
At long last we have a brand new home and we are no longer the original     
orphan    
Chapter.  It has taken a long time ...16 years to open a new dealership in    
Watford but the Lind Group have added a 5th Harley-Davidson dealership to 
their growing family. 
This is fantastic news for III Rivers as we gain not only a dealers but we        
become part of the Lind Family and already we are looking at ways the chap-
ters can work together. 
The workshop is open and there is already a Harley-Davidson Master         
Technician waiting to start work on your bike. The whole team in the shop are 
eager to help out but please remember for some it is their first time working with 
the brand so they wont always have all the answerers but they will definitely find 
them for you. 
Chapter members will receive 10% discount on H-D genuine parts and Motor 
Clothes for stock items but not if it is a special order and needs to be couriered 
in……..So please make this your dealership. 
We have our AGM on Wednesday 11th March and the 
committee welcomes all  
members to attend and its your chance to ask questions 
or  better still make suggestions . 
We will have a Ride Calendar for the first 2 months of the   
season ready so you can start to book your days out or 
weekends away.  
 
Ride Safe Martyn 

Directors Cut 
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Saturday 22nd of February was a landmark day for III Rivers, 32 bikes all met up at the BP 
Service station at Hemel to ride together to our new dealership Watford Harley-Davidson. 
It was not the warmest of days but that didn’t cool the enthusiasm as we rode the 7 miles to 
Watford, I have to admit it was a sight to be seen members both old and new and even some 
members who had been missing for many years joined in the celebration. 
Once at the dealership we were welcomed with hot coffee, nibbles and pizza Craig and the 
team were on hand to chat to members and answer questions. 
Its been a very long time since III Rivers had a home but at last, we can begin the new    
chapter in our journey. 
 
                       Watford Harley-Davidson the Home of III Rivers UK Chapter. 
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            CampVC – a women only 
motorcycle & outdoor adventure 
weekend in the Brecon Beacons 
where ladies can meet up and 
camp for a weekend, learn to 
ride, skateboard, ride outs, 
music, creative workshops, connect & learn from others. 
Date is 31st July – 2nd August 2020 
           

Bubbles & Chocolate Tour – Belgium This is a four day fully 

guided round-trip tour into the Ardennes region of Belgium 

for ladies only. This will give everyone the opportunity to ride 

with like-minded riders on a tour while the men stay at 

home! 22-25 May 2020                              

There are lots of interesting ladies tours on the horizon, 

please let me know if you are interested in joining any of 

them or want more information. International Female 

Ride Day (IFRD) – always held on the first Saturday in 

May this annual worldwide event is an opportunity for 

ladies to consider a Chapter ride out focused on its        

female riders being part of a wider initiative. Date is     

Saturday 2nd May 2020 

Sparkle Tours–the recognised Ladies of Harley® event in the UK that brings                
liked-minded female riders together, united in their passion for their favourite           
motorcycle. Last years tours continued to build on the great work done over the       
previous 3 years, with a record number of ladies taking to the saddle and hitting the 
road and forging new friendships.  

Tour Dates : 
East Midlands Sparkle Tour – 11 Sept – 13 Sept                                        

Mid Counties Sparkle Tour - Full 
Jersey Sparkle Tour - 9 Sept – 13 Sept                                                         

Emerald Isle Sparkle Tour – 1s Sept – 13 Sept 



                        Loomies Moto Café - Road Captain Rides 
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I’ve been trying to find some new rides for us or at least somewhere new to have that      

sumptuous bigger breakfast. So, after a swift email swap with Ingrid’s cousin, who runs a   

Triumph dealership in Hampshire, to get some locations that might just be within the reach of 

a day’s ride and a delve into the World Wide Webb, I have come up with a few locations that 

will hopefully tease you out of bed on Sunday mornings. This is the first one I’ve selected to     

review: 

 

Loomies Moto Café on the A32 Alton Road, GU32 1JX, Hampshire / South Downs.      

Keeping to the good old HOG Road Captains manual I did a practice run. 

I advertised my intention to go on an exploratory run on WhatsFace and was met with a    

chorus of ‘we have better things to do’ (like stay in bed).  So, isolating myself for the day, I 

packed Ingrid, her credit card, daughter No 2 and granddaughter No 1 off to   London on the 

train to celebrate her 18th birthday (granddaughter’s not Ingrid’s). I did mention that I also 

have a big number birthday this year and I will expect the same extravagance spent on me as 

on my granddaughter – well that’s the new exhaust sorted!  

With GU32 1JX stuffed into the Sut Niv, 8o of cold Celsius type of temperature and the sun 

just breaking through, off I went on my lonesome.  “Just where is this stupid Slot Nov taking 

me, I don’t want that way, what’s wrong with the A1 route”.  After much swearing, I              

remembered that I had Motorway Avoidance set - never mind I’ll manage somehow.  A1(M), 

M25 and M3 negotiated without too much trouble but, if I ever do catch up with that white 

BMW 320, AC05BGW, I’ll stab him a few hundred times in the neck with his indicator stalk.  

Riding got a little better as I headed south on the ‘A’ roads, but it still wasn’t good - bloody 

cold and roads still rather damp. 

 

Ah, there’s Loomies Moto Café!  Car 

Park is OK and there are a few bikes 

parked up.  Really rather cold by 

now.  Fingers colder than a packet of 

Captain Birdseye’s finest that have 

been lost at the bottom of the freezer 

for the last 10 years. Inside it’s a bit 

‘bike-themed’ but you wouldn’t     

particularly notice it.  Food is the  

normal fried breakfast stuff and  

burgers but with bike-type names;  

Thruxton Burger, etc.   



Loomies - It will do 

    The A272 passes close to Loomies, so knowing this road of old and it was nice and dry, I 

set the bike music to 3 levels higher than Ingrid allows and selected a good ‘sing as loud as 

you can in the helmet’ song; R L Burnside – It’s Bad Ya Know (Lyrics are: “It’s bad ya know” 

wait 20 seconds repeat “It’s bad ya know” wait……you get the drift).   

This bit of road was lovely, big sweeping bends and lots of Police signs telling bikers to slow 

down – an indication of a good road.  I was expecting to pick up the M3 at Winchester but the 

wonderful Swit Niv dragged me off onto the A31, not bad though.  Through Alton, Farnham (I 

didn’t know it has a castle), Aldershot and Farnborough, decorated with some nice refreshing 

sleet!  Eventually joined the M3 just before the M25, and home to the fish fingers to apologise 

for insulting their parentage. 

So, what did I think of Loomies?  Rather disappointed, given its reputation, a ‘Bikers Café run 

by Bikers’, but it’ll do.  The ride direct from, say, BP Hemel is about 1hr 30 mins, on a good 

day and rather uninspiring.  Doing anything other than Motorway will take hours.  But just 

maybe: BP Hemel to Ryka’s Café at Dorking for breakfast, down the A24 to Horsham to pick 

up the A272 to Loomies for a light refreshing lunch (or cake!), then Winchester and M3-M25 

to home.  A long day of 4 hrs 20 mins in the saddle plus stops but split into segments, from 

and back to BP Hemel it could be:  

 
1hr Motorway to Ryka’s 
1hr 38 mins of A24 / A272 to Loomies 
24 mins of some more A272 to Winchester 
33 mins of Motorway to Fleet services for some more coffee 
50 mins of Motorway to Hemel 

Who’s up for it, on a lovely hot summer’s day? 
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I settled for the Loomies low calorie burger; well it was after I had thrown the stupid lettuce 

leaf away.  My meal was beautifully presented in a red plastic basket, dutifully lined with a 

scrap of paper.  They appeared to be rather proud of these baskets, judging by the 6 ft high 

mountain of them stacked up on the servery.  What’s up with bloody plates? I’m with Martyn 

on this and I shall now go off and find a picture of a Dolphin with a plastic basket stuck in its 

eye or something so I can get these insults to the culinary world banned forever – what’s  

Greta Thunberg’s number?  Just as I’m finishing my Cow treat a fellow biker saunters in.  We 

exchange the  normal biker pleasantries: “Is that your red Harley?” “Yes, is that your 2 

wheeled German Tractor”, you get the picture.  He then starts explaining, in rather nasal 

monotones, that he had treated himself for Christmas to a full set of Gerbing & Kies electric 

heated biker clothing, then demonstrating how easy it is to use and what such a nice pleasant 

temperature it was…..there wasn’t much of him left after I’d beaten him to a pulp with my 

plastic basket and the last few chips; and after all my efforts his gloves were too small for me!  



STAGGERED FORMATION 
 
Staggered Formation is the preferred way for HOG Chapters to ride. A well-disciplined 

Group in, Staggered Formation; 

Creates a formidable presence on the road. 

Gains a much greater respect from other road users. 

Creates a much safer environment for the riders in the group. 

   

The Lead Rider (LR); will lead the group out onto a carefully selected road and cruise in the  

chosen lane, 

The rest of the Group follow and form-up behind him in two files.  

Each rider keeping a least one bike length BEHIND the rider in the ADJACENT file. 

And 2 SECONDS behind the rider DIRECTLY AHEAD, thus forming ‘Staggered Formation’. 
 

  

        Riding In A group - Part 2 
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           The road lane is divided into 3 imaginary lanes; 
 
 

Lane 3, - Is where the offside file of bikes ride, 
At a safe distance from the white line but, Inside the imaginary 
division between lanes 2 and 3. 

 
 
Lane 2, - Is the safety gap between the two files of bikes, it has several uses; 

It provides a safe gap between the 2 files of bikes, a clear view for the LR and 
TEC to see each other, and room for emergencies; Please do not ‘wander’ into 
it. 

 
 
Lane 1, - Is where the nearside file of bikes ride, 

At a safe distance out from the kerb or line but,                         
inside the imaginary division   between lanes 1 and 2. 

 
 
 

The Lead Rider is the ‘pathfinder’, he will be constantly searching the road ahead for the next 
turn, and is not part of the formation. Do Not follow his lines, Simply maintain your position 
in the Formation, as prescribed. 

 
The Tail-End-Charlie (TEC), is the marker at the back of any Group, he will be frequently  

moving into positions so that the Lead Rider can see him, or communicate. Do not follow 
or block the line of sight. 

(CONTINUED OVER) 

 



Group Riders;- 

A) STAY in the position you first ‘formed-up’ in, for the duration of the ride, unless directed 

by a Road Captain, such as in 2nd-man-drop-off. 

B) At TRAFFIC CONTROLS, or other halts;  

Close up as tight as it is safe to do so, to maximise keeping together. 

When the Group restarts, move back into your original position. 

C) Do not overtake or move up within the Group. 

D) Keep the gap ahead constant; dropping back then closing-up will reverberate right 

through the group and, cause much stress to the riders behind you. 

E) If a gap forms in the adjacent column, do not cross over to fill it, simply beckon the 

adjacent file forward, 

F) If the gap forms in front of you, WAIT until the rider, in the adjacent file, beckons you 
forward. 

If the road narrows to a point where the safety gap between the two files of Bikes disappears:- 

Simply move your focus from the rider directly ahead, to the rider in the adjacent column, 

and drop back proportionally to create a safe gap. And adopt SINGLE FILE rules. 

BUT, always remember your position in the Staggered Formation and, adopt it when the 

lane widens again. 

 

SINGLE FILE Rules; 

You maintain a MINIMUM of 2 seconds behind the rider ahead. 

You are free to use the full width of the lane to make your own lines through the bends. 

 

Obey the Law at all times and DO NOT attempt any motorcycle manoeuvre that you are not 

competent to do. 

     Staggered Riding Continued......                                   
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Event Diary Date 

III Rivers are planning on holding a Fish & 

Chips club night, there will be music and 

obiviously ‘fish and chips’, to be held at 

the British Legion on Friday 3rd April, if 

you are interested please let Trudie know. 

 



1. If you haven’t - get your bike serviced and checked over - when the weathers good - you 
want to be out riding, not waiting for a phone call. 

2. Get your diary out - book a rally or weekend away. The club rides to several across the 
year and are well organized social events. 

3. While the Diary is open - Sunday 5th July, starting 10am, the                                            
III Rivers Harpenden Bike Festival, We need members to support and attend the event 
please. Live Bands, Bike clothing and accessories, food drink and Custom bike show. 

4. Visit Watford H-D Dealership. Our Sponsoring dealer is open, and welcomes club mem-
bers, giving us a meeting place, tea and coffee and doughnuts (if your early enough). This 
will be a meeting point for some of the ride outs too. 

5. Take time to practice, learn something new, riding skills, safety techniques courses do 
come up and are often advertised or linked through the club.  

Magazine Editor - Mitchell Florence 

magazine@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

 

III Rivers UK HOG Chapter 

 

 

[Diary Dates 2020] 

March 

Wed 8th - Club Night, Legion, Harpenden 

Wed 18th - Social - White Horse, Eaton Bray 

Wed 25th - Social - Cross Keys, Pulloxhill 

April 

Wed 1st - Social - The Farmers Boy, Kensworth 

Wed 8th - Club Night - Legion, Harpenden 

Wed 15th - Social - Cross Keys, Pulloxhill 

Wed 29th - Social - The Farmers Boy, Kensworth 

 

Also Note - and ask about…. 

The Cider Rally, Somerset, 1st-4th May 

 

Penny Hedge, N Yorkshire, 29th-31st May 

 

European HOG Rally, Slovenia, 18th -21st June 

 

III Rivers Bike Festival, Harpenden - 5th July 

 

Three Rivers Hotel, S Wales, 10th-13th July 

Five things to do for the ride season…...starting Now…. 

Find us on Facebook…III Rivers Hog Chapter Group 

WWW.iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 

Email..info@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk 
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