drivel (I know Ingrid is); I need your inputs 

and ideas; just drop me an e-mail or  

surreptitiously pass me a piece of paper at the pub with your input, 

snippet or idea and I’ll add it, as given or expand it, as you wish.  

Pictures would be great – thanks for your support . 

Pete or maybe Peat. 

‘YOUR MAGAZINE NEEDS YOU’ 



 

Club Social Nights 
 

 

  

 Wednesday, 18th March, 19:30-22:30 

The Chequers, 171 Sharpenhoe Road, Streatley LU3 3PS 

 Wednesday, 25th March, 19:30-22:30 

The Green Man, Hitchin Road, Gt Wymondley, Hitchin SG4 7EU 

 Wednesday, 1st April 19:30-22:30 

The Old Chequers, Gaddesdon row, HP2 6HH 

 Wednesday, 8th April 19:30-22:30 

TBA 

 TUESDAY, 14TH APRIL, 20:00-22:30 

CLUB NIGHT, Royal British Legion, Harpenden 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check the website for changes 



 

    Tail End Charlie 

 

 

 

 

III Rivers UK Chapter  

Harley-Davidson Owners Group  

 

www.iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 Director                                    

Martyn Coote  
director@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

 

 Assistant Director & 

Safety Officer 

Doug Armstrong 
assistantdirector@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

 

 Webmaster  

Ian Jefferson 
webmaster@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

 

 Ladies of Harley                        

Trudie Davies 
ladyharley@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

 

 Merchandise 

Gill Williams 

 

 

 

 

 Editor (from April) 

Pete Gould 
magazine@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

        

          

Committee - March 2015 
 

 

 Assistant Director &  

Head Road Captain 

‘Big Al’ Fether 
roadcaptain@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

 Secretary/ Treasurer                                         

Dave Groombridge 
treasurer@iiirivershogchapter.co,uk 

secretary@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

 

 New Members 

Tony Williams                          
newmembers@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

 

 Membership Officer 

Pete La Porte 
membership@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 
 

        

          


