
So to that end please always dress in the correct riding gear and keep your bike
roadworthy on rides.   

The dealership Open House went well and we signed up 14 new members on the
day with 2 more joining on Club Night. This is a testimony to everyone that those
meeting us for the first time comment of how welcome they feel, that for me is the
greatest compliment.  Joining a new club for the first time and meeting a group
who all know each other is daunting so well done to everyone who took time out to
talk to new and prospective members and welcome them into our family. 
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Well the season is now in full swing and we got off
to a flying start with the Cider Rally, 46 members
attended, a fantastic turn out. The rides are filling
up the diary thick and fast so please keep an eye
on our facebook group for details of up coming
events. Many of you will know that the chapter is
always trying to improve the experience for
members as well as the safety aspect, so you will
see reminders every now and then about how to
keep safe its not that we want to tie members up
with rules but we are bound by the HOG Charter
and have to abide by the charter. 

Director's Cut
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We lost a few members who decided not to re join us this year and I feel disappointed that I could not engage
these people but I guess you cant win them all.
Please always remember that if you feel that you are not happy with any aspect of the chapter and don’t want to
talk to me about it then we have Matt and Steve Gallagher who are member Reps and they will listen to your
comments and then try to resolve any issues. Please don’t let a concern become an issue and lead to you not
joining in, as I keep saying Its your Chapter and you only get out what you put in!
So make 2022 the year you get involved. 

We will be organising a Slow Riding Skills session soon and also another Biker Down course these are all free for
members and well worth learning some new skills.

Ride Safe  - Martyn



Welcome to your May newsletter. The months fly by and with so much 
going on at the Chapter as we really come into the riding season, it’s
not surprising.

Since the last newsletter, I have been on the Ladies of Harley Easter Egg Hunt, 
which was a huge success. Absolute kudos to Jo Hadwin and all our Lady Riders
 who managed to pull off a great ride, which was fun, engaging and most of all 
rewarding. Not only rewarding for me as I was full of chocolate, coffee and pizza, 
it was also rewarding for another great local charity that the Ladies of Harley
supported. You can read Jo’s write up on the event, in this newsletter.

Next up, HOG’s ‘South Midland Bike Night’, which was held at a pub in Newport Pagnell.
Not a III Rivers event, but myself and several others headed over to check it out. It was
brilliantly put together, with outdoor catering serving hot dogs or pork, apple and 
stuffing rolls which were great, beer (with an alcohol-free option), great company and a charity raffle. It was
amazing to see so many other chapters present and competing against each other to win a stunning wooden
‘Harley’, which I would have loved in my garden. I think the expectation was to raise around £300 for it and
everyone was surprised when it went for over £1,000 more.

Two days later, Graham Cross led us all on the Cotswolds Motor Museum ride to Bourton on the Water. Our country
really has some stunning countryside, and frankly in a car you just miss it all – at least I do. Getting out on the bike
and riding through it, just really makes you appreciate the country we live in a lot more. If you haven’t ridden
through the Cotswolds, or visited Bourton on the Water, I would highly recommend it.

Then it was the big one – my first ever staycation with the Chapter. A ride to Weston Super Mare for Bridgwater
Chapter’s Cider Rally weekend – what a blast!!!!! We had so much fun, there was a little (Ahem!!) to drink, live
music, dancing, food, bikes literally everywhere and a great meeting of friends with chapters represented from all
over the country, and maybe even beyond as riding back up the M5 on the way home, we went past someone
with an Abu Dhabi Chapter top rocker. I had so much fun, I am now having serious envy for those of the chapter
booked onto Wales, Cornwall and France trips. It was SO good, I can’t wait for my next Chapter away weekend –
Martyn’s words resonated while I was riding, ‘You get out of the Chapter, what you put in’ and it’s true, you can’t
expect to have a great chapter experience without getting involved.

As always, thank you to everyone that puts the hard work into planning, organising and keeping the chapter safe
on rides – we couldn’t do it without you, keep on being awesome!!

Look forward to seeing everyone on the upcoming rides!

Ride safe – David & Vicky
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After the ‘4 seasons in one day’ ride the week before
I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t nervous that no one would
show up for the first III Rivers Easter Egg hunt ride. 
 Nevertheless I jumped out of bed (well 
maybe not jumped, who am I kidding!) and pulled
back the curtains to see beautiful clear skies. I knew it
was going to be a brilliant day. 

What is an Easter Egg hunt ride you ask?  
Well, the best way to describe it is a mash up of clue
solving, orienteering, sat nav reading, motorcycle
riding, bunnies and CHOCOLATE!
 
The hunt: Starting from the dealership, divided in to
teams, with a nominated ‘lead rider’ and at least
one person with the What3Words app, teams were
given 3 clues to solve – each giving a one 
word answer, which when put in to the What3Words
app showed the location of an easter bunny and the
chocolate somewhere in our 3 counties. 

The location was transferred to their sat nav and off
they rode to find the bunny. Once found the teams
were rewarded with Easter chocolate and the next set
of 3 clues to get to the next bunny.. and so on and so
forth until they were safely back at the dealership for
lunch. 

As I predicted when I woke up that morning, the whole
day was brilliant, we had: friends working 
together to solve the clues, rides through beautiful
countryside, ladies from the L&D hospital sitting 
on Harleys, upside down flags that has become its own
meme (Editor's comment: ), enough pizza to feed a
small country, fantastic raffle with loads of great prizes,
a scary looking Bunnyman/Baywatch 
cast member at one of the stops (Oi not the bunny on
stop 4 before you say anything!!) and did I 
mention chocolate?

Throughout the day other III Rivers members who
couldn’t take part in the hunt, but had some available 
time, popped in to show their support. One team never
made it off the starting blocks, due to Tony 
Williams’ bike trouble, getting to the dealership was
enough of an adventure for one day! But it was 
fantastic that those who could make it, came along,
supported us and donated to the Ladies of 
Harley chosen charity for this event: the L&D Breast
Cancer care unit. 

I am super proud to have been part of the team who
created this event and made it such a success. I 
am so so grateful for those who gave up time to help
organise and run the day, those who joined us 
on the day and those who donated. Which also
includes the extra money raised at the club night for 
the left over chocolate. 

Our first ever III Rivers Easter Egg Hunt ride managed to
raise over £500!!

Look out for the next Ladies of Harley event coming
soon... it’s called ‘the detox diet’ **JOKING**
See you all on the next ride out!

Jo Hadwin - Ladies of Harley 



Meet yourMeet your
BuddiesBuddies

Any nickname?   I’m still waiting for my chapter mates to give me one! 

Where do you live?  Chorleywood, Hertfordshire.

What do you ride? A 2004 1200cc Sportster and a 2017 1917cc Lowrider S

How long have you been riding?  I’ve had my full license 9 years but I’ve
had numerous small bikes since I could legally ride. 

Dream bike?  BSA Gold Star. 

What got you into biking?  It’s in my blood, my Grandfather, Dad & Uncles
were bikers. My Grandfather was killed on a motorcycle hence my Mum did
her best to keep me off them whilst she was alive!   

What do you do for a living?  I’m a Tattoo Artist, Body Piercer & Laser Tattoo Removal specialist. I own ‘Renaisance Tattoo’
in Rickmansworth, along with Amanda (my better half). 

Best place you've ridden to? The West Coast of Ireland, I’d definitely recommend it to anyone. 

Any other hobbies outside of biking?  Reading, Tattooing, Drawing, Body Piercing, Graphic Design, Skateboarding,
Snowboarding. 

Favourite band/artist?  The Doors. 

Any pets?  ‘Buddy’, a Boston Terrier.  

Most famous person you've met?  I used to interview Bands/ Rock Stars as a job (at festivals & gigs etc), hence I’ve met
loads of famous people. 

Interesting fact nobody would know about you?  I’m a bit of an anorak when it comes to 18th Dynasty Egyptology.

Why did you join III Rivers?  I met Martyn (Director), Doug (Assistant Director) & a few other members at the Lind Watford
dealership one Saturday morning and they seemed a really friendly bunch! They were genuinely passionate about and proud
of the chapter and I instinctively knew I needed to join. 

Can you tell us about your first ride out. How were you welcomed, where did you go, was it everything you hoped it
would be?   I’ve just had my first Chapter ride out and it was amazing! I attended the ‘Cider Rally’ in Weston-Super-Mare & I
can honestly say I had the most perfect long weekend.   I couldn’t have hoped for a warmer welcome from everyone.  The
riding and the event were really well organised, the food, accommodation & entertainment were spot on.  I can’t wait to return
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This month we meet Adie Kitachi
Got something in common with him? Share a hobby or interest?  Then why not
reach out on Facebook and connect, or even better hook up with him on one of our
upcoming ride-outs - get the conversation started.....

 

**Introduce yourself to the Chapter**
To be featured in next months edition email editor@iiirivershogchapter.co.uk

next year.  I started to get to know some great new friends who would very
obviously do anything for each other. Ultimately I witnessed the true spirit of
motorcycling! 

Where would you like to go on a Sunday morning rideout (somewhere
you haven’t been before)?   Anywhere scenic in the countryside with flowing,
twisty B-Roads. That’s when I’m at my most content I think. They say the
journey is the destination…… Except when the destination is a fry up or fish &
chips over a good laugh with mates!

We can't condone riding without a helmet
 



On Pendine Sands there is only a very small distance between the record-breaking fast line on the sand and the sea. This
rider can be seen practicing the necessary precautions, firstly in the pits and then out on the sands. See how he has
supplemented his budgie smuggler equipment in case he veers off the fast line towards the sea. 

 

Your management team have been studying the riding techniques that we will
need to employ to get the fastest results and it is believed that the best style was
set by the legendry Rollie Free in 1948, on his 998 cc Vincent Black Shadow. He
managed 150 mph in his plimsolls, swimming 

Our second target speed is 244 mph but the guy who did this I think cheated a bit
by slipping in a slightly larger engine – a 167 cube (2,736 cc) S & S lump and a
set of blacked out Monster Ovals, and just possibly a couple of other
modifications, maybe a stage 2 kit but certainly not a set of 16” Ape Hangers –
has he no style? This speed might be a bit unobtainable for us..... we can but try! 
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This summer will hopefully, if Carmarthenshire Council are to be believed, see the re-opening of the Museum of
Speed at Pendine Sands. In a spate of nothing better to do, the council, in their wisdom in 2018, knocked the old
one down! We shall celebrate the opening of the new museum by riding from the comforts of 3 Rivers Hotel,
obviously after a full and sumptuous breakfast, to Pendine Sands (approx. 40mins) 
and we shall set a new land speed record for Harley-Davidson Motorcycles, on a beach!  

Our first target speed is 165 mph, which was attained by a Harley- Davidson Road Glide
Special (Good choice, but “I am the only Road Glide Special in the village” / club) on the
Lake Gairdner salt flats in South Australia by David Turney. 

A bit later, in 1952, Lloyd Bulmer
performed a similar trick and managed 119 mph
 on his 350cc Velocette – at least he had the 
decency to put some trousers on.  Here we 
can see some of your intrepid club members 
in training for the record attempt.  See how this
 rider is carefully training his stomach muscles to
 fill  the gap between his highly strung athletic body
 and the bike seat and so improve the midline. 

 All members in attendance on the day’s ride will
 be encouraged to set a personal best speed on
 the sand. Should we not succeed in attaining our
 mission, we will be able to commiserate by just 
going to the museum (if Carmarthenshire Council
 manage to get it open) where reportedly the real 
heroes are, and afterwards at the Barnacles Beach 
Café to plan our next venture into the land of records. 

EDITORS' NOTE: AS ALWAYS, THE CHAPTER PROMOTES SAFE RIDING AND ENCOURAGES ALL RIDERS 
TO ENSURE THEY RIDE TO THEIR CAPABILITIES AND FEEL COMFORTABLE AT ALL TIMES.



To entertain you on Saturday night, we have booked the Half Tidy band. Jacky, the
hotel manager, has offered to pay half of the costs, bless her. Look up Half  Tidy on
YouTube, they are not half bad.
The III Rivers HOG Dance Troupe, who polished their performance at the club’s April
Fools Christmas do, will be there as well to maybe embellish your entertainment.
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Sunday night will see the return of the highly acclaimed III
Rivers HOG - 9 Pin Skittles Tournament - Ladies v Gentlemen.
Will the men be victorious yet again or will the wily ways of the
women get the better of us this time? Gentlemen, please do not
drink alcohol before the tournament as it will affect the aiming of 
your balls. Ladies feel free to imbibe. 

Total ride time 4.5 hours + 3 stops - 240 miles   *. M1 - M25 - M4  
Coffee stop after approx. 1hr at M4 Moto Chieveley Services RG18 9XX. Please don’t join any huge coffee ques. Trying
to keep this stop to 20 mins 
M48, Lunch stop after approx. another 1 hr at M48 Moto Severn View Services BS35 4BH. Fuel if you need it 
Over the Severn bridge to Chepstow and the good roads start  *   Coffee stop after approx. another 1hr 15 at A40,
Sennybridge, Brecon LD3 8PS      *.   Fuel? 
Arrive 3 Rivers Hotel SA17 5TU after approx. another 1hr 15   *. Check in and Hotel Buffet dinner at 8pm 
Please be patient at check in as some are in the main Hotel and some in cottages a few Welsh yards away! 

Pendine Ride. If weather and time permit Saturday’s ride to Pendine will extend by 15 miles to Wisemans Bridge, where
we may possibly indulge in an ice cream or two 
Meet in hotel car park for a 10am departure for the ride. Fuel at Morrisons, SA31 2NF, onto to Pendine SA33 4NY,
onwards to Wisemans Bridge, SA69 9AU.  *   Hotel Buffet dinner at TBN pm. *. Half Tidy Band

Llandovery via the Brecon Beacons (48 miles) / Black Mountains Pass as favoured by Top Gear.  Lunch at the West End
Café and an exciting run home by. route that only Mitch knows. 
Meet in hotel car park for a 10am departure for the ride. Fuel at Morrisons, SA31 2NF onto Brecon Beacons, A4069,
West End Café SA20 0AR.  *. Hotel Buffet dinner at TBN pm   *. Skittles tournament  :-). hic! 

Meet in hotel carpark fora 10am departure for the ride home.  *. Fuel at Morrisons, SA312NF  *. Route home TBN
Graham will Road Captain this as I will be heading northish 

Closer to our departure date I will create a WhatsApp group for all attending.  On this I’ll put out the departure instructions etc. 
But for starters:  
Friday 9 September: 
Departure. We will meet at BP Hemel (HP2 4TZ ish) at 09.30 for a 10 am depart. Please be on time as we will have a group
of about 25 bikes, with 35 people to organise. Please fill up your bikes for the journey. If you have a small tank and can’t
make the stops – let me know. Buddy system will be used – please keep the group tight so we don’t lose anybody.  Check in
with me so I know you are there.
Route to Wales:

Saturday 10 September:

Sunday 11 September:

Monday 12 September:

 

Peat and the Wales Team!!



                         
The Early May Bank Holiday Weekend welcomed the return of Bridgwater Chapter’s Cider 
Rally and III Rivers grabbed the opportunity to get together for first weekend away of 2022.

Around 30 bikes and about 40 members (Some travelling by car due to circumstances), made
 they way to the South-West to enjoy a few days away from the day-to-day. Leaving on Friday 
morning, an 8am start from Hemel Hempstead, the group made their way to the H-Café in 
Wallingford, Oxford. Upon arrival we were a little surprised to see it closed. 30 bikes, 40
                                                                  hungry people stood in the car park, a little discombobulated, and we all stood
                                                                  around considering our options. We were all about to head off to a local 
                                                                  McDonalds for a coffee and a McMuffin, when the owners turned up. We were
                                                                  saved. Breakfast was soon wrapped up and we headed off on a 90+ mile cross
                                                                  country ride, on the twisties, to our planned lunch stop – a lovely little riverside
                                                                  pub, in Devizes, that welcomed us with an awesome buffet and refreshments,
                                                                  and of course a welcomed bathroom break. 
                  

                                                                 Back on the road, for the final 90-minute ride
                                                                 into Weston-Super-Mare, or that was the plan. 
Traffic conspired against us, and even with some sensible filtering, it wasn’t enough as 
what looked like an accident, held us up for just under an hour, and we finally arrived at 
Pontins Sand-Bay around 5:30pm. The restaurant, the bar and the live entertainment 
beckoned and a great night ensued. We mingled, sang, chatted, danced and drank with 
around 700+ other Harley owners from Chapters all over the UK and beyond and 
undoubtedly there were some sore heads in the morning.

Up bright and early on Saturday for breakfast, and some ride-outs were going on. Several III Rivers members headed to
the Bridgwater dealership for a ride out, some spent some cash, some spent a lot more than others. Later that afternoon, a
Ladies of Harley get together was happening, and I gather III Rivers were well represented and we made our voices
heard…..literally, with our ladies joining forces to bang out their rendition of ‘Girls Just Wanna Have Fun’ by Cyndi Lauper,
I can’t vouch for how good they were, but if you look hard enough on the Chapter FaceBook page, you may well find a
video of it and you can judge for yourselves. Then the evening arrived, many  of us dressed up to the nines (aka festival
attire) more food, more drink, more live music and essentially a repeat of Friday night – my liver was taking a pounding!!

Saturday night turned into Sunday and the weather gods decided enough was enough and Weston-Super-Mare needed a
watering. Such a shame as there was a HUGE ride out planned, named The Grand Parade. Expectation was there would
be over 300 bikes taking part, but the weather put pay to that and eventually around 80 bikes, all braver than I (I’d argue
less sensible, but we’ll go with braver) headed out. Was great to see them leave….and of course arrive back safely. I
headed to the bar for a top up and a few of us sat at a table, enjoyed a board game and a few beers and some learning
took place as idle chat ensued. Learnings like ‘Did you know flammable and inflammable mean the same things?’, I want
to say there was a statement about Wurlitzer being a literal translation of ‘Juke Box’, but the beer may have made my head
a little fuzzy by this point, but not as fuzzy as Paul Davies, who when asked the question ‘What’s the difference between a
flan and a quiche?’, proclaimed ‘That’s easy, one is spelt with an F, the other with a K’.

The final night of the weekend away, more of the same live music, camaraderie and fun 
as we closed out the rally before all riding back on Monday, with a choice of how to get 
back. Two motorway groups, one with a couple of stops, one with one as well as a scenic
ride home through the Cotswolds, lead by Martyn, Steve and Graham respectively. 

All in all a fantastic, fun, boozy, dancy weekend that was thoroughly enjoyable. Absolute 
kudos to our friends at Bridgwater Chapter for pulling it a together, and thank you to all at 
III Rivers who organised it all, and captained our rides there and back, keeping us all safe. 

‘Til next year!
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As riding season is now
in full swing, please can we

remind all riders of the
staggered riding formation.
It is a simple yet effective

method of riding out in a group.  
If you have any questions

please speak to one of the 
Road Captains.
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CALLING ALL
MEMBERS 

 WE NEED YOU!!

IF YOU CAN SELL 10
RALLY TICKETS 

YOU WILL  RECEIVE
FREE ENTRY 

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT A
COMMITTEE MEMBER


