
The numbers in the chapter keep rising and we are pleased to welcome so 
many new members, many of those have already joined in on some of the 
many rides we have been able to organise. 
 
With the pressure increasing to ride out and the average ride attracting 25 
members and bikes we have invited some seasoned riders to become          
Provisional Road Captains  
So thank you to Steve Gallagher for not only agreeing to join the Road Crew 
but also for buying a new bike to fulfil his new roll (more on this later) also    
welcome and thanks to Steve West and Terry Parker. 
As well as comings there is to be some goings too, Mitch and Loraine are    
moving to Wales so we will be losing our Magazine Editor and a good friend 
too, we wish them all the very best I their new home and hope to catch up with 
them both on the road. 
 
So as a result of Mitch leaving the chapter needs a magazine editor, so if you 
think that you might be interested in getting involved and helping run the    
chapter please let me know and I can talk you through what is involved. 
 
The Covid 19 situation has caused us many problems not only with rides but 
also meeting up but it also has forced us to look again at what we do and how 
we can best socialise together. The Royal British Legion has been very good to 
the chapter over the years and has been able to provide us with a home and 
space to meet, we have also been able to offer food at Club Night something 
that we have never thought of doing before so while it is popular we will       
continue to offer it. 
 
We are trying to get back to our Pub Meetings but as so many pubs are just 
too small this will take a while to return to normal. 
Key to any of our events is Whatsapp we must register if we are attending this 
allows me to be able to provide if required a list of those in attendance, so 
please continue to use this facility.  
We should all keep socially distancing when meeting and at this stage we will 
only organise events that will allow us to keep within the rules. 
 
All chapter official rides will be text directly to your mobile phone so please 
make sure that we have the correct number for you. 
The WhatsApp forum will continue to host discussion and chat also if you     
decide to go for a ride and want some company you can put a shout on the 
group but then please take your conversation off line to avoid confusion with 
official rides. 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks and Ride Safe 
 
Martyn 

Directors Cut 
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Ewan McGregor, Charley Boorman Are A ‘Long Way Up’  
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Ewan McGregor and Charley 
Boorman’s ‘Long Way Up’ found a 
home at Apple TV+, who 
commissioned streaming rights to the 
new motorcycle series. Now, the 
streaming platform has revealed the 
remaining details of when the world 
will watch the famous duo’s new 
adventure, along with a preview of 
official photos from the project. 
The official word is that the new 
series, starring and executive 
produced by Ewan and Charley, will 
begin rolling out as soon as next 

month. The first three episodes will premiere globally on Apple TV+ on Friday, September 18, and 
new episodes will air weekly. 
The new series will follow Ewan and Charley as they ride Harley-Davidson LiveWire electric 
motorcycles through Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Central America, and Mexico 
up to Los Angeles. Also joining them are their longtime collaborators, directors David Alexanian and 
Russ Malkin, following them in their electric Rivian trucks. The whole journey covers 13,000 miles 
over 100 days through 16 border crossings and 13 countries. 
So far, details about their trip have been scarce but McGregor revealed, in an interview with Jimmy 
Fallon, some of the challenges they faced riding electric bikes. 
“It proved to be amazing, and quite tricky at the same time,” he said of charging the e-bikes along the 
way. And while they could sometimes charge the bikes at hotels, and restaurants during lunch stops, 
many times they had to rely on the generosity of locals, knocking on doors and asking to use an 
outlet. 
 
 

https://www.advpulse.com/adv-news/ewan-charleys-long-way-up-series-to-debut-on-apple-tv/
https://www.advpulse.com/adv-news/ewan-charleys-long-way-up-series-to-debut-on-apple-tv/
https://www.advpulse.com/adv-news/ewan-mcgregor-long-way-up-interview/


A Road Captains Lot……. 
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From your Deputy, Apprentice, Trainee, ‘Big Al’s Lacky’,  

 Getting-Lost-Expert, Part Time Vampire  
- Assistant Head Road Captain  

Guys  
As the chapter gains momentum with the influx of new members we are now, regularly 
seeing ride-outs of 20 plus bikes.  From the individual’s perspective you may see it as a 
highly organised, structured, and pre-conceived group of bikers on a mission.  But believe 
you me, it is actually like herding cats. 
 
To make the Road Captains’ (Big Al, Martyn, Doug, Richard H, Pete LP, Graham  and yours 
truly) job a little easier, we have press-ganged some willing volunteers into ‘Provisional’ 
Road Captain positions. They will now go through some extensive, highly focused, 
personalised training (being thrown to the lions and dropped in the sh1t) and they will start 
taking on the Lead Bike / Tail End Charley role.  Additional training will include a Phd, in ride 
planning and mastering of the My Route App (MRA).  A comprehensive course of study will be undertaken and 
a 1st Class Honors degree expected.  Our able, gullible, willing, unsuspecting & naive, yet gallant club members 
taking on this task are:  Steve West, Terry Parker, Steve Gallagher.  
 
                       Please be gentle with them so that we can have a measure of success. 
 
To assist us all, here is a little reminder of the Harley Riding Rules: 
 

HOG Mandatory Announcement 
YOU MUST AT ALL TIMES RIDE WITHIN THE LAW AND OBEY ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATIONS, 

IRRESPECTIVE OF ANY GUIDANCE OR INSTRUCTION FROM ANY MEMBER OF THE ROAD 

CREW.   
YOU ARE DEEMED TO BE IN CONTROL OF, AND RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR VEHICLE AND 
YOUR RIDING AT ALL TIMES.   

 
               This should be read out at the start of every formal III Rivers HOG ride-out….and if I forget, take it as read �  

 
 
 
 
This is a HOG recommended system of marking the route, perfect for groups, up to around 25 
bikes, and is the preferred method of III Rivers Chapter. Like all systems though, it only works 
if EVERYONE in the group participates diligently.  It is YOUR responsibility to lead the rider 
behind to the route taken. 

 
Rule 1. 
  
BEFORE each and every Turn, Roundabout, Crossroads, or anywhere there may be a doubt about the direction 
the Group is taking : 
EVERY rider must check that they can clearly see the rider behind and preferably he/she is indicating 
the turn.  If the answer is YES, then continue on as normal. 
 
Rule 2. 
 
If you CANNOT clearly see the rider behind, BEFORE any Turn, Roundabout, or Crossroads, or there is a doubt 
that they can see you;  
Note where the riders ahead of you have gone and STOP or at least ride SLOWLY, until you are sure the rider 
behind can see you BEFORE you make the turn or change of direction.  
If the rider BEHIND you is nowhere in sight: you must STOP in a safe place and WAIT for him/her, until you are 
sure the rider behind can see you.  

The Buddy System  
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Rule 3. 
 
If Riders get held-up by traffic controls or any reason do not worry;-  
The route is always straight on, or if classified (i.e. has a road number e.g. A23); 
follow the road classification, ‘A’ or ‘B’ road number, until you see your 
‘Buddy’ (the rider that was directly ahead of you), waiting to lead you around the 
next turn. 
 
Rule 4. 
 
On a continuous road or classification, it is impossible for the bikes behind you to miss a turn, there aren’t any, 
BUT it is still companionable for you to keep an eye on them. 
If the rider behind is leaving a disproportionate gap for no apparent reason, you can only report it to the ride 
leader at the first opportunity. 
 

Tips 
 

 Please become familiar with this system it makes all of our lives easier and stops us getting lost – Ha! 
You will be tested on it and publicly humiliated at club nights if you don’t know it verbatim (PS, I’m 
excused ‘cos my mum sent in a note). 

 
 To keep an eye on the rider behind ‘Snap check’ you mirrors frequently DO NOT ever stare into them. 

This can distract you and you might drive into a tree. 
 
 If you think that the Lead Rider / Road Captain has taken a wrong turning (Wot Me!), incorrect exit at a 

roundabout, etc. still follow him.  If you are not there behind him, he cannot keep the group together and 
make a good route correction. 

 
 If all fails & the group splits up, the Tail End Charley will take over the lead of the lost boys.  He should 

know where we are going. 
 
 Keep the group tight in towns etc. to try to stop us getting split up by traffic lights, junctions, and           

4-wheel pursuants.  
 
 If cars manage to intermingle into the group, try to overtake them to reform the group – but don’t take 

chances. 
 
 Try to keep in your original line-up order, swapping about can add confusion when identifying your buddy 

and is un-nerving for other riders.  You should be able to expect the same rider to always be behind and 
to the left or right, according to the stagger formation. 

 
 As we have bigger ride numbers, we will attempt to scatter Road Captains within the group. 
 
 Make sure it is actually your buddy behind you; not some infiltrating biker who wants to play with the big 

boys! 
 
 Make sure it is actually your buddy behind you; not some infiltrating biker who wants to play with the big 

boys! 
 
 Keep in your staggered formation 
 
 2nd man goes to the left of the ride leader (this only works for the Buddy System)  
 
 If possible only the last man / tail end Charlie should have his passing lights on – makes it easier for the 

lead rider to see him I a sea of bikes ! 



III Rivers UK Chapter no.9979 

Page 5 

For the last couple of years we have successfully held a Coffee     
Morning in support of Macmillan Cancer fund, raising just over £900. It 
is that time again and we are going to hold our 3rd Coffee Morning on 
Sunday 27th September at Bennetts (British Legion Club) in 
Harpenden, from 10.30 am til 2pm.  Please come along and bring 
your family, we will obviously be following the guidelines set out to          

ensure we are COVID Compliant! 
 
There is also an opportunity to get rid of those 
‘spare Harley parts and bits’ to free up space for 
new stuff ! Just make sure to put a price label on 
everything you bring.  For those of you who want to come on your bikes, the 
Legion are happy for you to drop stuff off the day before and they will      
securely store it for us. 
 
Don’t forget there is always time for photo opportunity to show off our spec-
tacular array of bikes, so come along for a ‘socially distanced get together for 
a great cause’ and let’s make this year’s event the best yet! 

III Rivers Ladies of Harley 
Coffee Morning for Macmillan Cancer Support 



Wednesday 5 August.   
 
About 20 ish members made it down to the Roadhouse and despite the small splattering of rain 
and some misgivings on the carpark; I think we all had a great time.  It has a lovely naturally 
friendly atmosphere with bikes of all shapes and sizes from a classic Ariel Arrow to a Honda    
Gold-Wing, but I would say that Harleys were in the majority. It doesn’t appear to be a place 
where you chat and drink all night (Ok, maybe for some.  Ha!) and the carpark was plenty clear 
enough by 9pm, to get our boxed-in bikes out for the gentle ride home.  Personally, I think it is a 
good   venue, within about 30 mins drive for most of us and being primarily in the open air, good 
for these Covid times.  OK the food isn’t brilliant and limited to a hot dog or a burger and they 
forgot to put on the music this week but for me this didn’t limit the enjoyment.  The proprietor is 
new to the place and has great plans, including a resurfacing of the car park.  Looking at the  
attendance he is currently achieving - he is doing well. Last week a few of us also called in on 
their Tuesday Night USA Cars and Hot Rods night – a great selection of cars for me to drool 
over for a couple of hours.  Don’t tell Ingrid but I’m off to buy a Big Block 454 ci Plymouth Road 
Runner  
 
Just maybe it could become a regular Wednesday haunt. 
 

Peat 

        Broadlakes     Roadhouse 
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     Patch Etiquette  

With so many new members joining the chapter and for many its your first time as a HOG    
Chapter member, So  I thought it worthwhile explaining about patches and what not to do with 
them. 
 
HOG Worldwide has an understanding with the Motorcycle Clubs that allows us to put patches on 
our backs, for those who don’t know all MC’s abide by a code of conduct that back or Side  
patches are kept to a particular style and any new club would need to ask for permission to put 
them on their backs this agreement extends to colours and 
placement as well. 
HOG had this agreed on a worldwide basis so for that reason 
we have a Top Rocker (III Rivers UK Chapter ) this should be 
on the shoulders of your Cut. You don’t have to have a Eagle 
Patch but if you do it MUST be directly under the top Rocker 
so that it looks like one patch. If you chose to separate them 
this could cause you to be stopped by members of a MC on 
the road and asked to remove it. 
 
Bottom rockers these are not allowed in any form and the 
same goes for patches with England on. 
 
If you decide to place your patches apart so that they look 
like a set of three you might fine yourself pulled over by a 
member of a MC who will generally as you very politely to remove them and if you require any 
help in doing so he will offer to do it for you …..  
 
All other badges and patches can go where ever you like within reason, there are also companies 
that will make you  rockers with what ever you like on them but when riding with the chapter 
please do not ride with comedy rockers on your cut. 
 
Chapter official Logo’s are owned by the Chapter and registered as a trade mark if you want to 
use the logo on anything at all you just need to request permission from the committee. 

 

If in doubt always ask …   Martyn  
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III Rivers UK HOG Chapter  
 

We are supported by Watford Harley—Davidson 
Please support our dealership where ever  
Possible for Service , Spares and Clothing  

 
 

Call 01923—940 646 
 
 

Trade City, 
Thomas Sawyer Way, 

Watford  
WD18 0GS  



 

For those of you who don’t know, I offer 
a patch sewing service, £2 a patch and 
all the money goes to our nominated 
charity.  This all started back in 2017, 
by my husband Paul, following 
numerous holidays and obligatory visits 
to every dealership in the radius of our 
stays, he eventually wanted them put 
on his ‘cut’.  
I initially did this with my regular ‘Singer’ Sewing Machine with a 
leather needle, but after many a broken needle and a lot of very 
blue language, Paul agreed to buy me an industrial machine 
and then very kindly offered my services to the Chapter. 
Not being a seamstress, I thought this was a fantastic idea, until 
it was delivered, and I realised that industrial machines stitch at 

approx. 5000 stitches a minute and go like grease lightning as soon as your foot touches the pedal! 
Not great for a 3” round patch, so after many frustrating attempts I managed to track down a sewing 
machine repairer who put a double belt on it which slowed it down to a plod which is brilliant for small 
patches and the more intricate detailing on the larger patches. 
So here we are today, over £300 raised for charity, and numerous satisfied customers, with special 

thanks to the over-donators. 
 

Enquiries please to Trudie Davies 

 

          
      

     Patch Sewing Services............Charity Fund Raising 
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All Chapter Official Rides will be sent out to your mobile phone via text, while we would like to you to book on to 
each ride by sending a key word to the chapter whatsapp group you will then be added to the group for that 
ride and any changes will be communicated via that group. 
The start place and departure time will be on that Text so please keep it to hand, below is a list of the main 
meeting points for rides, these are decided depending on the direction of the ride. 
 
Baldock Services - A1(M) J10, SG7 5TR, meet to the right of the Service Station food hall entrance at      
            the picnic benches!  
BP Hemel - A414 Breakspear Way, Westbound, HP2 4UA. Meet in the BP service station, parking              

spaces between the pumps and the westbound carriageway.  

Tesco Hatfield - A1M J4, AL9 5JY, A414 (dual carriageway will make you loop back from the east 

     bound carriageway onto the westbound carriageway).  Meet on the Tesco Car park       

close to the petrol station. 

Brickhill, McD's - McDonalds and Shell Service Station, MK17 9RB, A5 / A4146 Roundabout. Meet in  

        McDonalds car park 

Toddington - ServicesToddington Services, LU5 6HR, M1 Northbound between J11 & J12.  Meet in  

 the parking area close to the petrol pumps 

South Mimms - BP Service Station, EN6 3QQ, A1(M) J1 / M25 J23.  Meet at the BP Petrol Pumps  

Buddies-McDonalds Hockliffe  Depending on if we are turning North or South the post code is the same  but 
please note that Buddies has no toilets and both are without fuel so please fill up just north of Dunstable LU7 
9LZ 

Magazine Editor - Martyn Coote  

magazine@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

III Rivers UK HOG Chapter 

 

 

[Diary Dates 2020] 

 

STAY SAFE - SOCIAL DISTANCING 

 

Club Night Every Second Wednesday of the 

Month –The Royal British Legion, Harpenden 

All other meetings due to Covid are add hock 

and will be sent out via text  

 

Please check WhatsApp for chapter chatter 

and updates on gatherings 

Book your place on events to check numbers. 

 

 

Please Stay Safe and remember to social      

distance 

Meeting places for rides outs……... 

Find us on Facebook…III Rivers Hog Chapter Group 

WWW.iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

Email..info@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 
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