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I know we are all getting a little older but I cant help
but think time is flying by we are less than a month
away from the Longest Day and for those who are
doing the Dawn to Dusk ride, we are now wondering
what we have let ourselves in for.

The Chapter membership is increasing and at a 
 good pace, and that’s without us pushing people,
but the best part of that is those who have joined
recently have all said how welcoming we are and
inclusive, that makes me very proud.

We have a diverse and unique membership and that’s more important to me than
being the biggest chapter, additionally we have some fantastic people to share this
love of Harley-Davidson with.

The French weekend was fantastic the first trip I have ever organised where
everyone stayed together and even had dinner as a group all weekend. There were
so many laughs (mainly at Philip Angels expense), the riding was good, the roads
awesome and the streets so clean. We have already booked 20 rooms for 2023 and
folks are putting their names down.

The dealership has some very exciting news that will break in the next few days so look out … and next month we start Bike
Nights too!  We will also have a Friday Night Chip Shop run to the coast so keep looking out for those details.  The Bike
Festival is all planned and booked now with stalls and food, live bands and a Custom show so please support it and spread
the word, and grab your tickets in advance.

I have had the privilege to be director now for 18 years and I can say that I am as excited today as I was when I first stood up
on a Club Night to be part of this family.

Ride Safe
 

Martyn



Editors Comments
Welcome to your June newsletter.
 

Firstly, I want to welcome our new members. There have been a lot 
of you joining us over the past few weeks and it’s so great to see. As
we are really amping up our riding season it is also really good to see
 so many new members joining in with the ride-outs and getting involved. 
As many of you may know, I am relatively new to the chapter myself, having 
joined in 2019, with my wife Vicky getting her Harley and joining in 2021 and I 
am so glad that we immersed ourselves the way we did. We have formed 
some really great friendships in our short time that I know will last a lifetime, 
so if you are a new member, or a member that doesn’t get too involved, I 
would encourage you all to join a ride-out, attend a club night, volunteer to 
be our ‘meet your buddies’ focus in a newsletter, come to one of the dealer 
events, whatever works for you, I would be surprised if your experience isn’t the
same as ours, I guarantee you there will be friendly faces ready to warmly welcome you.
 

As Brazilian lyricist Paul Coelho once said – ‘One day, you will wake up and there won't be any more time to do
the things you've always wanted. Do it now.’
 

Since our last newsletter, we have been on several rides, some of the chapter had a break away to Cornwall
and some have just returned from the France trip. We have had the launch of the Nightster at the Watford
dealership and had a dealer open day yet there is still so much more to do.
 

I, along with several others, are joining a lot of other Harley riders on the annual ‘Dawn to Dusk’ ride on the
weekend of June 18th. An epic (I hope!) ride, that sees us leave Ness Point in Lowestoft, the UK’s most Easterly
point at sunrise, at 4:30am then ride across to Lands’ End, the UK’s most Westerly point, to see the Sunset that
same day, at 9:34pm. When I signed up, I was so enthusiastic, believing it to be a one-day ride and when I get
there I can just relax in a hot bath to soak my achy bits, completely forgetting that I have to ride, pretty much,
the whole distance back again the next day. But…..I am doing this with my Chapter mates, it will be an
awesome adventure and every time I am out, seeing a train of bikes snaking around the countryside never
ceases to put a huge grin on my face. Besides, I get a T-shirt and patch – got to be worth that on it’s own, no?
 

I hope you enjoy this month’s newsletter, there is a great competition to name our chapter skull logo – Harley-
Davidson has ‘Willie G’, now it’s time for ours to carry a moniker and you can choose it!! How cool?
 

I look forward to seeing more of you over the coming weeks.
 

Ride safe.

David & Vicky
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My New Trike!!
B Y  A L L E N  F E T H E R

Occasionally dropping my bike has been an element of riding all my life, I remember going to work one particularly
icy morning and dropping it so many times I became first name terms with the car driver behind. But, dropping my
bike recently, my dearly beloved hurt her ankle, so we decided that I had ‘got away with it’ for long enough, after all
I’m no ‘spring chicken’ and I have had 19 years on two wheel Harleys and more on various other bikes, so started
looking at 3 wheels instead.  Christine flatly refused to get into a sidecar, so it looked like it would have to be a trike…

Not having much to do with trikes previously and always considering
them as second class, it’s not surprising,  I knew very little about them,
or indeed wanted to know about them, until now.

Terry, bless him, gave me a crash course on his tri glide, (not literally),
and after a very short ride I became a nervous wreck and returned his
bike post- haste. Realising there was a lot more to these things than I
had previously thought, I decided to explore deeper. Never liking the
claustrophobic feeling I get with high fairings, I thought it may be why I
got so nervous, and looked into un-faired trikes… 

Surfing the Internet, like you do, I soon found that not only are new Harley trikes silly amounts of money, and good
second hand Harley trikes were not far behind, but they are very few and far between. After a few weeks of
‘watching’, I found a couple of ‘possibles’,  one in Scotland, one in Derbyshire, and one in Bridgwater,  yes, Bridgwater
– the Cider Rally, so much ‘karma’ I had to check it out…

Once my ‘Dearly Beloved’ set her eyes on it, and then sat on it, there was no going back, and suddenly I found myself
taking a test ride, and then signing several bits of paper. The bike was very basic and we both decided it would
benefit from some chrome. In a blur of excitement we were ordering several bits of chrome as well, and although
Gavin (the rep) gave us some nice ‘extras’ it was a big mistake,  three weeks later and we were still waiting for these
chrome bits. Unable to contain myself any longer, I collected the bike as it was, some bits fitted and the rest to follow
through the post…

After signing even more bits of paper and transferring a truly
indecent amount of money, plus an hour on the phone
transferring insurance, I finally said goodbye to Gavin and
climbed onto the contraption.  Having had a ‘test ride’ some
three weeks earlier, I was prepared for its antics and
managed to get it off the forecourt and down the road
without hitting any kerbs, even though that’s exactly what it
wanted to do.

About a mile from the dealership is a nice big petrol station and
a chance to calm myself down and rebuild my ego.   Fuelled up
and ready to go but with my faithful TomTom stowed in the boot

I needed to pay a lot more attention to the road signs and soon found myself circumnavigating roundabouts looking
for the correct exit.

Eventually finding my way onto the M5, I was able to relax a little without having to worry about road signs, tight
turns or hitting kerbs for a while. Cruising at a steady 50 mph, was too easy and getting boring so I was soon up to
70mph with a few overtakes quite a bit faster than that, and then what seemed like minutes I spotted an M4 sign.
Knowing this junction is quite complicated, and having to navigate it without a Sat-nav my concentration became
extreme, to say the least, and my fight with the trike paled into the distance. In fact, though I didn’t notice at the
time, it answered all my requests admirably, and I somehow managed to move to all the correct lanes and
eventually East bound on the M4, fantastic bloody fantastic, these words just filled my head completely. 



Competition
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70 or so miles done, the next turn was Swindon and the A420 to Oxford. The A420 is a lovely biking road, fast and
curvy with good opportunities for overtaking but, seriously hard work for a novice trike rider, and it wasn’t long
before I had to take a rest, so I pulled into a BP garage for a break and some ‘Simply Food’.  

Sitting on the bike drinking my coffee, several of the customers complimented the bike as they passed by, and
one stuck in my mind, he said “I bet that’s a lovely ride, in the sunshine with the wind in your face”.  In the warm
sunny weather, dressed in heavy motorcycle clothes, I’d been fighting with it for a 100 miles, I was hot and sweaty
and tired, and he couldn’t have been further from the truth but I didn’t spoil his elusion, I just said “it’s a wonderful
experience”.

Refreshed, I set off on the next leg of the journey, and to
my surprise I was starting to enjoy the ride, then just as I
started to get the upper hand with this wild monster, the
signs for Milton Keynes came up and all the
roundabouts. I'd always enjoyed these 70 mph dual
carriageway roundabouts on two wheels so I started
‘pushing’ the trike and experimenting for best progress
through them, I’ve got to say; my progress was mostly
horrific but, one or two of them were quite respectable, I
thought……..

After all my apprehensions about getting a trike, I think I’m going to enjoy my new trike, and I’m
looking forward to mastering the new challenges that I certainly didn’t expect………  

Pride in your Ride

Big Al
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Any nickname? At work I’m known as Crisis, as in ‘mid-life’. It was given to
me as I’m always changing vehicles. Little do they know that I’ve done the
same thing since my teenage years 😂 

Where do you live?  I live in Hemel Hempstead

What do you do for a living? I work in Watford as a Detective on CID

What do you currently ride? I currently ride a Street Glide Special and a
KTM 1290 superduke R. 

How long have you been riding?  I’ve been riding legally for 40 years,
illegally for 43. 

Dream bike? Dream bike is a difficult one, I’ve owned most of the bikes I ever wanted, currently Harley wise it would have to
be a Road Glide ST in Gunship Grey, with a full Ohlins suspension upgrade. 

What got you into biking? Like a lot of guys my age, I was on the local field and some lads were riding a beaten up old bike
(probably stolen), they asked if I wanted a go? That was the start of my relentless addiction.

Best place you've ridden to?  I rode around Wales with my brother about 8 years ago, beautiful scenery and great roads, but
it was great for both of us too, as our relationship has been a bit of a rollercoaster over the years. 

Any other hobbies outside of biking?  Hobbies include playing the Drums, 
badminton, golf and I’m currently setting up a YouTube channel doing motorcycle 
reviews (Editor’s note: it’s very good, check it out here - 
https://youtube.com/channel/UCHl17IKn-SQx5Es2kF4Sl3Q )

Favourite band/artist?  Foo Fighters

Any pets? A cat called Sean

What is your party trick?  Not a trick as such, but will always get up for a
bit of karaoke  my specialty is Bon Jovi, stereophonics or Neil Diamond. 

Most famous person you've met?  Prince William - he landed his helicopter in 
Cassiobury Park and I was sent with others to provide protection if needed.

Why did you join III Rivers?  I joined III Rivers last year after buying my 5th Harley, the Street Glide. I’ve owned Harleys for
30 years, but when I was younger I didn’t feel that I fit the Harley demographic, I did try a chapter in Dunstable once whilst
living in Leighton Buzzard, but didn’t find the members very welcoming, but to be honest I was quite shy back then. When I
bought the Street Glide last year I told my wife that she would be seeing a lot less of me, as I was throwing myself into the
local chapter. I must say I have not been disappointed, what a lovely group of people.
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Where would you like to go on a rideout (somewhere you haven’t been before)? I’d love to tour around Scotland, only
been to Edinburgh for a weekend break but would love to see more. 

** Introduce yourself to the Chapter **
To be featured in next months edition email

editor@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk



I joined the Chapter in 2019 having bought my first Harley the year before. This 
was after many years of occasionally hiring Harleys on  regular trips to the USA. 
First ride was in 1998 at an early Eaglerider franchise touring around California, 
Nevada and Utah. 

This still remains the best holiday I have ever had and planted the love of these 
bikes in me. But I remained a Honda owner back home. Until a rental from Lind 
Reading in 2018 over a hot weekend in Dorset changed that. By this stage my 
wife Natalie had become happy on the back, so on taking delivery we started 
touring. 

In that first year we went around Southern England and had a week in North 
Western France. But we also began to get into a habit of Sunday rides to a 
decent pub or I hesitate to admit this, a garden centre for dinner then home. 
I could see I would get quickly bored of that. 

I knew Graham Cross from our former profession and the rest is history. Back then in 2019, as a new member I was a rare
thing as the dealership was not yet open. Like everyone else, all the existing members made me feel at home straight away
and I knew I had made a good decision. No more garden centres!

As a Chapter member on a ride, I still love sitting towards the rear looking at that line of bikes snake out in front of me. But Mr
Cross had already started working on me.

                                                                             Like anyone, I know what it’s like to arrange an event and worse, manage 
                                                                             a group of people. I knew standing there on a Sunday morning each Road
                                                                             Captain would have put in a great deal of time researching, planning and  
                                                                             executing rides. But I was happy to let them! Then Graham got me and Phil
                                                                             Angel sat at a table on a club night and would not take No for an answer. 
                                                                             We were in as new Road Captains. At least I thought to myself, others didn’t
                                                                             think I was a liability riding in a group. 

                                                                             It was politely explained to me, that I had to plan and share rides on a
                                                                             website called My Route app (MRA). It’s the only website compatible with
Harley.                                                                  Boom Box, Tom Tom, and Garmin devices. These are stored in a closed
                                                                             group on MRA and we all download them from there. 

I am happy to use the MRA navigator app on my phone. But all maps software throw up slight variations of the same route
and my app is no different. That’s why for everyone’s sanity I think we should, as a group, just stick with postcodes. Just
enjoy the ride.  Planning the route is straightforward, or so I thought. I sent my first attempt for the scrutiny of Big Al, who
promptly tore it up and sent me away for a re-write. Turns out due to the software variances you have to be forensic in your
placing of route waypoints so all other RC’s units follow the same. (they still don’t)!

I had been to the Jolly Sailor with Natalie so knew it was a decent ride 
and location. We all met up on the 29th May, I was wary of the software, 
and hoped for no rain but other than that was looking forward to it. Your 
sweeper/Tail End Charlie had confirmed the route with me prior to meeting. 

It’s important we do that so that if there is a split, TEC can get in front of the 
split group and catch us up. I also checked One Network website for road 
closures. Pretty useful site, and it confirmed we were good to go. I knew the 
first half to Finchingfield very well but regardless knew others behind would 
appreciate the special road that is the A507 from Baldock.

III RIVERS UK CHAPTER
June 2022 9979

Page 7

COLIN CRICHTON'S FIRST ROAD CAPTAIN RIDEOUTCOLIN CRICHTON'S FIRST ROAD CAPTAIN RIDEOUT
  

TO HEYBRIDGE BASIN, ESSEXTO HEYBRIDGE BASIN, ESSEX
  
  

EDITORS NOTE: WE RECOMMEND 
FULL RIDING SAFETY GEAR
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Toilet stop at Saffron Walden done, (I get to choose the stops; result), it 
was onwards through Finchingfield. Some of the guys didn’t know what a 
biker’s mecca Finchingfield is. But stopping there involves at least an hour 
so I decided to roll on through. Also, quite by chance, your editor had 
mentioned that Bikerpics.co.uk were taking pictures outside Finchingfield. 
There he was, as per website co-ordinates having a crafty fag as I came 
round the corner. He nearly missed me, wish he had as I looked like I missed 
that earlier toilet stop in his pic of me. But some of the guys clearly love their 
shots. Well done, David. 

After another 90 minutes through a mixture of A and B roads and we got to the pub and its dodgy shingle car park!!
Thankfully the IT worked, the weather was kind until we were safely under cover and I had a ball leading my first organised
ride out. Most people seemed to like it and it made the small effort organising really worthwhile.  I’d recommended it to anyone
who wants to give a little back to the club.

Colin

PS. No MAYBES on FB help in organising, either yes/no and if you change your mind please let us know. 



 
                                             

Long long ago in pre covid years, I booked a BikeSafe Training course.  Unfortunately, this was then cancelled
for a few years while we were in the thick of the virus.  I also managed to move house, so going to a London-
based event was out of the question.  Bless them, for 2 years they kept in touch promising that they hadn’t
forgotten me, or my £65.00.  So, in January this year, I was very pleased to hear that BikeSafe Training was
kicking off again and that I could go to an event in Lincoln, about a one-hour ride away, across a few fens and
dykes, from my new abode.

The training format was to be a one-and-a-half-hour online course followed by one day practical road training -
playing Kiss-Chase with the local constabulary 😊. 

Online Training. As promised above, this rather comprehensively 
addressed attitude, observation, cornering, overtaking, filtering, 
junctions, group riding, hazard awareness and the system of  
motorcycle control - Information, Position, Speed,  Gear, Acceleration, 
with its catchy mnemonic IPSGA.  The online information was well 
presented and very informative with various members of the Old Bill 
presenting.  Working through the training pack was easy and allowed 
you to go back if you wish and even re-run on another day if you had 
nothing better to do.
 
Practical Evaluation.  So, on a rather cold, 1 degree Celsius, Sunday morning I set off to Lincoln.  At the
BikeSafe centre, I met up with about 12 other keen and rather cold motorcyclists yearning for some training! 
 We were soon joined by a selection of police bikers, IAMS instructors and other notaries from the biking world.  
I have never seen so much green Hi-Viz in my life, my tabard vest was bad enough but some of these guys
were head to foot in the stuff and their bikes were coming out in colour sympathy!  Sadly, not a sign of the pink
safety colour that the Biker Down course advocates – Ha! They had said take a copy of your Insurance and
MOT but this wasn’t checked and not a word about my rather noisy exhaust either.

The session started off with chat of what to expect on the day, some background on the BikeSafe program i.e.,
why, and then a lecture on Lincolnshire accident rates by bike types and some discussion on hazard areas.
You will be pleased to know that cruiser bikes don’t feature much in Lincolnshire accidents, but some wag did
suggest that it’s because Harleys can’t go fast enough to have an accident 

III RIVERS UK CHAPTER
June 2022 9979

Page 9

B I K E S A F E  T R A I N I N G . . .  M Y  E X P E R I E N C E

P E T E R  G O U L D

BikeSafe is a national, police run, motorcycle initiative, aimed at working. with
motorcycle riders in a relaxed environment to raise awareness of the importance and
value of progressing onto accredited post-test training. BikeSafe workshops involve
an observed ride with a Police graded  motorcyclist or approved BikeSafe observer.
BikeSafe workshops aim to  cover attitude, observation, cornering, overtaking,
filtering, junctions, group riding, hazard awareness and the system of motorcycle
control.



I was allocated my Day-Glo clad copper and off we went, me nervously trying to do my best. The bike pair in front
was a bit slow which helped me gain the confidence needed when being chased down the road by the Fuzz - And
                                                                                    thankfully no silly flashing blue lights this time 😊.  At the first
                                                                                    stop / chat he made 2 points on my riding: the carriageway
                                                                                    lane is divided into 3 segments part A, B & C.  A being
                                                                                    curbside.  I was tending to generally ride in #B whereas I
                                                                                    should be more into #C although my moving into A and C
                                                                                    was good when I needed to gain visibility on bends etc. He
                                                                                   also noted that I don’t always go into neutral at traffic lights
etc.  This is advisable just in case you get rear-ended and as you fall from the bike, it then won’t run away should
you drop the clutch.  At this stage, much to my pleasure, he declared that I was good and safe. The next session
we were to pick up the speed a bit….and we certainly did! 

Now onto faster rural A roads, some single track, and a road out of Woodhall Spa that I think would rival the
Dragons Tail in North Carolina for its bends per mile rate.  I had pedestrians jump at me, wayward horses, lycra-
clad pushbikers by the dozen, the odd hedge skimming pheasant and cars cutting the corners, all thrown at me
but with his push on road positioning in hazard areas, bends etc and good observation I survived and pleasingly
                                                      nothing phased me out. There were no flashy intercoms between us; when he
                                                      was behind, he would just indicate the desired direction with his yellow flashy  
                                                      light, thankfully not the blue one. So along with concentrating on the road
                                                      ahead, this also made you focus on your mirrors.
  
                                                      At the end of my 5 ½ hour day we had a well-deserved donut stop debrief, he
                                                      again reiterated that I was safe and rather good (You could barely get my head
                                                      through McDonald’s double doors), and I then gave my input on where I thought
that my riding wasn’t totally perfect and where I thought that I could be better.  He considered me a ‘Thinking
Biker’. I presume that this is some sort of accolade. 

Sadly, on the way home we came across a rather nasty car accident at Hubberts 
bridge that emergency services were dealing with. 

Fuelled up by the initial brief by Mr Plod on bike accident rates, I had a swift search
 of the internet and yes bike accident rates and injuries are quite devastating – 
just search on ‘motorcycle accident rates’, everybody should have a look. There is a 
lot of good information out there to assist you and keep you in the correct mind set. 
There are lots of reports that with the accident statistics, can help you understand the danger areas and so help
you pre-empt the risks – be safe out there. I did come across one very interesting site:

https://www.crashmap.co.uk/

It operates like Google map: to search & zoom to your selected area, select your review period – 1 to 23 years,
vehicle type etc. Click the accident marker and it gives the basic details. You can further click for the full report, but
this will cost you £1.00. I looked at Hubberts bridge and there have been some 26 reported accidents in the last 23
years at that junction.
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Data for this site is obtained from the Department of Transport, I suspect police reports. I can’t vouch for the
crash map as it did have a 3-vehicle crash in the middle of a field near my house, either the tractors were
having a fun day, or the reported location is a bit iffy! I would also note that there were accidents that I am
aware of that didn’t feature – so everything isn’t reported.  But it gives you the general picture.

So home, knackered, but in all, a very worthwhile, focused training day and a great day out.  Booking onto
BikeSafe is easy, just go onto the website and pay them some money and they do the rest.

If you fancy some other rider training, have a look at www.eliteriderhub.co.uk
 

They list the following courses:
BMF Blue Riband

BMW training
Diamond Advanced Training

Enhanced Rider Scheme
Honda School of Motorcycles

IAM Road smart
Kawasaki Rider Training Scheme

RoSPA

All probably worth a look.  Except maybe the Honda course as they will only train you to sit in an armchair,
smoke a pipe (sorry Richard), put your slippers on and watch telly.

Peat
 

~ Ride Safe ~
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CALLING ALL MEMBERS 
 WE NEED YOU!!

IF YOU SELL 4 OR MORE RALLY
TICKETS 

YOU WILL RECEIVE 
1 FREE TICKET FOR YOURSELF 

 

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT A COMMITTEE
MEMBER
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