
Well with the lockdown situation easing a little we have managed to get out on a few 
rides, these have all been in groups of 6 members or multiples of 6 and with social   
distancing. 
We are also holding Club meetings at the Legion as this again enables us to social   
distance and we have a risk assessment in place and will monitor the situation as it   
progresses. 
We are planning a hand over of charity money to Macmillan and the Luton and        
Dunstable Helipad in the next couple of weeks. 
 
With events now almost all cancelled the chance of any long weekends away is slipping 
ever further away but I will keep trying venues but the price may make it not viable.   
 
On a personal level I want to thank all those who rode with me 
on my Birthday, I could not think of a better way to celebrate 60 
years than riding with a group of my friends on a new bike.  
 
Thanks and Ride Safe 
 
Martyn 
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Nice One Steve  Great Colour Chris 

Happy Birthday 

      The British Legion had asked if a couple of the riders would call in to visit Roy. An 89 
year old Legion member who has not had any visitors for three months, during the Covid-19             
restrictions. 
  

Roy was so pleased to have 
someone to chat with, and it 
was an honour to take time 
to listen to some of his    
stories. 
 We took a couple of cold 
beers for him and said we 
would stay in touch. 

                        Martyn. 
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     Zoom meetings have 
been a great way to keep in 
contact. Club nights, quiz 
nights and meetings have 
allowed us to stay safe and 
stay in touch. 
      In lock down many 
members have dived in and 
taken on jobs big and small 
to keep our rides running and 
looking sweet! 

     New Hardcases 
Inner Cam Bearings.... 

New lights 
New Pipes....Harley 

 
 

Replace Steering Head Bear-

Zoom 

Zoom 
Zoom 
Zoom 
Zoom 
Zoom 
Zoom 
Zoom 



     There’s a change at the top at Harley  Davidson, with the outgoing CEO Matt Levatich   

having spent the past five years steering the company through an accelerating decline in both 

sales figures and stock value. Why has such an iconic motorcycle brand been struggling to 

maintain sales? 

     The first answer jumps straight to the current demographic of H-D owners, typically white 

male in their 50’s. A generation that grew up and started out on motorcycles, and dreamed of 

owning a Harley Davidson. Kids have grown up and gone, more spare time and more          

disposable income, time to get the motorcycle you always wanted. Identified as H-D’s ‘core’ 

customer. I’ve heard comments that Harley has forgotten its core customer, introducing new 

models which detract from the classic style and historical image of what we expect a Harley 

Davidson to be. 

      The bottom line is that in order to survive as a 

long term manufacturer you have to develop new 

products that in particular will appeal and encourage 

new riders to buy their first H-D and then remain 

faithful to the brand when they buy the next one. In 

this regard H-D has done well, to invest in electric 

motors, liquid cooled engines and developing    

models targeting adventurer and street fighter 

styles. H-D has a massive brand identity, widely recognised even outside of the motorcycling 

world. More than any other brand...I have had complete strangers walk over and comment 

‘wow! You ride a Harley Davidson, nice’. We ride with pride, H-D exudes quality, and a      

presence, the Rolls Royce of the motorcycling world. 

       I don’t believe price is such an issue, look at how many young people are happy to buy a 

small BMW or Mercedes on finance of lease! A good salesman can close off the back of good 

resale values, and trade in value, build quality and dealer support compared to any of the  

‘metric’ competition. The issue is getting new and young riders through the doors in the first 

place. Where and when can H-D get into the minds of these future riders. I believe HOG  

chapters are an excellent force for good, a tool which H-D should utilise. I can honestly say 

that joining iiiRivers has expanded my enjoyment, and appreciation, and if more people meet 

and interact and see what nice people we are, then the sometimes negative lifestyle image as 

‘Bikers’ will change.  

     We do great work for charity, we support each other, we organise social events and trips. 

We offer training and discipline, which improves skills, confidence and safety. No other brand 

can equal that as a resource. HOG chapters are the public image of the brand, and              

promotional efforts should include community events. Such as our own Bike Festival in      

Harpenden, inclusive and open to the general public, successful last year and now set to be 

better next year. Roll on 2021!         

        Ramblings & Rumberlings 
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     Coming back to H-D’s core customer, well we’ve not been ‘forgotten’ but the focus is 
shifting, if we want to see back up and support form a great dealer network, we must except 
that H-D must remain successful and sell motorcycles profitably, which includes              

non-traditional models, appealing to a range of markets, while still offering a gentle hand on 
the shoulder of us core customer. We are of coarse also lucky that the H-D brand is 
massively supplied by the after-market companies for style, customising and performance 
upgrades.  

     If H-D is to grow it needs to alter perceptions and get into the public eye, become more 
visible to other motorcycling groups, HOG Chapters have a roll to play in that, now lets all 

     Rambling On................ 

A Warm Welcome to New Members: 

      As a feature we usually offer a simple welcome to new members, which has lacked any 
real impact....just a name normally....so now we are going to step up and ask new members 
to answer five basic questions, and send a picture of themselves, and of coarse their         
motorcycle. With the club starting to grow in numbers its good to put a name to a face, so 
please don't be shy. 
 

     As by way of an example our Apprentice,  Assistant Head Road Captain has            
volunteered ........ Thanks Peat 
 

 

 

1. Favourite Gadget? - Sat Nav  

2. Choice of Music? - German Techno Dance 

3. Work? - No thank you, I’m done 

4. Favourite Sport? - Drinking Whiskey is a sport! 

5. Animal most akin to? - Soft Cuddly Teddy Bear 
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For those of you who don’t know, I offer 
a patch sewing service, £2 a patch and 
all the money goes to our nominated 
charity.  This all started back in 2017, 
by my husband Paul, following 
numerous holidays and obligatory visits 
to every dealership in the radius of our 
stays, he eventually wanted them put 
on his ‘cut’.  
I initially did this with my regular ‘Singer’ Sewing Machine with a 
leather needle, but after many a broken needle and a lot of very 
blue language, Paul agreed to buy me an industrial machine 
and then very kindly offered my services to the Chapter. 
Not being a seamstress, I thought this was a fantastic idea, until 
it was delivered, and I realised that industrial machines stitch at 

approx. 5000 stitches a minute and go like grease lightning as soon as your foot touches the pedal! 
Not great for a 3” round patch, so after many frustrating attempts I managed to track down a sewing 
machine repairer who put a double belt on it which slowed it down to a plod which is brilliant for small 
patches and the more intricate detailing on the larger patches. 
So here we are today, over £300 raised for charity, and numerous satisfied customers, with special 

thanks to the over-donators. 
 

Enquiries please to Trudie Davies 

 

          
      

     Patch Sewing Services............Charity Fund Raising 
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On notification of a ride out you will be informed of the start point of a ride by its colloquial name e.g. 
Baldock Services.  The below gives more exacting information.  Locations are chosen by the day’s 
Road Captain and are considered to be suitable for the day’s ride i.e. if we are going east it is likely 
that an eastern start point will be selected.  Generally, start points are selected on the demographic of 
the current membership of the chapter. 
 
Baldock Services - A1(M) J10, SG7 5TR, meet to the right of the Service Station food hall entrance at      
            the picnic benches!  
BP Hemel - A414 Breakspear Way, Westbound, HP2 4UA. Meet in the BP service station, parking    

          spaces between the pumps and the westbound carriageway.  

Tesco Hatfield - A1M J4, AL9 5JY, A414 (dual carriageway will make you loop back from the east

      bound carriageway onto the westbound carriageway).  Meet on the Tesco Car park 

      close to the petrol station. 

Brickhill, McD's - McDonalds and Shell Service Station, MK17 9RB, A5 / A4146 Roundabout. Meet in 

         McDonalds car park 

Toddington - ServicesToddington Services, LU5 6HR, M1 Northbound between J11 & J12.  Meet in 

  the parking area close to the petrol pumps 

South Mimms - BP Service Station, EN6 3QQ, A1(M) J1 / M25 J23.  Meet at the BP Petrol Pumps   

 

Magazine Editor - Mitchell Florence 

magazine@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

III Rivers UK HOG Chapter 

 

 

[Diary Dates 2020] 

July 

STAY SAFE - SOCIAL DISTANCING 

 

Wed 8th - Club Night - Legion, Harpenden 

Wed 15th - Social - Legion, BBQ, Harpenden 

Wed 29th - Social - Legion, Harpenden 

 

Please check WhatsApp for rider updates 

Book your place on events to check numbers. 

 

 

Three Rivers Hotel, S Wales, Cancelled  

10th-13th July 

 

 

Meeting places for rides outs……...while you STAY SAFE…... 

Find us on Facebook…III Rivers Hog Chapter Group 

WWW.iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

Email..info@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 
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