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We’ve heard from Martyn as to why 

he bought his first Harley.  

Tony’s reason was…” I remember 

my first ride on a Harley when I was 21, it was 

just an amazing feeling.  

After that, it was always an ambition of mine to 

own one, so once the kids had left home, I sold 

my Royal Enfield Constellation and used the 

money as deposit on a 1200 Custom Sportster. 

I’m now on my third Harley. A Harley-Davidson 

has such character, no other bike sounds or feels 

the same. “  

Why did you buy a Harley? 

 

Please send any articles or magazine  

contributions to: 

magazine@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

Thanks go to Martyn, Tony and Ian ( assisted by 

Wendy )  for their contributions this month 

 

Gill 

Editor 

 

 Website  

Don’t forget to visit our great new 

website at: 

www.iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

And you can still find us on facebook 

 

 

 

Wishing 

you well 

Greta! 

xxx 



  

 The Directors Cut  

Well as I am sure all of you know Dave and Greta were involved in a  
collision with a car on the 4th July and Dave has asked me to pass on his 
and Greta’s thanks for all the messages that they have received, things 
are improving and we all hope to see them soon. 
The accident has shocked us all and made me realise how dangerous the 
roads can be.  
It has been an interesting few weeks, at the June meeting I was pleased 
to welcome back Dez and Bunny. Dez was the previous Director of our 
chapter who left us to make a new life in Canada 10 years ago. It was interesting hearing how different 
life in a chapter is in Canada and how they don’t tend to ride much as a group, yet that is the very reason  
I joined a chapter in the first place. 
July Club Night was the Barbecue night and again a well-attended evening even though the rain did try to 
spoil it. 
 

  
 
For July 4th we organised a ride to the Bluegrass Smokehouse in High Wycombe, 16 of us made the trip 
with a ride through the Buckinghamshire countryside before causing a stir outside the restaurant. The 
owners had reserved parking for us opposite the door and in true III Rivers style we blocked the road, 
even repositioning an unattended scooter to fit the bikes in. The food was good and the company  
fantastic, definitely a place we will re-visit. 
 

 
 
Ride Safe  
Martyn 



Southwold ride-out - Sunday 15th June 
 

Ride Leader: Cliff Freemantle 

As we gathered at Baldock Services on Sunday morning, we were all seriously considering whether to go 
home again! The drizzle that started an hour earlier didn’t look like blowing over, so we stood around for 
a while longer, chatting. Dave Williams kept us entertained with the story of his bike service, how, having 
collected his bike, he was fueling up when a guy tapped him on the arm to tell him that petrol was  
pouring out the bottom of the tank, all over the bike and the forecourt! The pump gauge read £42 so that 
was a lot of fuel! The petrol station had to be shut down, there was sand all over the place, and the  
garage had to pick the bike up while Dave got a lift into work. It was lucky no one around was smoking! 
Glad you’re still with us Dave!  

While some of us were listening to this, Cliff recognised a Fire Brigade biker who pulled up next to us. He 
knew him from a ‘Biker Down’ course he attended with the CTBs and picked up some fliers from him, with 
the idea of III Rivers holding one of these free courses if people would be interested in going. You never 
know when you might need to help someone or when you might need help yourself. 

By then it did begin to look a bit brighter so 7 bikes, led by Cliff, set off to go at least as far as the break-
fast stop and see how the weather was by then.  

We all pulled into the café’s car park, which was already pretty full of sports bikes, and went in looking 
forward to our bacon and eggs. It must have been Dave’s fault, ‘cos he was there and at the front of the 
queue, but just as we were about to be served we were told the cooker had stopped working and all they 
could offer were sandwiches! That was no good to us, so we about turned and trooped back out, watched 
by gloating “hunger well satisfied” bikers who filled the café. Gear back on and off we went to Bury St. 
Edmunds in search of our breakfast. We pulled into Sainsburys, found the café, but as we stood in the 
queue noticed breakfast was only served to 11.30am. We looked at our watches, it was now 11:45am! 
We all got fed anyway, no complaints at all. 

Having filled our stomachs, Steve, Graham and Dave decided not to continue with the ride for various  
reasons, and, as the weather had dried up, Cliff, Pete and Mel, Loopy and his daughter Chloe, and Tony 
and I carried on. 

Southwold was a nice little seaside place. We parked the bikes up on the seafront, near the pier, and  
enjoyed some tea and cake in the café there overlooking the sea. The sun was almost out, and after  
relaxing for a while watching the world go by, we took a walk round the pier, which didn’t take long ‘cos it 
was quite short! 

Time was getting on, so we got our gear on and took the 
ride back to Baldock, and then on to Amersham,  
eventually getting home at 7.30pm.  

A good day out – thanks Cliff! 

Gill 

Southwold ride-out, Sunday 15th June 



At the beginning of the year I was talking to Big Al 
about Road Captains and I said I would like to observe 
and see what is involved in being one in the future.  I 
was invited to a Road Captains meeting to see what 
was involved.  Before I knew it I was presented with a  
yellow jacket and informed that I was now a Road  
Captain! (What happened to observing first?!!). 

After hearing hints by Big Al that all new Road Captains 
should lead a ride-out, I took the plunge and agreed to 
lead the weekend trip to the Great Western HOG Rally 
near Bristol, which ran from the 20th to 22nd June.  
Every evening during the week leading up to the day 
we were due to travel saw myself and Wendy poring 
over maps, working out stops, finding places to eat, checking out the reviews etc etc.   
Finally came the task of putting all the travel info on my new Garmin sat nav which I had only got 10 days 
previously.   

Friday 20th June arrived, thankfully dry, and 11 members met at the BP garage just off junction 8 of the 
M1, with a further 2 members due to meet us at the hotel that evening.  After giving everybody the  
relevant information and postcodes we set off. It soon became obvious that I had not set the Garmin 
properly as it was trying to navigate me back to the starting point!  In addition we hit horrendous road-
works around the busy city of Oxford. Not a good start I thought. I made a mental note there and then to 
avoid busy towns wherever possible. 

After a successful and enjoyable stop for lunch at Donnington we set off again, with my Garmin re-set, 
this time correctly.  The second half of the journey started off well, with us enjoying the picturesque 
views of Wiltshire.  However, on arriving at Chippenham, a build up of traffic and an obnoxious lorry  
driver resulted in 2 bikes going right and the rest going left.  No problem though as we met up at the HOG 
rally, all arriving within 20 minutes of each other. 

On the Sunday after the rally for the return journey I was expecting to be asked to lead the journey home 
via the main roads as I assumed people would want to get home early, but everyone wanted to do a  
scenic route and stop for a roast dinner at Donnington.  After Donnington we avoided Oxford by going 
cross country and enjoyed some twisty roads and more scenery, but this time all managing to stay as one 
group. 

In conclusion, I have to say that I did not appreciate what a big job being a Road Captain is, not only  
leading the ride and keeping an eye on the riders behind you, but also planning the route, finding some-
where suitable to have lunch, and ensuring there are enough stops to stretch legs and re-fuel.  I realise 
now what a great job Big Al does in leading the many rides that he organises. 

Lessons learned: 

1.  Make sure you are 100% familiar with your sat nav before leading a ride 

2.  Dont assume that because its a long ride people want to go the quickest way.  The twisty roads with 
nice scenery are often the most popular 

3.  If offered a yellow jacket, don't accept it!! 

Ian 

My first experience as a Road Captain 



 

BITS & BOBS 

FOR SALE 

 

 Frank Thomas  Lady Rider blue leather 

jacket. Detachable liner. Can be fitted 

with armour but not supplied 

Small Size 12  

Worn once 

£25.00 

Original Sportster seat 2005 

As new 

£20.00 

Genuine Harley-Davidson 

Oil Dipstick Temperature 
Gauge to fit 2005 Sportster. 
As new 

£15.00 

To enquire about any of the above, please contact Tony on 07711 090907 

All proceeds from the sale of the above will go to the Air Ambulance 

If you have something bike-related to sell, why not send me the details at: 

magazine@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 



 

Events 
 

 

 Club Social Nights: 

 Wednesday, 16th July, 19:30-22:30  

The Chequers, 171 Sharpenhoe Road,Streatley, Luton LU3 3PS 

 Wednesday, 23rd July, 19:30-22:30  

Lytton Arms, Knebworth, United Kingdom 

 Wednesday, 30th July, 19:30-22:30  

The Bell, Dunstable Road, Studham 

 Wednesday, 6th August, 19:30-22:30  

The Bull, Redbourn, St. Albans 

 Tuesday, 12th August - Club Night 

Royal British Legion, Leyton Road, Harpenden 

Calendar events: 

 Saturday, 19th July - III Rivers Poker Run in a Day 

Cancelled due to insufficient  support for this event 

 Sunday, 20th July -  Fete ( time tba )  

Royal Masonic School for Girls, Rickmansworth Park, Rickmansworth, WD3 4HF 

 Sunday, 17th August, 10:00-16:00 

Brackley Bike Fest 

 21st-26th August - III Rivers Holiday  

Fort William, Scotland; for list of hotels to book, see Big Al or Martyn 

 Saturday, 6th September, 08:00 

Sammy Miller Museum, New Milton, BH25 5SZ 

Please check the website for changes, more details and new rides 



 

    Tail End Charlie 

 

 

 

 

III Rivers UK Chapter  

Harley-Davidson Owners Group  

 

www.iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 
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 Merchandise 

Dave & Greta Groombridge 

 

 

 New Members                         

Tony Williams 
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