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March has been a bit of a tough month I think for all of us in many ways. 

Many of us are working from home and the Lockdown is beginning to take its 

toll, the need to get out and ride has never been more powerful for me and I 

have managed to get out a couple of time for short trips. 

The Committee and Road Captains have been looking at how we can get out 

again and stay within the law so with that in mind we will commence small 

group rides on the Easter weekend these will be groups of no more than 6 

persons and will be socially distanced, because of the restrictions imposed we 

will not yet be able to stop off in a cafe but we will try to find a place to pull 

over so it would be worth bringing a drink or snack with you. 

The Road Captains will put on the same rides over a couple of weeks to allow 

everyone who wants to book a place, we hope that this will give way to rides 

of up to 30 people later in the year but this will be down to Government 

Guidelines so may change. 

The full list of rides will be put up on Facebook and rides will be numbered 

you will need to book on a ride for the given day and inform the Ride Leader 

if you are solo or with pillion, a WhatsApp group will be formed for each ride 

to relay information and expected weather. Demand is likely to be high for 

these rides so members will need to let people know if they are not able to 

make it so that a reserve can take that place.  

I have been talking to Craig about how the dealership will manage the        

restrictions once the doors to the showroom are able to open, we are keen as 

soon as we are able to, to welcome visitors back but with restricted numbers 

allowed into the showroom at first we hope to have a Coffee n Chat place 

outside maybe under cover this will allow control over the showroom and the 

numbers inside, please understand that its not how we would want it to be 

but we need to abide by the rules until the new version of Normal is here. 

Keep checking our Facebook Group for details 

of our Roadmap out of Lockdown  

 

Ride Safe  

Martyn  
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Police Motorcycles From Around The World 
A look at some of law enforcement’s finest two-wheelers, past and present. 
By Graham Cross  

 
One size does not fit all:                       
Police agencies around the world use a 
dizzying variety of two (or no) wheelers to 
get the job done. 
With images from movies like the Judge 
Dredd (2012) and RoboCop (2014)      
robots bouncing around our collective  
unconscious, it’s probably no surprise 
that many of us have completely jaded 
and unrealistic expectations of what a law 
enforcement motorcycle should look like 
in the 21st century. We might think the 
man is relegated to some pretty            
pedestrian rigs at the moment, but the 

truth is there’s still a cool assortment of crime-busting hardware out there to gape at, so 
I've looked up a bunch of better-known examples from around the world. None of them 
look like the rig Officer Murphy’s riding below, but I’d bet they can catch bad guys just as 
well.  
 
Word is that’s a Kawasaki ZX-10 beneath 
all the bodywork in that bike from the 
2014 Robocop  
I’ve listed each manufacturer’s recent   
police models, with other recognized or 
famous machines from the not-too-distant 
past. You’ll also find the occasional      
non-OEM outfits like Victory Police      
motorcycle and Enforcement motors out 
there, which exist to retrofit stock bikes for 
police duty; Enforcement Motors carries a 
full line of metric OEM-based police     
motorcycles customized to fit various   
department’s needs. 

Two agencies in the US currently test law enforcement vehicles (for braking, acceleration, 
vehicle dynamics, fuel efficiency, and ergonomics) and publish the results: the Michigan 
State Police (MSP) and the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD). BMW,  
Harley, Honda, Moto Guzzi, Yamaha, and even Victory have all participated in the LASD 
and MSP tests of recent years, but only three motorcycle manufacturers participated in 
the 2020 MSP regimen—BMW, Harley-Davidson, and Yamaha. 
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The Birth Of The Cop Bike 
      
You probably expected                        
Harley-Davidson to have delivered the 
first-ever motorcycle sold for police   
duty, and that was to the Detroit police 
department back in 1908 according to 
the H-D archives. Pictured is a 1911    
7-A model used by the Berkeley,     
California, police department, which is 
credited with creating one of the        
earliest official motor patrol units in the 
United States.       

 

 

A familiar sight to plenty of riders all 
over the US, Harley-Davidson’s   
police versions of the Road King 
and Electra Glide have been in   
consistent use for decades. Pictured 
is the 2020 Electra Glide Ultra   
Classic Police.  

 

 

Harley-Davidson 
FLHP, FLHTP, XL 883 
 

Harley-Davidson offers three pursuit
-rated models for the 2020 model year: the 1,868cc FLHP Police Road King and FLHTP 
Police Electra Glide, and the 883cc Sportster Iron 883, though other bikes have also been 
used over the years, and you’ll see many older versions of each of the above still in use. 
As you might expect, the newest cop cruisers are packed with H-D’s latest electronic     
features, like RDRS (Reflex Defensive Rider Systems) and H-D Connect, both powered by 
an oil-cooled Milwaukee-Eight 114 engine claiming to crank out 123 pound-feet of torque.  
The 2020 FLHP Road King weighs in at about 842 pounds, while the 2020 FLHTP Electra 
Glide weighs about 844 pounds (plus optional police gear). You’ll see it cruising through 
plenty of cities and towns around the world, but especially throughout America and      
Canada, in both huge metro areas as well as tiny communities 

To Be Continued ..Next Month BMW, Honda and CHIPS... 

1911 7-A model used by the 

Berkeley, California, police 

Words and Pictures By Graham Cross 

https://www.cycleworld.com/harley-davidson-embraces-vehicle-electronics-on-new-big-twins/
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For those members who were unable to make it to the AGM this month here are the main points 

from the meeting : 

Treasury Report for the year shows an income from Membership Subscriptions (end Feb 2021)
                                                                                                                                             £1,155.00 
Current Liquid Funds in bank and cash   (end Feb 2021)                                                     £4,119.32 
 (includes Membership Subscriptions) 
Current Value of Merchandise Stock at Cost (end Feb 2021)                                       £2,842.91 
 
Charity Donations made in 2020 
 Current Charity Donations held (end Feb 2021)              £492.14 
 Donation made to McMillan Support (Sept 2020)                   £1,500.00 
 Donation made to L&D Heli-Pad (Dec 2020)                        £800.00 
Other Outgoings in 2020 
 Postage & Stationary (end Feb 2021)                         £ 61.32 
 Comms (end Feb 2021 )                                              £253.82 

 

We have gained 30 new members in the last year taking our total now to 99 and it was decided 

by the committee that all those members would get a year rest from subscriptions due to Covid 

stopping us from conducting events and rides last year however it is conditional that members 

remain in H.O.G. and that they fill in a membership form. 

 

 

 Chapter Road to Recovery 

 
From the 3rd April we will resume rides of not more than 6 people, these will be shorter rides 

as we wont be able to stop for refreshments on route. 
From the 17th May we may be able to organise rides of up to 30 people and venue dependant 

club nights of some sort might be able to resume . 
 

Please keep checking Facebook for details of rides and events  
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Committee 2021Committee 2021--22 22  

Position Name Date in post Status Re Election date 

Director Martyn Coote July 2004 Re elected Dealer to Decide 

Assistant Doug Armstrong Jan 2004 Re elected 2020 April 2022 

Assistant Al Fether April 2014 Re elected 2020 April 2022 

Secretary Jo Allen August 2016 Re elected 2020 April 2022 

Treasurer Pete LaPorte June 2016 Re elected 2020 April 2022 

Membership Paul Davies June 2016 Re elected 2020 April 2022 

Editor Martyn Coote Holding post   

Web Master Jon House Oct 2016 Re elected 2020 April 2022 

Head Road Captain Al Fether April 2012 Re elected 2020 April 2022 

Assistant HRC Pete Gould April 2020 First Year April 2022 

Ladies of Harley & Merch Trudie Davies April 2014 Re elected 2020 April 2022 

Safety Officer Doug Armstrong Jan 2002 Re elected 2020 April 2022 

Publicity Graham Cross July 2016 Re elected April 2022 

Charity Officer Wayne Casey Nov 2020 First Year  

Members Rep Steve Gallagher Nov 2020 First Year  

NEW To Group Riding Sessions 
 

On Saturday 3rd April there will be a New to Group Riding session due to the Rule of 

6 we will only be able to take 4 riders on each session but there will be others ses-

sions to follow it’s a chance for anyone who has not ridden in a group before to pick 

up some tips and pointers on what and what not to do. The session will be run by 

Martyn and Doug who will chat about formation, second man drop off and the   

buddy system it will be followed by a short ride out to get you in the swing of things 

and a debrief afterwards if you would like to put your name down for this then 

email director@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk with your phone number. The meeting 

place for this will be the Royal British Legion Harpenden  
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So, a year after opening, we’re still not fully open, not had a launch party, not had any 
BBQ’s or any of the things that make running any bike shop fun, let alone a Haley-
Davidson dealership! 

However, we have sold quite a few bikes, we have carried out a 131 conversion (ongoing 
– Thanks Jon for the support), we are developing a market leading team, and without 
doubt we are developing a dealership that all the team are proud of. From a standing 
start we’re building a top-notch reputation, receiving many glowing reviews on Google 
and by word of mouth. Nudge nudge.... 

The journey has not been an easy one by any means; but in a strange way it has been fun. 
When I applied to manage Watford Harley-Davidson, I was filled with excitement and 
pride at the opportunity to work with the #1 motorcycle brand in the world, yes there 
would be a lot to sort out, as there always is, but I was ready for anything! Covid,         

however, was a blow far bigger than any of us, me included could have imagined. Honestly, I had a tear in 
my eye when I closed the doors in March 2020, as we shut for the first lockdown. I knew Lind would put  
everything into getting through and I knew that I would not give up, but there was still a small part of me, 
nervous for the journey. But now, a year on, many extra hours of work and we will soon be welcoming our 
valued  customers back into the store come June and we hope to open properly, party time here we come! 

In the months to come until lockdown is fully over, we need to remain covid secure and limit the number of 
people in the door. I have asked for the local burger van to move to us on a Saturday, giving our customers 
and family somewhere to get a coffee and a burger or bacon roll outside the store, as numbers inside will be 
limited to 10. I need to ask for all of you to help us maintain this. Your custom as our Chapter is greatly      
appreciated, and I am looking forward to seeing the relationships grow as the months continue. Martyn and I 
have talked of our plans and I have secured a budget for 2021 to assist with the chapter events – Watch this 
space. 

I’ve worked with motorbikes for over 20 years, and ridden them for circa 40 years, starting at about 5, riding 
an Italjet over the back of Marsh Farm, Luton. For years I was a focused sports bike rider, wearing one-piece 
leathers; honestly, I loved every minute of it, but it was by no means as much fun as I’m having now, riding a 
Harley, just for the sake of riding. I was always about speed or wheelies, but now I’m all about a pure riding 
experience, being part of III Rivers has been an honor and a privilege that I never expected to see or          
experience. In 2009 I competed in the World's Fastest Wheelie competition and I rode Snetterton with John 
Reynolds, yet my proudest moment came in 2020, leading III Rivers riders to the home of one of our fallen 
Brothers, Chris Faithful-Lisle. This, more than anything showed me what being part of the Chapter was all 
about. I genuinely cannot wait to experience the positive side of it too. 2021 will bring many long overdue 
miles and rides, which I hope to share with you all. 

So, what is new? Matthew has been pestering since he started, to join the workshop team, which we have 
now agreed to do. He has a degree in aerospace engineering but chose bikes; Darren and I are very confident 
in his ability and looking forward to seeing him pass the H-D tech training courses. Pad is 

progressing well and now very much out of the woods, though still needing a little surgery. Cam and Jay are 
now both H-D Master Sales Executives. I cannot wait for you all to hear the bell ring again, it generates such 
a buzz - Thank you all for providing that. We have signed up to become a Harley-Davidson Rental dealer – 
10% off any rental to our Lind Chapters, so if you do fancy something different, give us a call. Finally, we have 
a new coffee machine, which is bigger, makes tea and can stand a busy Saturday far better than the old one!! 

2021 sees the launch of the first adventure bike from Harley-Davidson in over 60 years, the Pan America. We 
will have a demonstration bike, which is currently on the Water to Belgium. Please feel free to book a ride, 
whether you are in the market or not; it needs to be ridden and you may want to try something different. 

Give the team a call.                                              Craig (Dealer Principal ) 
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From the Committee ……... 

Club Night this month was our AGM and it took place over Zoom on Line attended by 31 mem-

bers as many as we would get at a face to face meeting business was brisk and the main points 

are outlined separately in this magazine. 

We were lucky enough to have Paul Yaffe owner of Paul Yaffe Customs and Bagger Nation join us 

live from Phoenix Arizona he talked about getting into customizing bikes in his youth and now 

manufacturing parts for export all over the world he also took some questions from members. 

Hopefully we will soon be able to meet face to face and at last be the Chapter we want to be, 

this whole process is just not what the club is about we love to get together and socialise, please 

also remember to keep in contact with fellow members and friends just to make sure that they 

are ok a quick call is all it takes to help someone through these difficult times  

 

Ride Safe & Stay Safe  

Martyn 

Introducing - Steve Gallagher  

Position -  Members Rep and Provisional Road Captain  

Bikes - Softail Custom , Street Glide Special , Aprillia RS 250 and Ducati   

I have been riding motor bikes since I was sixteen, both on track and on the road . I have been luck 
enough to own some great bikes in my life but have always aspired to own a Harley Davidson at 
some point.  

I made a promise to myself that before I reached fifty that I would get that Harley, sadly had to wait 
another year. Now at fifty one and having the funds to go and make good that promise. 

I brought myself a Softail  Custom, now I needed to find a club to join, a friend of mine had         
mentioned joining my local H.O.G. chapter, great idea!!!! So I joined III Rivers Chapter and the rest 
is history as they say, I've been a member for four years now and haven’t looked back, its been a 
blast , meeting new friends, going out on club ride outs and helping on club events . 

The Chapter is very welcoming and friendly and does a lot of charity fund raising. So after a trip to 
France with the Chapter in 2019 thinking of how enjoyable it was I thought I would start looking for 
another Harley Davidson to go touring on, so now I am proud owner of a Street Glide Special.  

To be asked to join the committee at the end of 2020 to be the members rep is great honour for 
me. So if there is any thing that you wood like put forward to the Committee just let me know and I 
help in any way I can. 
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Weekend Away in Bournemouth  

Depart Friday 18th June  

Return Sunday 20th June  

This includes 2 nights Bed Breakfast and Evening Meal, staying at the Trouville Hotel The hotel has 

secure parking  for guests. We have stayed at this hotel before and looking forward to returning 

again. We would bee calling in on the journey down to the Sammy Miller motorcycle collection for 

lunch then on to Mudeford Quay before checking in to our hotel.  

There is plenty of places to visit on Saturday and Sunday before heading home. The Cost is £62.50 

per person per night with a 3 course evening meal.  

The hotel is within walking distance of the beach and the pier with loads to see and do. There will 

be an organised ride on Saturday for those who want to see more of the area.   

To secure your place please email with your details, places are limited and will be 

allocated on a First Come First Served Basis register your interest by emailing  

martyn.coote@ntlworld.com  
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Cont... 

Ride Number 1 
  

 Ride Leader - Graham Cross 

Date and Time  Saturday 3rd April 2021 9am for 9.15 depart 

Meeting Point  Baldock Services  Garage forecourt  SG7 5TR off Junc 10 A1M . 

Destination / Circular Route 
  

A circular extravaganza from Baldock to the Ancient forest of Thetford 

Distance 
  

About three and half hours plus stop time .Approx 218 KM  

Type of Route / Roads 
  

 Complete range of roads , twisty, some challenging  and fast roads . 

Additional Information 
  
  

 Route will take in one of the best Motorcycling roads in North Herts , fol-
lowed  by an exciting and scenic route through the Herts , Cambs and 
Suffolk countryside .Coffee and comfort break before returning to Baldock  

Ride Number 2 
  

 Ride Leader - Allen Fether 

Date and Time  Sunday 4th April,  10 am for 10:15 depart 

Meeting Point  BP petrol,  A600, North Hitchin,  SG5 2UG. 

Destination / Circular Route 
  

A circular route to Salcey Forrest, then back to the canal carpark at Three 
Locks, to complete the ride. 

Distance 
  

About two and a half hours ride time plus stop time. 

Type of Route / Roads 
  

 mixture of roads, mostly Lanes  

Additional Information 
  
  

 An easy ride through the lanes of Beds, and Bucks, stopping half way at the 
Medieval Royal Hunting Forrest, picnic area. There is a cafe with limited 
menu.  

Ride Number 3 Ride Leader - Pete La Porte  

Date and Time   3rd or 4th April; TBC   Meet 10:00hr for 10:15hr, Depart 10:30hr  

Meeting Point   Baldock Services  

Destination / Circular Route   Circular   

Distance  

   
 50 miles approx  

Type of Route / Roads   Mainly B roads with short stretches of A roads  

Additional Information 

   
 Leg stretch in a village car park after 1 hr.  Ride time approx. 2 hr.  
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Cont... 

 Ride Number 4   Ride Leader -  Pete Gould (Red Road Glide) 

Date and Time   Saturday 3 April.  Meet 10.30 for a 10.45 departure 

Meeting Point   Shell Garage A1 Black Cat Roundabout, MK44 3BE 

Destination / Circular Route    A Lap of Rutland and back! 

Distance    106 Miles / 2hr 33, plus stop 

Type of Route / Roads    Dual Carriageway, A Roads and the best of Rutland's B Roads 

Additional Information 
  
  

  From the Shell Garage a small drive up the A1 to allow people to settle into into a 

neat staggered formation before we turn off at Alconbury to take the A roads to-

wards Oakham, going past the impressive Wellend Valley Viaduct and the not so 

impressive closed Harley dealers in Oakham.  Stopping for a light lunch at Hungry 

Hogs on the A47 then a lap of Rutland Water and a splat down the A1 back to the 

Shell garage 

 Ride Number 5 
New To Group Riding   

 Ride Leader -  Martyn Coote and Doug Armstrong  

Date and Time   Saturday 3 April.  Meet 10.30  

Meeting Point   Royal British Legion Harpenden AL5 2HU 

Destination / Circular Route    30 to 40 miles circular route  

Distance    30 to 40 miles  

Type of Route / Roads    Dual Carriageway, A Roads and B Roads  

Additional Information 
  
  

  We will start with a short chat about Group Rides  and what you need to know we 

will discuss the ride brief and what to do while riding in a pack , there will be a 

short ride to put into practice what you have learned and a debrief with a chance 

to ask questions   

 Ride Number 6  Ride Leader -  Streetglide Steve 

Date and Time   Sunday 4th April.  Meet 10.00 for 10.15  

Meeting Point   Sainsburys Apsley Nr Hemel Filling Station  

Destination / Circular Route    30 to 40 miles circular route  

Distance    80 miles 2hrs 20 min 

Type of Route / Roads     A Roads and B Roads  

Additional Information 
  
  

  Chesham, Gt Missenden, Thame, Skirting round Aylesbury, Wing ,Ivinghoe,Dagnall 

back to Apsley  
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W A T F O R D  H A R L E Y - D A V I D S O N
®  

Trade City, 

Thomas Sawyer Way, 

Watford  

WD18 0GS  

Call 01923 - 940646 

 

How to Book on a Ride …… 

Email:   roadcaptain@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk  

Indicate what ride you want to go on and your contact number 

also if you are solo or with a pillion, if you are successful you will 

be added to a ride group , don’t worry if you want to do more 

than one ride the list will be repeated over the next few weeks 

and the new to group ride will be repeated as often as required .  

Ride Number 7 Ride Leader - Steve Gallagher 

Date and Time   Sunday 4th April 10.15 for 10.30 depart 

Meeting Point   Hatfield Tesco Service Station  

Destination / Circular Route   Mersea vis Great Dunmow,Tiptree, Tea Stop at Blackwater Café  

Distance  

   
 66 miles   

Type of Route / Roads   Mainly B roads with short stretches of A roads  

Additional Information 

   
 Essex countryside at its best  


