
1 
 

First I must apologise this mag should have been sent out before the French trip but time and work 
got the better of me. The air ambulance ride was to say the least interesting for those of us who 
assisted in the ride, one thing that I took from the event was we are a well organised when we ride 
out …… over 500 bikes took part and most of them arrived at the airfield together. The weekend in 
France was well attended and the weather was kind to us and we were made very welcome by Eric 
at the hotel. The ride down went generally ok and by the time we got to the Eurotunnel we had all 
got together, the ride through France was great and we rode through some beautiful countryside. 
After a few drinks , dinner and more drinks we retired to our rooms. Saturday was a chilled day in 
and around the town with dinner in the evening and ……. More drinks with entertainment provided 
by some chapter members and other guests (look out for pictures in the next mag) Sunday we rode 
to one of the many memorials in the area to the Somme battles in the First World War the day was 
hot and being a Sunday very few places to eat were open but it was a moving day to say the least. 
We are reviewing if we should repeat this trip in 2018 please let me know if you would be interested 
or should we look for a different destination. The committee has purchased a Ride First Aid Kit this 
will be carried on all major rides by one of those who has attended the Biker Down training or First 
Aid trained , on that note if an         
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Well that’s just about the end of 2017…. I guess if I were writing a school report on 
this year it would start by saying ; 2017 started well but lost momentum a bit midway 
through then went out with a bang. 

We had some great rides this year and have seen a few changes as the months 
passed, sadly Ian and Wendy sold the Glide and stepped down from the committee 
and chapter leaving a hole where once we had a Web Master but as if by magic Jon 
House joined us and uttered those words every committee loves to hear “I work in IT” 
so Jon is now our new Web man and working on a re-launch for early 2018. 

France this year was fantastic and well attended too, I had thought of giving this trip a 
rest but due to popular demand we will return in 2018 Eric (Foxy) Fox is making plans 
and stocking the bar as I write this. 

Germany was great week too, some of the lads were alone for this trip so we did go a 
little crazy but then not as mad as some ….. then there was the passport and keys 
incident but the less said the better and not to mention Pauls pipes or my indicators .. 
still it’s not a proper road trip without some stories to tell on a cold winters eve . 

Taz took his last ride this year and the chapter marked his passing we now have a gap 
where once a true friend and brother stood “miss you buddy”. I also know that some 
of our other members have lost loved ones this year and my thoughts are with you at 
this time of the year, I guess this is something we all need to come to terms with as 
we are getting a little older as each riding season passes. 

 So 2018 what does it hold ? …. Well another bloody good season, we will soon have a 
list of events and rides for you to plan. We are going mob handed to the Cider Rally 
this year and it’s not too late to get involved this will be the first time we have 
mobbed a rally for some time so I am looking forward to that. We will be looking at 
destinations for a week away in the summer months and I would like to try and 
organise a chapter trip to the USA for 2019 so if that floats ya boat let me know, it 
would require a commitment in 2018 but why not think about it. 

So please have a fantastic Christmas and New Year I look forward to riding with you all 
in 2018 

Ride Safe 

Martyn 

DIRECTORS CUT 
 

FEATURES 

Hi and welcome to the new 
look mag, I thought that it 
was time for a change.  For 
those who are unaware, or 
actually care, the editing of 
the mag has always been in 
Microsoft Editor – an awful 
tool, so many problems with 
widows and orphans!  

 I have now moved it into MS 
Word which gives endless 
opportunities to play silly 
buggers with the 
presentation 

I Do Hope You Like It 
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At the RTTW Arboretum there were a few moans about the parking facilities, something about Harleys shouldn’t park 

on dirt tracks……….. 

In my 25 years with the RAF, I was fortunate 
enough to only lose one friend during ‘active 
Service’.  One of our pilots during Gulf War 1 
decided to have an argument with a sand dune in 
his Jaguar Aircraft, an argument you will never win. 
We all stood on parade in the blazing Bahrain 
sunshine as his coffin was loaded onto the Hercules 
Aircraft.  We joked that hopefully we didn’t have to 
do this for every death of this conflict.  We joked at 
the yank that crashed his F16 trying to do a 
practice attack on our Jaguars flying at ultra-low 
level (50ft).  We carried on joking when the C17 
transporter landed with its hold full of body bags 
and laughed at the huge MASH unit that set up 
shop, just down the road, with more portable 
hospital beds than you can shake a stick at - 
Hawkeye Pierce would have been proud.   

 

During the programme at RTTW, on the big cinemascope screen, 
they showed a montage of pictures taken at ‘Royal’ Wooten Basset 
where all the people of that little Wiltshire town lined the streets to 
honour the returning heroes on their last journey. Maybe my friend 
was there in his very own black limo.  This is where the joking and 
laughing stopped.  The cinemascope image of a young girl with her 
nose pressed up against the window of a hearse gave me my first 
‘moment’ of the day but I was not alone. I could see at least 4 burly 
battle worn ex-soldiers with handkerchiefs to their eyes.  My own 
moment came when we were queuing up to place the   III Rivers’ 
wreath at the wall and the music struck up - Dire Straits, Brothers in 
Arms.  My memory comes from that haunting tune being played at a 
RAF friend’s funeral.  He wasn’t a War Hero, just a good friend.  But 
the camaraderie and friendship that builds up within the forces when 
you eat, sleep, drink and play with the same group of guys 24/7, 
places a very special bond that those outside [civilians] possibly don’t 
appreciate. He had been wiped off his motorbike by a drunken car 
driver.  Very sadly, I had been secretly giving him windsurfing lessons 
so that he could surprise his kids with his skills on a family holiday.  
But he was still a ‘Brother in Arms’.  At the wall, in the wreath laying 
queue, I felt a hand being gently placed upon my shoulder, a lady 
had noticed my emotional predicament, she didn’t need to say 
anything, she understood.  

RIDE TO THE wAll 
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For me the British Forces uphold what is British and what our core values are.  They do the bidding of the people 
and without descent do whatever is asked of them.  They do this by being a very special group of people that create 
a special bond.   To be there at The Wall with thousands of biking and forces kindred spirits to pay my respects to 
those that have served, those that are no longer with us, those that are currently in-Service and those that have yet 
to serve, just to let them know there is and always will be a community of people [bikers] who will support and 
stand by them.   I believe that there is also a similar camaraderie within bikers, we say Hi and nod to each other on 
the road and, like The Forces, we take a risk, we have a special bond.  So I will be there, parking wherever they want 
me to.  For the organisation to expand with upwards of 10,000 bike parking spaces once a year is achievement 
enough.  Next year, maybe, we will get lucky and get one of the better parking spaces, perchance smooth grass, but 
I won’t insist on it. 

Ironically, I read in an article about RTTW, after the event, which gave details of one poor biker on his way home 
after the ceremony that, sadly, didn’t make it due to an inattentive motorist.  A reminder how dangerous our roads 
can be.  Find somewhere in your heart to not only remember the Servicemen but Bikers as well – be careful out 
there. 

 

 

Some were totally overcome by the day’s events 

Ahh, bless them, they’re tired, 
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For those of you who managed not to be at our December Club Night to experience the award 

ceremony 

The Loud Exhaust Award 
For those who can’t help giving an extra little rev in a tunnel 

(Loud exhausts save lives sticker) 
 

• A previous nominee was Martyn, our esteemed leader, with his white Glide when he threw his baffles 
out at everybody behind him on a Cornwall trip 

• Another contender was Paul but he was considered to be cheating by taking one of his silencers off! 
• Little Richard has made his efforts but his technique still needs a little more perfection as he still isn’t 

hitting the rev limiter yet 
• Unfortunately Jo’s new pipes are just too new for us to asses her performances yet 
• Martin Fair-Weather for being loud whenever he can with or without his bike  
• Pete La Port as he, and we, can now actually hear his engine 

 
Martin Fair-Weather was considered for his performance in the M25 Bell Common (Epping Forrest) 
tunnel on the way to France - so loud that he woke Ingrid up! 
 
However, it was Cliff who took the honour by popular audience choice for his magnificent set of pipes 

Best Custom / Modification / Bodge Job 
 (Chopper Badge) 

• Pete G for his 120db horn that stopped working after only 2 honks 
• Martyn for replacing the Harley-fitted bars with his own ones after 5 mins of riding 
• Big Al for cutting his fuel cap in half 
• Paul for allowing Martyn to fit his new bars 
• Pete Braggins for throwing his bike on the floor at Krazy Horse just to re-shape his clutch lever 
• Pete Braggins for further modifying his newly reshaped clutch lever with a blow torch 
• Liberace for his sheep skin-seat and claiming it to be waterproof (Bahhhhh) 
• Pete La Porte for his new Rinehart pipes and making a Harley sound like a Harley and not like a sewing 

machine 
• Trudi for her custom leather panniers and then not going to Germany to use them 
• Dave Ramage for his modification to his tyre valve at Hemel BP 
• We had a late suggestion from the audience that Little Richard was a contender for his antics of 

decorating the outside lane of the M25 with his saddlebag and making the traffic stop so he could 
retrieve it.  But he was dismissed as there was no overall modification as he put the bag back in its 
rightful place, hopefully this time with a bit more sticky tape 
 
The audience decided who got the award?  And the winner was Big Al

THE III RIVERS HOG CHAPTER AwARDS 

A REMINDER OF THIS yEAR’S FUN FIllED EVENTS 
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Safety Award 
(First aid badge) 

• Doug for running over his own 
foot – after all he is the safety 
officer 

• Mel for patching Gill’s hand after 
she burnt it on the Tony’s 
exhaust  

• Graham for his input at the Pete 
and Mel roundabout incident 

• Mel for her support to Debbie 
‘Broken Wrist’ Cross 

 

And the winner has to be Mel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best New Member 
The contenders were 

Dan, for his constant appearances on Facebook, asking 
Daft questions, but not actually appearing at any event. 

 
Jon, for joining the club one month, being elevated to the 
committee the next month and setting out his plans for 
world dominance the following month…..  
 
To Martyn’s amusement the winner was Dan Dan the 
Invisible Man  
 

• He doesn’t get a prize ‘cos he is the new boy and only just 
a member and nobody knows what he looks like .. 

He also gets a well-deserved nickname ‘Dan, Dan the 
invisible Man’   

Traditionally Dan wasn’t anywhere to be seen  
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Best Bike fixer 
 (Spanner Badge) 

• Although I believe there were a lot of hands 
involved in this one, I think that it was 
Graham who eventually mended Tony’s air 
suspension, with a biro tube 

• Martyn for trying to fix his indicators in 
France - but he loses points by letting the 
Harley dealers fix them properly 

• Pete G and Judge for eventually diagnosing 
the fuse on John T’s bike on the side of a 
French motorway 

• John T for diagnosing his own fuse problem 
after he blew the bloody thing again 5 miles 
later while playing with his cruise control  

• Pete La Porte for googling Martyn’s alarm 
problems when the damn thing just wouldn’t 
shut up during the Slow Ride Practice 

 

And the winner was John T for 
creating his own problem and 

knowing exactly how to fix it after 
Pete and Judge showed him how 

to do it 

 

Best Pillion & Ladies Award 
(Pink rose lady rider badge) 

• Chris for putting up with Al 
• Sue for not putting up with Doug 
• Debbie for hiding from us for so long and then with a first appearance on a bike only to be at the Pete and Mel 

car ramming incident, and for falling off a stationary 
bike on her second appearance  

• Ingrid for suffering Pete and giving him gentle knee 
nudges to point out his very infrequent driving errors 

• Ann deserves a mention, a martyr, for putting up with 
Trevor ‘I’ve lost something’ 

• Trudie for having to tell me she is no longer a 
brunette…….err, it was obvious 

• Pam for being a permanent fixture on Terry’s bike 
• Jo Hadwin for taking to biking so well and having less 

bikes than Trudie 
• Jo for suffering in silence….or so we think and for her 

ability to store loo rolls 
• Anne for putting up with Dave’s Heckling…….. at home? 

 
 
 



7 
 

• Gill for having to hide behind the merchandise counter                                        
on every club night 

• Pam for most sparkliest T Shirts 
 

• As I said this is also Pillions, so, Pete Swan for the miles 
on the back of Pete G’s bike while on trips finding bikes and 

collecting broken ones – he didn’t wriggle….much 
 

• Mel for getting dumped off Pete’s bike, but she let 
herself down by saying that he saved her on the last occasion 

 
• Wendy for making Ian buy a Triumph and you long years 

of suffering writing committee minutes that nobody reads 
 

• Gill for putting up with Tony’s “just one more T Shirt” 
rants 

 
• Hazel for her ability to swivel on her pillion seat to take 

photos of bloody everything 
 

• Glenda Braggins for letting Peter out to play and only 
checking out the rough crowd he plays with once a year at 

Christmas 
 

• Jo, again, for most consistent information giver.  Always points out toilets, places of interest and the blatantly 
obvious. 

• Greta for putting on that ever so brave face 
 
• And at the risk of offending anybody that I miss out,  thanks to all our ladies and  pillions, wherever they are 

 
But the award must go to Pam as we have never seen Terry’s bike without her on the back. 

I think the Harley dealers supplied her with the bike.  I 
understand that she is also now an official option on Harley 
Trikes 
 
 
 

 
2. Heckler Award 

(Statler Mask) 
• An unusual award this one, where the prize was given 
out before the nomination to enable the nominee to totally 
fulfil his role 
 
• This award goes to Dave Ramage for his constant 
interruption of every monthly club night briefing 
 

Anything to say Dave…………. 
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3. Best Pace Car and Support Crew 
 (III Rivers HOG Official Support Vehicle sticker for the 

back of his car) 

Only one contender this year.   

Pete Swan 
  
• for allowing his car to be generally used as a 
wardrobe during the Isle of Man trip,  
• for setting the pace on the Isle of Man and Port 
Merion trips,  
• for actually taking a wrong turning on the Isle of 
Man TT circuit 
• for being the duty ambulance when Debbie 
broke her wrist.   
• But mainly for, despite not having a bike, still 
going on rides  
 

And surprisingly the winner was Pete Swan  

 

 

 

 

4. Special award 
(Angel badge) 

For being there and offering assistance whenever 
it’s needed, fixing bikes, picking up Mel and Pete 
after their accident and for riding off and finding 
Trevor’s keys and generally being a good egg 

I give you Graham ‘Road Angel’ Cross 
now to be known as Angel 

Also to be known as ‘Road Angle’ Cross 
to those who didn’t spot my typo in the 
last Mag  
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5. Navigator – the most prestigious of all awards 
(RAF Navigators patch) 

A previous contender for this was Pete G for going the wrong way down the M20 on the way to Germany, this resulted 
in him and Martyn being 4 hours behind the main group in France…………..and this is the last time this will ever be 
mentioned 

This year’s contenders for this very popular award are: 

• Martyn for his very late departure off the M25 onto the M2 on the way to France 
• Pete G for taking a detour through Sainsbury’s car park on the way to Isle of man 
• Martyn for taking an extra lap round a French village 
• Pete Swan for not even managing to follow the Isle of Man TT circuit 
• Big Al – there must be numerous errors but as we never know where we are going so he totally gets away with it 
• Martyn for the laps of the French chunnel port and totally blaming it on Pete La P’s Sat Nav programming 
• Pete la P for programming Martyn’s Sat Nav 
• Pete Swan for the lap of Nottingham Hospital on the way to Robin Hood Harley Dealer’s 
• Martyn for his inability to count miles, his counting skills go 1,2, miss a few,99, 100  
• Graham for the housing estate U turn 
• Martyn, for discussing buying a Sportster and putting a set of knobbly tyres on it before the ride and then taking the 

ride on a route that could only be called Green lane-ing 
 

 

The audience decided that the winner should be Martyn for his repeated offences despite it never being his fault!  

 

 

 

This is the much-desired navigators patch 

 

 

 

 

Finally, an award to all of you for being members of the III 
Rivers HOG Chapter, please cheer and clap yourselves 

Hope that you enjoyed this Award Ceremony and to those that received them, your little pressies. 

I trust that I have managed to insult most of you and that you will eventually find forgiveness in your hearts  

Look out for next year, you are being watched…………… intently. 

 

Yours Pete 
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………AND I THINK THAT WE ALL 

HAD A VERY GOOD TIME 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHRISTMAS DO 
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SOME WERE EVEN HAPPY ABOUT 

THE DRIVE HOME!  
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OTHERS WERE NOT SO AMMUSED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

Despite what might appear to some of you as a private trip, you were all 
invited so I’m going to be really tiresome and show you some of my 
holiday snaps. The crew that elected to go and sort out the bloody 
colonists were Pete & Mel, Tony & Gill, Pete La P, Ingrid and me.  Costs 
were pretty good coming in at about £1,000 per couple less than some 
well-known USA Motorcycle tour operators.  If you are ever interested in 
such an adventure the full 70-page itinerary, hotel details, costs etc. 
compiled by P La P is available from me or your local News Agents.   

The crew can probably also offer about 1,000 photos! 

 
I light-heartedly called this ride ‘In Search of Yogi’, disappointingly we 
didn’t find a single reference to 
him, Bobo or Ranger Smith 
anywhere in Yellowstone, maybe 
we were in the wrong park, but we 
did manage to have a ‘Picanic’ in 
the woods in his honour – 
thankfully no bears tried to steal 
our Picnic Baskets. 

 
I won’t bore you with the: we went there and we did this but as per our Grand 
Canyon/ Route 66 trip a couple of years ago, it was once again a ride of a 
lifetime and certainly one of the ‘World’s Greatest Rides’.  Overall we managed, 
over the 13 riding days, some 2,225 miles around South Dakota, Montana and 
Wyoming, most of which was in glorious sunshine. Although, much to our 
surprise, at about 8,000 feet up a mountain, we did manage to catch the first 
snowfalls of Yellowstone. 

 

                                  A Bar Somewhere 

Deadwood City and Calamity Ingrid 

 
 

 

IN SEARCH OF yOGI 
Pre-Trip Training 
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Bike hire was from Rapid City S.D 
and they were pretty good with 
the bikes all set up and ready for 
us to drive off, once we had 
sorted the absolute mountain of 
paperwork.   
 

The biggest disappointment was 
that they had disabled the bike 
alarms – bloody what! They find 
that it’s easier for them to 
manage the key fobs that way – 
bloody what!   

 

The best dealer visited was Gillett where their salesman was absolutely brilliant, showing us, in every detail, the changes 
to this year’s models – they had each one lined up alongside last year’s bikes so a fair comparison could be made.  He 
addressed every bike in stock including some 1960’s stuff from the owner’s personal collection and all this was with the 
expectation that we would only buy a badge or maybe a T shirt.  

 

Normal words don’t allow me to describe the sights and scenery, you just had to be there, the best I can do is it was 
bloody awe inspiring, absolutely marvellous.  If you ever have the chance to do such a trip – go for it, you won’t be 
disappointed. Don’t go thinking that USA is all straight roads – there were a lot of fun elements, the route was selected 
for them. And when they run out of space for a hairpin bend they simply do a 360 degree and you loop back under 
yourself 

 

 

 

And just for Jo!......... 

There are other people out there who have a thing 
about never running out of loo paper 
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Proposed Ride - Kent & Sussex Weekend Ride 15-17 June 2018 - Ride Leader Pete G 

Given the success of last year’s trip to Sussex and Kent it was agreed that club 
members should again be given the opportunity to enjoy some of southern England’s 
outstanding natural beauty. 

Day 1 Friday 15 June.  Meet at 6pm (TBC) at South Mimms Service Station Petrol 
Pumps.  Depart in, hopefully, not too much rush hour traffic to arrive at our 
destination hotel in Ashford in time for evening dinner at the hotel. About 1 hr 20 
mins ride 

Day 2 Saturday 16 June a.m., at 
an agreeable hour after we have consumed far too much egg and 
bacon, set off for the coast, taking in Dymchurch, Dungerness for a 
cup of coffee to enjoy England’s only desert and following the coast 
as closely as we can for the sights of Rye and Hastings.  Finishing at 
the Route 1066 Café on the A21 for a spot of lunch.  The riding time 
is about 1 ½ hours.  If the riders all agree, we can hop onto the 
miniature train at Dymchurch for an express ride into Hythe but 
this may mean we need to get up earlier! 

 

 

Day 2 Saturday 16 June. p.m.  Depart the 1066 café for Ashford 
taking in the delightful B roads of the ‘High Weald Area of Natural 
Beauty’.  About 1 hour run, plus a few diversions to keep us on 
our toes.  An evening beer or 2 on the patio and dinner at the 
hotel 

 

 

 

Day 3 Sunday 17 June. a.m.  A light breakfast of muesli and 
grapes (Ha!) and we depart at a not too strenuous hour back 
into the High Weald Area to arrive at the Wessons (Ogri) café for 
coffee / brunch.  About 1.5 hour run 

 

 

 

Day 3 Sunday 17 June Stage. p.m.  We start to head home but stay on the 
good roads to take in the scenery of Ashdown Forest.   Stop for a quick coffee 
refill at the M25 Cobham services.  Total is about 2 hours run from Wessons 
back to South Mimms 

Hotel target costs will be about £60 per night and I promise a nice car park! 
Initial reservations will be for 6 rooms.  This may be extendable but book 
early with me to guarantee a place.   Please, Please book early as it 
helps with the planning  



16 
 

THE COMMITTEE 

Rather than put the ‘these are your committee’ pictures on the back of every mag I have 
decided to let the website tell you who the ‘Greek Gods and Goddesses’ are who run this 
show for you 

However, we do have to announce one new committee member: 

Graham Cross, taking on the appointment of PR officer, his resume is: 

Rides: Road King Classic FLHRC 

Email: Grahamscross@hotmail.com mobile : 07593166950 

‘I joined the chapter in Oct 2015.  I have been riding bikes for 37 years and have had a 
full licence for 25 of them.  My first Harley was a Sportster 1200 Low and owning a 
Harley was a bit of a defining moment for me.  After serving in the Armed Forces and the 
Police for 33 years and missing the camaraderie; joining III Rivers was one of my life’s 
good choices and I thoroughly enjoy the Ride Outs and new friendships that this has 
brought me. 

My aim is to boldly seek new members and to promote III Rivers at every opportunity. 

We have also been joined on the committee by Jon House, our new Webmaster.  

No picture yet as the police are still processing it! 

 

A New 5th Wednesday Pub 
We had a Wednesday night meet at The Plough, Tebworth 
Road, Wingfield, LU7 9QH 

I hear it was well attended….what do you think of it? 

Food? 

Location- Accessibility? 

Beer? 

Should we go there again? 

 

I also heard that some of the attendees 
had a couple of problems finding the 

secrete door!!! 

 

Don’t know who it was as I can’t see 
their faces  

mailto:Grahamscross@hotmail.com
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A CAlENDAR – 2018 
As we had a few hiccups in the planning department last year (be honest you didn’t actually notice them) ‘The 

Management’ have agreed not to put anything into the calendar in the mag or on the Website until they are 

100% confirmed. However, to assist the ride planning the random thoughts of the various Road Captains will 

be advised, maybe just to provoke reaction from the membership. After an extensive committee planning 

meeting we came up with 

January 

  TBD 

February 

  TBD 

March 

  TBD 

April 

 27-30 Cider Rally – Ride Leader TBD 
Sunday 8 Slow Ride Practice at MBDA Car Park, Then Shuttleworth (TBC) for a spot of lunch 
May 

 25-28 Weekend Away in France to book a place contact Martyn  

June 

Fri-Sun 15-17 Kent and Sussex – Ride leader Pete G 

July 

  TBD 

August 

  TBD 

September 

  TBD 

October 

  TBD 

November 

  TBD 

December 

  TBD 

 

Events that are being considered. 

Do you the intrepid reader want to suggest something?  Do you particularly want to go on a particular ride and influence 

the date?  Let Us Know 

• Before we start the riding season i.e. before the clocks go forward.  Maybe a: 
o Bowling Evening 
o Dog Racing 
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Pete’s Proposed Trips, no specific dates yet, let me know if there is any specific interest 

• Weekend rides 
o Snake Pass, Peak District.  Snowdonia Wales 

• Day trips 
o Battlesbridge Motorcycle Museum, Essex 
o Custom bike shop and Southampton HD  
o Sunbeam Club Pioneer Run 18 Mar 18 
o Distinguished Gentleman’s ride? Sep 18 
o Ride To The Wall – 6 Oct 18 

Other considerations 

o Holiday France 
o Holiday Cornwall 
o Ride to the Wall when there are not 1,000’s of bikers there 

And as I have now run out of room to write any more drivel………. 

~ THE END ~ 

 


