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First, I must apologise this mag should have been sent out before the French trip but time and work
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• A ride report or 

two 

• Mitchel’s Bits 

• Future rides  

• Ladies of Harley 

• Trudie’ s sewing 

machine being put 

to good use 

• Baby its cold 

outside 

• Newmarket H-D 

news 

• A communication 

medium? 

• Happy something 

Another year draws to a close, we have had a busy year and had some 

great rides.  We have welcomed new members who have joined and 

become involved with chapter life and you can’t ask more of anyone. 

With a new era starting for III Rvers we must not forget the lessons 

learned from the years without a dealer, we have become very 

resourceful in communication and getting our message out this has 

lead to a steady flow of new members wanting to join us as opposed to 

being given a free membership. Without exception every new member 

has joined and become involved this must stay at the centre of our 

chapter going forward Graham has done a great job of spreading the 

word and involving members. 

There has been very few changes in the committee this year in fact only 

one, the return of Dave Groombridge for his second stint as charity 

officer a roll he did very well before breaking our previous records for 

fund raising. 

We have a great opportunity on the 7th July 2019 to raise a great sum of 

money with our first ever Custom and Classics show at the legion all 

proceeds will go to our charities so please spread the word.  

2019 will be a busy year I am sure but I welcome the challenge of 

merging old with new and losing our tag of the ‘Oldest orphan chapter 

in the world’     

Have a great break and I look forward to 

 riding with you in 2019 

 

Martyn 

Features 

Guys and Galls 

Welcome to the 

festive season edition 

of your favourite 

mag.  To keep up with 

the HOG challenge of 

10 mags a year, after 

this mag, a further 4 
mags will be created 

before the end of the 

year (yes, I will be 

working feverishly on 

Christmas day).  The 

last 4 mags will be in 

the post along with 

my Christmas cards 

and your Christmas 

bonus – Ha! Ha! 
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A Ride Out with III Rivers 
21st October 

 
Can you cast your minds back to the Disney film of Jungle book? 
 
                         There were 4 Vultures, Buzzie, Flaps, Ziggy and Dizzy sitting in a tree………… 

 

Buzzie: [two Flaps] “Okay, so what we gonna do? “ 

Flaps: “I don't know. What you wanna do?”  

Buzzie: “Look, Flaps, first I say, "What we gonna do?” 

etc, etc, etc. 

Now give these guys some new names, for posterity let’s call them:  Martyn, Big Al, Steve and Terry (although 
I’m sure there were other contributors) 
“Where shall we go?” 
“I dunno, where shall we go?” 
etc, etc etc.   
 
You get the scene 
 
There were numerous suggestions, Krazy Horse, Iron Horse, seaside for Fish and Chips……. 
And so, it went around in circles and circles and circles but, based on the seaside was too far and would take 
2 hours to get there and Iron Horse was closer (but still actually took 2 hours to get there!), Iron Horse (Iron 
Horse Ranch House, Market Deeping) was selected 
 
Al did a ride brief, something about Buddy System; I wasn’t particularly listening at that point as I had my 
helmet on and was raring to go  
 
And so, it came to pass, 11 valiant bikers and their steeds, led by Al, set off to the Cambridgeshire Fenlands, 
with a full English breakfast on their minds 
 
The ride was great and employed frequent ‘Second Man Drop offs’.  I don’t know what happened to the Buddy 
System, but Terry was playing some old Jive music maybe that was Buddy Holly!  
 
I miss Taz, he would have been playing some Rock ‘n’ Roll…LOUD! 
 
The Fens roads carried some delights for us.  The signs said bumps in the road but what they didn’t mention 
was Extremely Absolutely Huge Bumps and that your suspension would bottom out as you hit them, then you 
would be launched into the air and land on your seat with a big OW! Best bit was watching and laughing at the 
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bike in front doing his ‘rider in the air’ bit but totally forgetting to slow down yourself for the next lump.  Mel was 
heard to mention very quietly into Pete’s ear something about 
“needing a bloody seat belt”. 
 
And so, we arrived at Iron Horse just in time to not get breakfast, 
they had finished serving that at 12.00………Lunch was great. 
 
We assembled in the carpark for departure and set about the 
conversation “which way are you going home, it was either Buzzie 
or Flaps who suggested the A1, Ziggy said “I’m going to Sawtree, 
so don’t follow me”. 
 
And so, it came to pass, some valiant bikers and their steeds, led 
by Al, set off to the A1. The A1 had a little surprise for us 
…….Closed at Junction 14, doh! 
 
I can only give the story from my perspective, but Al led a gang off 
the A1 at J13 and a few other souls braved the filtering towards 
J14.  Onto the A14, I departed at the first exit while the rest of this 
particular gang carried on along the official diversion.  I then 
managed to get just ahead of Al’s gang, meeting him on a 
roundabout over the A14.  Needless to say, me and my sat nav 
knew better and I disappeared back up the A1 north-bound (!) 
carriageway and off to Sawtry! – didn’t see Ziggy But I did meet up 
with Al again in some village or other, when again I just snuck out 
in front of him.  And so, it continued, we criss-crossed our way 
south.  As I said, I (and I think Al) knew best.  So good was my 

judgement that when I got home Pete and Mel were waiting on my driveway, they had just followed the official 
diversion, and they had been waiting there for 20 mins!   
 
Good lesson on navigation, but I had the best fun on the backroads with my Big Al rendezvouses – great day, 
thanks guys and especially to Al for his Captain of all Road Captains leadership – only had one U turn, said 
“the sunshine was on his sat nav”, bless him. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

And a few of us went to Henley on Thames 

It only took a hint on Facebook and we were off……………… 

This started with a proposal from Martyn for a ride on Saturday 17 Nov to Black Bear.  I don’t know how this 

went as I was confined to home doing chores for the day.  But I do know that they got there and were last seen 

by Terry at Black Bear muttering something about Egg and Bacon.  Terry was at Black Bear getting an early 

morning ‘Special Offer Discounted’ servicing on his trike.  He was still smiling at the cost of his servicing when 

I saw him on Sunday. 

Richard announced that he was going for a ride on Sunday 18 Nov and Henley on Thames was proposed.  

So, with nice early morning November sunshine, 10 of us distributed ourselves across 6 Bikes and a Trike and 

set off for the Hemel Hempstead Magic Roundabout.  That successfully negotiated, the A41 was tackled.  

Richard, probably taken in with his Magic Roundabout success then randomly selected another roundabout to 

do a practice lap or 3 on, but we didn’t care because the sun was shining, and Richard had confidently learned 

the hand signal skill that comprehensively says, bugger, go back in the direction we came.  We had a very 

pleasant trip to the Thames, negotiating a route only known to Richard and his sat nav.  When we parked up 

the smell of egg and bacon was in the air. We fed and watered and then made sure that the ducks were fed 

and watered.  Back on the bikes and another lovely route home directed by Richard.  Our close formation 

riding through High Wycombe was something to behold and would get a row of sixes from a set of 

synchronised swimming judges – we were brilliant. 
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 I recently read this article, which has several interesting points - I thought it would be good for general 

inclusion in the mag: 

 We're surrounded by reports about how anything with an internal combustion engine is going to be outlawed 

from our towns and cities in the surprisingly near future - it helps to sell papers.  So, it’s good to hear from the 

Motorcycle Action Group (MAG) that they have won a landmark case to gain exemption from charging for 

motorcycles of all ages from Birmingham town centre's Clean Air Zone. 

 Birmingham is the first authority outside London to propose the 'Class D' clean air model, and MAG has 

consistently argued that motorcycles are net reducers of congestion and pollution.  They point to studies 

showing that a 10% shift from single occupancy cars to motorcycles and scooters can yield a 40% reduction in 

congestion for all road users, and a 7.5% reduction in CO2, 5.5% in NO2 and 20% in particulate matter. 

MAG's director of Campaigns & Political Engagement, Colin Brown, said: ''This is a decision that will impact 

riders not just in Birmingham, but throughout the country”. 

Director of Communication and Public affairs, Lembit Opik, added ''this has significant implications for the 

legitimacy of the poor decisions being made in the capital. We will be continuing our efforts to persuade Sadiq 

Khan to reverse the illogical and counterproductive charging of pre-Euro 3 motorcycles in his Ultra Low 

Emissions Zone (ULEZ) due to come into effect in April 2019''   Source – American V, mag-uk-org 

We should be encouraged to support MAG with subscription if we want effective representation to protect our 

hobby/ sport / lifestyle. Ed sounds like a great idea                                                                                                                     

 

 

Mitchell’s bits 
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As you have no doubt noticed by Martyn’s proclamations at the Club Nights, your wonderful 

and esteemed committee, after they have eaten all the doughnuts, have started to plan out, 

or at least talk about, some trips for your entertainment next year: 

• Pioneer run: 24th March 2019, as long as it’s not snowing again   

• France - Montreuil sur Mare: 

• Cider Rally: 3rd-6th May 2019 – 32 people booked so far 

• Air Ambulance Run 2019 

• Ireland Bike Fest: 31st May - 3rd June 2019 

• Portugal HOG European Rally: 13-16 June 2019 

• Peak District - Long Weekend  
• Snowdonia - Long Weekend  
• Thunder in the Glens: 23-25 Aug 

• Lake District  - Long Weekend  

• Robin Hood Bay - Long Weekend  
 
Long Weekends – Because of the great success of the Peak District and Wales trips this year, I 

have been requested to run these 2 again.  Particularly by Debbie as she wants to see a Wales 

that doesn’t have a Hospital A & E department in it.  From the way she now beats Graham, I 

presume that the wrist is a lot better now!  

Begging Letter - For any long weekends type trips that involve booking hotels it is imperative 

that as soon as they are announced that you let the organiser know if you intend to come out 

to play on that occasion.  For my rides, I tend to book an initial 6 rooms (hotels don’t 

particularly like reserving lots of rooms) and then extend bookings as desired – first come first 

served, or something. 

Sunbeam Club Pioneer Run, Sunday 24 March 2019 

I tried to do this ride out in 2018, but as you may remember, it was snowing, so I cancelled. And would 

you believe it so did the Sunbeam club, the first time in 75 years of running the event.  Hopefully, better 

luck next year.  I’ll put out a flyer closer to the date but please let me know if you are interested  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiJgKmk9KfZAhWLVxQKHdPkBbsQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://classic-motorbikes.net/classic-bike-images/new-hudson-classic-motorcycles/&psig=AOvVaw31GIpsTlIqgYQIpp6I18sp&ust=1518783682068854
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Trudie Davies -        

 

Ladies of Harley Officer 

I attended the annual LOH Officers AGM at the Harley Davidson HQ in Oxford on Sunday 4th November to represent our 

III Rivers Chapter. Paul came with me and joined the other partners who were whisked away for the day touring Oxford!  

It was extremely well attended with ladies from 15 Chapters from around the UK, not all riders surprisingly! The meeting 

kicked off with a review of the activities carried out in 2018, including the ‘Sparkle Tour’ for female riders, there were 4 

tours in total, Scotland, South East, South West and East, with an extremely keen interest for next year for even more 

tours.  In addition, there was the ‘Twinkle Tour’ for pillion riders, again extremely well attended and planned again for 

2019.   

During the initial introductions I explained that we were 

about to be adopted by Lind which received a great 

reaction and I have a feeling our open day will be 

attended by a number of ladies representing the various 

LOH chapters in some shape or another which will be 

great. 

As we now have a number of ‘lady riders’ I would be 

more than happy to organise a III Rivers trip to join one 

of the tours next year, please let me know asap as they 

get booked up quite quickly.  I believe the dates are 13-

16th September 2019.  Also, if there are any pillions and 

their riders who would like to go to the ‘Twinkle Tour’ 

let me know and I can arrange this as well, I believe it 

will be on the same weekend. 

During the discussions Marjorie Rae informed the group 

that she was pushing forward with ‘Garage Parties’ for 

riders, pillion riders and non-riders, they are held at the 

Dealerships, with snacks and drinks provided by the 

dealers and are a type of workshop which is proving 

very popular in the USA, they include: 

✓ How to check your Tyre Pressure and Oil 
✓ How to pick up your bike 
✓ How to Jump Start a bike 
✓ New Pillion Rider information Days 
✓ Introduction to the HD Sat Navigation system 
✓ Riding Taster Days with a rolling road available 
✓ Overcoming fears like falling off, and inspirational speakers. 
✓ Riding Dynamics 
✓ Merchandise Evenings & discussions with Riders & pillion Riders: Riding Gear; Fashion vs function. 

Elaine Sheppard (National Chapter LOH Officer, UK & Ireland) told the group about a Ladies ‘Bubbles and Chocolate 
Tour’ run by Gary French, which sold out within 3 hours of going live, and involves a weekend trip to France I am sure 

Ladies of Harley 
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the rest needs no explanation!  Gary was so taken aback with the interest in his tour and the Sparkle Tours that he has 
promised to put together more rides for 2019. 

I was very proud when Elaine showed our own Jo Hadwin’s ‘Amazing Journey’ as part a slide presentation for 
‘inspirational ladies’ and asked me talk about Jo’s Story, I did tell them about all the lovely cakes you had, again well 
done Jo, and I want to pass on the amazingly positive comments from all the ladies present that read your story when I 
see you.  

It struck me during the day, whilst listening to all the amazing trips they had all been on, organised not only by riders but 
by pillions and non-riders, that there was so much more fun to be had.  A lady from the Iceni Chapter talked about a trip 
to Wiverton Hall in Norfolk, where they stayed at the Country House, and were entertained by the outrageous aristocrat 
owner who apparently loves all things motorbike, and there were events and all sorts going on.  As much as I love food, I 
thought it would be lovely to ride out to somewhere that had a little something for pillion riders and some of us who 
prefer more to do than ride there, eat and ride back. 

Cook-offs were a big topic for social events, with the Sherwood Chapter’s LOH giving an amazing fund-raising idea of a 
‘curry cook off’ which was so successful the dealer actually bought 10 Crock Pots for the Chapter to encourage them to 
do it again!  They had 67 people through the dealership, all paying £5 for a plate of 10 different curries and a score 
sheet, (£335) plus they stayed in the store for over 2 hours which bought a revenue to the dealers, so happy days! 

Jean-Ann from the Dunedin Chapter talked about an encounter with the author, Lin Anderson, during a stop at a Pub 
during the ‘Thunder in the Glens’ Rally.  Apparently Lin was so taken with the riders, bikes and all that was going on 
during the Rally she wrote a book called ‘ Sins of the Dead’, which is the thirteenth book in Lin Anderson's series of 
Rhona MacLeod thrillers, which finds the forensic scientist looking into the death of a man found by a group of Harley-
Davidson riders who was discovered with his hands together on his chest as if he had been peacefully laid to rest, 
definitely worth a read ! 

There were a few discussion points, for example the change in the Mileage Programme (Ride 365) which is being 

discussed further at Director Level and implementation of stricter guidelines between members and non-members. 

Jo Green the H.O.G. Officer Training Co-Ordinator, emphasized the importance of safe riding and explained the benefits 

of the Harley Road Captains training which is available to everyone, even if you don’t end up being a Road Captain it has 

some great tips and promotes safe riding. If you wish to attend any of the training sessions, please let me know and I 

will get the details for you. 

Lorraine Seedhouse, also a LOH Officer and pillion rider, emphasised the importance of non-riders and pillion-riders to 

the Chapter, who are often the forgotten people. They have a very valued part to play within the chapter, some of 

whom are Ladies of Harley Officers for their own chapters and plan rides and events for the whole group to enjoy. 

Marjorie made a very good point, she reiterated that we should all remember that although Chapters were originally 

designed to support the Dealers this was a two-way street, the more effort you put into your dealership the more 

support you will get back, it is a joint enterprise. 

Marjorie, Elaine, Jo and Lorraine presented a great day of discussions and information and I left the meeting on Sunday 

evening on a very positive, forward looking high, with lots of enthusiasm to pass onto the Chapter once we have our 

dealership and support in place.  Trudi 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Having trouble getting those much-treasured patches sewn onto your 

jackets and vests: 

Don’t forget that the wonderful Trudie will sew on your patches for a 

small donation to the charity fund 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwidycTC5sbeAhWG4IUKHRS0CBkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/vector-pop-art-illustration-of-a-young-woman-dressmaker-sewing-on-a-sewing-machine_1265734.htm&psig=AOvVaw0Yv84VSg9pn9hdJT9TceeS&ust=1541835318684695
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Do you run a business? Want to advertise it in a UK renowned national periodical.  Payment is 

only a small donation to charity………………..Send me your inputs 

“Baby its cold outside” 

STANDARD BATTERY TEST 

Static Battery Voltage Test: 

1. Put your motorcycle battery on an ‘OPTIMATE’ battery charger for 24 hours. 

2. Disconnect your motorcycle battery from all charging, and let it sit for at least an hour. 

3. Turn on your ignition so your headlights are on for about two minutes and then turn them off. 

(This will get rid of any ‘surface charge’).  

4. Set your voltmeter to 20 v dc and connect it to the battery. (pos to pos - neg to neg). 

5. A good battery should read between 12.4 to 12.6 volts, 12.6v being optimal.  

6. If it reads below those values then your battery is not keeping a full charge.  

Starting Battery Load Test: (cold cranking test) 

1. With your voltmeter still connected:- 

2. Start your engine, and whilst the motor is cranking, check the voltmeter:- 

3. A good battery reading will be above 10 volts. 

4. 9.6 volts being the absolute lowest you'd want to see.  

5. If it drops below the 9.6v, the battery has a very low capacity and should be replaced. 

Charging System Test: 

1. To determine if your motorcycle charging system is working properly:-  

2. With your voltmeter still connected:- 

3. Start your motor and bring the RPM up to approximately 3,000.  

4. You are looking for; 13.8 to 14.5 volts to know that your stator and regulator/rectifier are 

operating properly and charging your battery. If not, you may have a Charging Problem.  

Best Practice & Battery Maintenance: 

Whenever you’re not using your bike for a week or more, even during the summer months; put it 

on the charger.  

Keeping your motorcycle battery on a battery charger is an inexpensive way to assure you get the 

most life out of your motorcycle battery.  

The worst thing you can do is just let your motorcycle battery sit without being on a tender for 

long periods of time.  

Who wants to prematurely buy a new, expensive, motorcycle battery? 

Big Al  
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Newmarket Dealership News. 

Hi All,  

As they time flies and it certainly has this year! Simply cannot believe it is 

December already, and we still have lots going on…. 

Our final event ever at Black Bear Lane was our Santa Day on Saturday 8th 

December when we had our Santa ride in and some free presents for the 

kids, a colouring competition as well as free gift wrap and discounts from 20% up to 50% off of selected items 

We will then close at Black Bear Lane on Christmas Eve at 13.00hrs and begin our Re-Location to our New Dealership in 

Oaks Drive, Newmarket CB8 7YY – We will remain closed throughout Christmas and open January 2nd at 08.30am (my 

mobile and all emails will still be open for contact during this period) 

Oaks Drive is a very large site, above all offering some badly needed car and bike parking, we will operate out of one 

building (as opposed to the two we use now) and we have been mindful to bring some of the old place with us so when 

you do come and see us, have a look to see if you can spot any “throw backs”. Our Grand Opening Party will be on 

Saturday 2nd March 2019 and it will be BIG! 

The latest news that you have all been waiting for…. WATFORD H-D is getting closer, we are currently awaiting tenders 

for the fit out but by the time you read this we will have selected a fit out crew and work should be starting early 

January, with an April opening scheduled.  My experience tells me not to promise until the store fitters are 75% 

complete though! 

Personally, I am really looking forward to Watford H-D 

opening, many of you know I used to manage Stadium H-D 

in Walthamstow, way back when and I used to look forward 

to visits from Three Rivers. I think you guys have done an 

amazing job keeping the Chapter running and moreover 

you guys are very busy and growing, I am looking forward 

so much to working with you so we can both grow 

together. I will let you know the very latest news as it 

happens! 

I’ve attached some “artists impression” of the new Newmarket H-D 

site and hope to see you there from 2nd January, and certainly for 

the Grand Opening on Saturday 2nd March 

Until then, have an absolutely fantastic Christmas & New Year, roll 

on a very busy 2019! 

As always, if I can do anything to make your Dealership experience 

better, don’t hesitate to call or better still pop in and see me at the 

shop, Ride Safe, Garry 

 

 

  
Site at 21 May 2019 
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Club Chilli night - Somebody sells a helmet……  Big Al “That’ll do nicely, it should fit” – we think not 

 

Dave Groombridge – I really thought it was going to be a trip to A&E.  It was like the little boy who got the 

saucepan stuck on his head.   

Anonymous - Just look at Jo’s expression. I haven’t seen that expression outside of the house before 

Pete G – Laughed…… I nearly got the Vaseline out 

Big Al – Brace yourself dear 

 
 

 

And a photograph that just shouts out for a caption contest 

John T – I’ve got my Eye on you.  Just the one eye 

Terry – just where is your right hand going? 
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For a small donation to our selected charity you got your Christmas card 

here: 

 

Have the Happiest Yule – Blessed be 

Ingrid and Pete 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas  
 

From All of Us 
 

III Rivers HOG Committee 
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To all our iii Rivers friends and families, a 

very merry Christmas and a happy & safe 

riding New Year. 

Paul & Trudie xx 

 

 

                                                                      

Happy Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year to all our friends in III Rivers. 

2018 has been a good year and we have 
made some lasting memories.  

Looking forward to 2019  

Ride Safe Martyn and Jo  xx 

 

 

Big Al & Chris would like to wish a very HAPPY CHRISTMAS 

to all the members of III RIVERS CHAPTER. And look 

forward to our 15th year of riding together, and all the 

exciting prospects planned for 2019. 
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A very Happy Christmas and New Year 

To everyone in III Rivers with best wishes 

Doug and Sue 

Wishing all our chapter friends  

 

A very merry Christmas and prosperous new year  

Terry & Pam  

……………………………………………………. 

Wishing everyone at iii rivers a great Christmas and happy new year 

 

Looking forward to riding with you again in 2019. 

Gill and tony  
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I would like to thank everyone for their support and friendship over the last year 2019     

promises to be a great year for III Rivers we have been without a dealer for 12 years and at last  

we are to be adopted, we will see new members joining and bigger rides there will be challenges 

but we will rise above them. 

Have an amazing Christmas and New Year and raise a glass to the 2019 season  

Martyn  

 

 


