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Hey everyone,  allow me to introduce myself. I’m David Hamilton, and have I been with 
the chapter since 2019, when I bought my first Harley - a 2019 Low Rider, which I have 
just last week, traded in for a 2020 Ultra Limited, which arrived last Monday. I’d love to 
be able to tell you what it’s like to ride, but my broken finger and Covid positive tests are 
preventing me from having a go on it. I haven’t been riding too long, just since 2018, but 
it was a pleasure to be asked to take on the Chapter Newsletter. I can’t hide the fact that 
my wife, Vicky, who rides a 2019 Sportster 883 will be assisting greatly in the production 
of these, we make a formidable team (I was told to say that!). I/we have a vision for the 
Newsletter, for it to be fun, inclusive and enjoyable, but ultimately this is YOUR 
Newsletter, so if you have ideas for what you would like to see, have an urge to write an 
article or have something you want to share, drop me a line, I want to hear about it - it’s 
not possible to send me too much!!  

For me, joining this Chapter has been a breath of fresh air. We have been met with 
friendly faces and welcoming embraces and the ride outs have been awesome, 
impeccably organised, fun and what’s better than just riding with people that share your passion? If you haven’t been out 
with everyone yet, and can find the time, I would highly encourage it, and I know everyone on that ride will make you feel 
right at home. Again, if you have ideas on what sort of ride outs would interest you or have some suggestions on what would 
make you get your bike out on the road with this group, let me know, I will ensure all your thoughts and ideas are shared 
with our awesome Road Captains. This is our first issue, that we’ve ever pulled together, I hope you find it all the things we 
hoped it would be, and also the first issue of 2022, so Happy New Year. 2022 is the Chapter’s 20th Anniversary, let’s get 
everyone involved and make it a year to remember.  

Don’t forget to keep up to date with all the news and conversation on the III Rivers Facebook group and remember to 
support your local dealer, they have some great deals on merchandise (Check out Page 5!!) 

See you all out on the road soon - ride safe - David & Vicky            Email: editor@iiirivershogchapter.com

January 2022
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A Message from our Director 

Editor’s Comments 

Well welcome to a new year and some new and exciting rides … One thing is 
definite and that is we have all, been waiting for the start of the new season and I 
know its early days, but it will be upon us before we know it and this year is a special 
one … its our 20th so we will be celebrating this amazing chapter as often as we can. 

The new committee held its first meeting and we all welcomed the injection of new 
blood with new ideas and suggestions that is what keeps the chapter going forward, 
we agreed and officially adopted the Royal British Legion as our charity for the year, 
this is very apt as they also have a birthday 100 years in Harpenden.  A Bike Festival 
committee was agreed, and plans are underway for the event on Sunday July 3rd 
please make the effort to not only support this event but tell everyone you meet, we 
will have tickets on sale soon via a micro website.  

We are attending a few different events this year for the first time we will ride the 
Dawn till Dusk event on the longest day so fat 14 bikes are booked in including 3 
from the dealership …. 

February will see the start of the Dealer coffee and Chat mornings once a month with chapter Merchandise on sale the firs 
being Saturday the 6th February 10.30, once the weather warms up this will be a chance to attend Orientation sessions with 
new riders and new owners alike, you get to look round the dealership and even get some tuition on Group Riding. 

Pub nights will resume, and Club nights will be on the second Wednesday of each month. 

As I sit writing this, I am getting over being knocked off my Pan America with a black and blue right hand, but my point to this 
is that although an idiot driving a van backwards at me doing about 30mph knocked me off I got up and walked away and 
that was a fluke …. Because I had got up and put on my bike jeans with hip and knee armour I had my jacket on with 
shoulder, elbow and back armour in and as a result no other damage so A little reminder to all….. when you are laying on the 
roadside in your T Shirt and Cut with trainers and ripped jeans you don’t look so cool waiting for an ambulance. Remember 
this bike gear is PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) and Road Captains have the right to refuse to allow you to take part in 
a ride if they believe that you are not dressed in the right PPE. 

Ride Safe - Martyn 

February 2020



Small gesture, big impact:  Why the 
little things we do for others mean a lot! 
During the III 

Rivers weekend 

trip to 

Bournemouth, last 

year,  we met an 

extraordinary 

young man called 

Thomas Marks. He 

and his Mum and 

Dad (Angela & 

Kevin) were 

staying at the hotel 

whist Thomas was 

having dialysis at 

the nearby 

hospital.  Thomas’ 

face lit up every 

time he saw the 

bikes over the 

weekend and as 

we were leaving 

on the Sunday 

morning Thomas 

was in the car park 

with his mum and 

dad watching the 

bikes. Terry very 

kindly offered to 

take Thomas for a 

spin around the 

car park, which in, 

his Mum, Angela’s 

words, absolutely 

made his 

weekend.  Diane 

and I spoke to 

them at length 

about Thomas and 

the operations and 

complications he 

has endured and 

offered to send 

him the photos and 

a III Rivers T-shirt, 

when we got 

home, which we 

did. 

Thomas was 
diagnosed with 
Dravet Syndrome, 
also know as 
Severe Myoclonic 
Epilepsy of Infancy 
(SMEI), which is a 
rare form of 
intractable 
epilepsy that 
begins in infancy 
and proceeds with 
accumulating 
morbidity which 
significantly 
impacts 
individuals 
throughout their 
lifetime.  In 
addition he has 
kidney failure and 
although he is 

currently on 
Heamodialysis he 
is on the waiting 
list for a kidney 
transplant, so 
fingers crossed for 
him. 

The photos show 
Thomas loving 
being on Terry’s 
bike, and then 
wearing his T-shirt 
and the photo with 
his hand near his 
face is him signing 
‘Thankyou’.   

I think we can all 
agree it was a 
pleasure to meet 
Thomas who is 
quite a remarkable 
young man. 

Making memories 
for Thomas!
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Name: Gary Hobart 

Nickname: Goldfish, on account of my fantastic ability 
to forget everything! 

Location: Flitwick, Beds 

What do you ride: 2015 Breakout for now.  

How long have you been riding: 3 years (first bike) 

Dream bike: Happy with my Breakout…. So maybe a 
new Breakout. (Or a Triumph Rocket, not sure I’m 
allowed to say that though). 

What got you into biking: My brother had a CBR1100 
and I got to ride out with him a couple of years ago. He 
always said don’t buy a Harley, so that’s what I bought.  

What do you do for a living: I used to tell people I was 
a dolphin trainer but in reality I’m into mechanical 
engineering.  

Funniest thing to have happened on a ride: That has to 
be my first ever ride with III Rivers. We headed out 
Oxford way to go to the ‘H Cafe’, the road captain 
(mention no names) took circa 18 loud bikes into a very 
quiet cul-de-sac. If that wasn’t funny enough two bikes 
ended up on their side. Sorry to the guys involved….. 
but I’m still laughing.   

Best place you've ridden to: Up and down my Close 
since I’ve had my Stage 1 fitted my bike has got even 
louder and I like annoying my neighbours.  

Thing you're most excited about in 2022: Summer 
time. It’s when you can do almost anything you want. 
Plenty more ride outs with a great bunch of like minded 
people.  

Any other hobbies outside of biking: SCUBA diving, 
golf and rugby refereeing. Ohh, and watching Arsenal 

getting beat 😁  

Favourite band/artist: Too many to mention. But The 
Cure always seem to creep into my No.1 spot.  

Any pets: Dolphins and a dog.  

Interesting fact nobody would know about you: I once 
put 24 marsh mallows in my mouth without eating them. 
I actually lost at this against Scunthorpe Rugby 1st team.  

What is your party trick: Lighting Sambuca after I put it 
in my mouth. This has been more difficult now that I 
have grown a beard !!

Meet your Chapter 
As part of our commitment for you to get to know your fellow riders and chapter friends 

better, this section will feature a different chapter member each time. First up is Gary 

Hobart. Got something in common with him? Share a musical interest? Then why not reach 

out on FaceBook and connect, or even better hook up with him on one of our upcoming 

ride-outs - get the conversations started!

 

Please extend a warm III Rivers 
Welcome to our newest members: 

Sally McGrath 
Adrian Kitachi 
Peter Smyth 

Gavin Saunders 
Mark Reddyhof 
James Bardwell 

Colin Boak 
Pazz Petagine 

Cyril Bird 
Gaurav Gajjar 
John Simpson 

Adrian Dockerill 
Hennie Pieters 

Peter Pierce 
Paul Bullock 

Oz Usman Jaleel 

Hope to see you all on a ride out 
real soon!!
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Find the following words in this 

box. There is another Harley related 

word that is hidden, but not in the 

list (Hint, it’s a Harley model). Find 

that word and send it to 

editor@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk  

along with your name & phone 

number and you could win a 

wonderful III Rivers Chapter T-

Shirt. So, what are you waiting for?  

✦ CHAPTER 

✦ IRON 

✦ PANAMERICA 

✦ THREERIVERS 

✦ CUT 

✦ MILWAUKEE 

✦ WATFORD 

✦ HARLEY 

✦ DAVIDSON 

✦ RIDEOUT 

IMPORTANT CHANGES 
TO THE HIGHWAY 

CODE!!

III Rivers UK Chapter 9979

Competition Time - WIN!!! 

Page 4

mailto:editor@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk


Trade City,  
Thomas Sawyer Way, 
Watford WD18 0GS 

 
Call 01923 - 940646 

Harley-
Davidson  

X 
Aerosmith 
Collection 

Huge Stock across a 
range of sizes & Designs! 

Contact Brandon at Lind Watford 
*Chapter Members only, whilst stocks last. RRP £39.99

III Rivers UK Chapter 9979

50% OFF
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What’s this about 

I’ve acquired a leather waistcoat 
that I can use as a ‘cut’, and 
‘upgrade’(?) my appearance; but 
I’m a bit undecided.  It’s got me 
thinking 
about 
what it’s 
for, why I 
started 
wearing 
one, and 
why my 
current 
one 
looks the 
way it 
does.  
I’ve been 
wearing 
one for 
over 40 
years, 
and it’s 
changed (but only a little) over 
that time.  A cut means different 
things to different people, and I 
thought that writing this may help 
me to decide on whether I want to 
change.  What follows is just my 
interpretation of what it’s about.  
It’s not meant to be factual, or 
suggest the ‘right way’.  In my 
opinion you should wear what the 
hell you want, and however you 
want to. 

Why’s it called a cut? 

Ok, some of this bit may be 
factual (or I could have got it 
totally wrong). 

Why are all these bikers wearing 
waistcoats, and calling them 
‘cuts’?  They started as jackets 
with the sleeves cut off, worn 
over the bike jacket.  The most 
popular materials to use were 
leather or denim.  I’ve heard a 
few suggestions as to why they 
were worn, but when I started 

they were a sign of some 
affiliation.  Many rockers/bikers/ 
greasers (etc.) would put 
‘decoration’ on their bike jackets 
(painted or as patches).  The 
mods also did the same to their 
parkas.  The problem is that if 
you wanted to change what you 
wanted to display, or were going 
into a situation where you didn’t 
want to display it, you had a 
problem.  If you just had a bike 
manufacturers name across your 
back that wouldn’t be much of a 
problem (until you changed from 
Ducati to Triumph for example) 
but, for some, what a biker wore 
developed into an identification of 
their association with a particular 
‘group’.  Wearing a cut with your 
identification on it, rather than 
putting it straight onto your jacket 
meant that you could be 
‘incognito’ when you considered it 
necessary.  Back in my teens I 
would ride away from home and 
put my cut on down the road, and 
would take it off on the way back; 
and there were other occasions 
when I considered it necessary to 
leave it off. 

There were, and still are, groups 
that take the style and 
arrangement of patches on a cut 
very seriously.  They identify 
themselves by particular patches, 
wording and arrangement, and 
have pride in the acquisition and 
wearing of their colours.   

Although I’ve said that I think “you 
should wear what the hell you 
want, and however you want to” it 
would be a bit foolish (and 
dangerous) to conflict with the 
‘uniform’ worn by three patch 
clubs or MC’s, so I suggest you 
don’t.  If you want to know more 
about this issue I’m sure there 
are a lot of sources of 
information. 

Along with the use of waistcoats 
as cuts has come the use of 
extenders; so that you can get a 
waistcoat that fits you when 
you’re not wearing a leather 
jacket, and be extended to fasten 
over one when you want.  When I 
started no-one wore extenders.  
You just got a cut that would fit 
over your leather. 

What’s my cut (at the moment), 
and why? 

So far I’ve always worn a denim 
cut.  It started because I (and 
most of my ‘group’) couldn’t 
afford to cut a leather jacket.  
Wearing a denim cut sort of 
became part of ‘our’ identification.   

Then, when I left the north of 
England and moved south, it just 
became my ‘look’.  Although I’ve 
had more than one over the 
years, each one (so far) has just 
been a sort of re-issue of the 
previous one.  My cut history 
goes: - 

i.Out-grown 

ii.torn to shreds (and the 
bike didn’t fare to well 
either) 

iii.fell to bits 

iv.still in service 

The pins (that survived) were 
carefully transferred to the 
replacement cut, and the patches 
(that survived) were unpicked and 
sown on to the new.  Some pins 
and patches died, and some pins 
were lost, but most were placed 
on the new cut, usually in the 
same position.  A few pins have 
been removed over the years, 
and not put on the new cut, as 
their type or subject matter would 
not now be considered 
appropriate. 

Steve Banks and his Cut Dilemma
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Why does my cut look the way 
it does? 

My cut has developed over the 
decades, but still retains some of 
its roots.  Although it probably 
doesn’t look like it, there’s some 
sort of order to where all the pins 
and patches are positioned.  
Some planned or agreed with my 
former riding buddies way back in 
the past, and some that just 
evolved as things were added 
over time. 

The back of my cut is the area 
that’s changed the most, but it 
was always relatively ‘clean’ in 
line with the ‘norms’ of the group I 
rode with.  There’s a line of studs 
that are a tribute to the much 
larger quantity that were worn in 
the past.  At the top used to be 
the bike manufacturer (Triumph in 
the past), and this reasonably (in 
my eyes) translates to the III 
Rivers (Harley Davidson) 
Chapter.  The centre of the back 
now sports a HOG patch, which 
could be seen as a development 
from what it looked like before.   

There was a ‘fashion’ among 
some in my group to have a bar 
mat sewn across the bottom that 
advertised the owners favourite 
brew (most frequently Newcastle 
Brown), but this was something I 
never subscribed to. 

The area under the arms was 
never patched before my 
involvement with HOG.  So I use 
this for new patches that don’t fit 
neatly into what I’ve always had 
on the front and back of my cut. 

The front is the busiest area.  
This is where all the metal 
badges (now usually referred to 
as ‘pins’) are.  There was a time 
when any bike event had 
commemorative pins available, 
but they seem to have fallen from 
popularity over the years.  I have 
event pins dating back to the 

1970’s, including the TT, rallies 
and race meetings, but not many 
recent ones as they’re often not 
available. There should be a pin 
for all the bikes I’ve owned, but 
I’ve lost a lot of them; and there 
are pins for causes or events I’ve 
supported.  When the ‘pins’ had 
brooch type clasps they were a 
little more secure; but the single 
pin on the back of the newer ones 
makes them easier to lose.  The 
single pin mounts also aren’t 
good for keeping them the right 

way up; but I used to mount 
badges upside down if I didn’t 
have the expected connection to 
what they indicated (e.g. my CCM 
pin is upside down, and not in the 
‘owned bikes area’, because I 
never owned one; but had my 
Bonneville wheels rebuilt at the 
CCM factory (a mate was their 
wheel-builder).  The rule was - if 
you hadn’t been there, done it, 
owned it or actively supported it 
you didn’t wear the pin/patch, or 
you wore it inverted.  

There aren’t as many patches on 
the front of my cut, but what’s 
there follows the same approach 
and principle as for the pins. 

It’s a bit sad that some of the old 
pins and patches I’ve lost could 
be quite interesting (I’ve still got 
my I.O.M. Millennium TT pin 
somewhere), but nothing is 
constant except change, as they 
say. 

Well, that’s 
what my cut looks like.  What you 
do with yours is up to you.  As 
mentioned above, it’s best to 
avoid clashing with some of the 
other organisations, but I don’t 
think that anything left on my cut 
as it’s developed should get me 
in bother. 

So what now? 

I’m not sure when leather 
waistcoats became the thing to 
have.  They probably weren’t 
readily available when all of this 
started.  So shall I change to a 
leather waistcoat and use it to 
change my style?  Is changing to 
a leather waistcoat a sign of 
selling out when I’ve been a 
denim cut guy for so long?  Is it a 
sort of ‘gentrification’ going for a 
waistcoat instead of an old 
recycled jacket?  Is it a sign that 
I’ve matured? (How the hell did 
THAT happen!)  I seem to be 
asking a lot of questions, but I’m 
asking myself. I’m not really 
looking for answers from anyone 
else; I just need to make my mind 
up – now there’s a challenge!
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Page 1Page 7



Introducing your new 
Ladies of Harley Officer - 

Jo Hadwin

Whether you ride or are a pillion, Ladies of 

Harley (LoH) promotes female participation in the wonderful world of Harley-Davidson, and 

our Three Rivers Chapter is no different.  

Membership is free of charge, and it applies to any 

lady that belongs to H.O.G. with full or associate 

membership.  

At III Rivers, as well as supporting and taking part 

in III Rivers ride-outs and our social and charitable 

events, LoH also arrange and sponsor other 

activities - From the ladies but open to everyone!  

Bit about me…  

For those who do not know me, I’m Jo Hadwin and I 

am the new III Rivers LoH officer, taking the mantle from Trudie Davies.    

As a mum of 1 son and working full time in Cyber Security, my association with Harley-

Davison started in 2015 when hubby Rich got his first Harley and joined III Rivers. I quickly 

became a Harley widow and decided things needed to change!! Being a control freak pillion 

was not for me so in 2017 I decided to get my bike licence.  

To spur me on Rich bought me a Sportster Super 

Low which I used to practise in between lessons. It 

didn’t feel like the bike for me so 3 days after 

passing my Mod2 I headed to my local H-D dealer 

and purchased my 103 Dyna FatBob! Over 2 years I 

did many miles with her, including trips to Wales, 

France and for my 40th she safely took me on an 18 

day road trip around the British isles visiting all H-D 

dealerships. Claim to fame... The road trip made a 

double page spread in the 2018 issue 3 of the HOG 

magazine! In 2019 I entered the realm of Soft-tails 

and am currently a very happy owner of a stage 1 

107 M8 Fatboy!  

LoH Presents…  

We are still working out the details of the 2022 LoH hosted activities, so look out for 

announcements in future newsletters and our Chapter Facebook group.  

Also, if you have any suggestions, feedback or questions I am always on hand to help. Grab 

me at a ride-out, event, club night or drop me an email ladyharley@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk   

Ride Safe - Jo  
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